
Prepared by: Holly Weigand 

PLEASE NOTE:  Upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of individuals with disabilities through sign language,  interpreters, remote access, or other auxiliary 

aids.  Contact the clerk of the committee or Administration for assistance (715-839-5106). For additional information on ADA requests, contact the County ADA Coordinator at 839-7335, (FAX) 839-

1669 or 839-4735, TTY: use Relay (711) or by writing to the ADA Coordinator, Human Resources, Eau Claire County Courthouse, 721 Oxford Avenue, Eau Claire, WI 54703.  

AGENDA 
Eau Claire County 

• Land Conservation Commission •
Date: Monday February 12, 2024 Time: 1:00 pm 

Location: Ag Resource Center, Room 103 & 104 

227 1st Street West, Altoona, WI 54720 

Join WebEx Meeting:  

Meeting number:  25395144658, Password:  FPv6DmmmM37 

*Meeting audio can be listened to using this Audio conference dial in information.

Audio conference: 1-415-655-0001, Access Code:  25395144658## 

For those wishing to make public comment, you must e-mail Chad Berge at 

 chad.berge@eauclairecounty.gov at least 30 minutes prior to the start of the meeting. 
A majority of the county board may be in attendance at this meeting, however, only members of the committee may 

take action on an agenda item. 

AGENDA 

1. Call to order
2. Roll call
3. Confirmation of Compliance with Open Meeting Law
4. Public Comment Period
5. Review/Approval of January 22, 2023, meeting minutes (Discussion/Action) Pages 2-4
6. Review Vouchers and Ledger Update (Discussion) Page 5
7. Approval of new and/or previously authorized Cost-Share agreements (Discussion/Action) Pages 6-25
8. Review Act 32, LCC representative who is engaged in an agricultural use (Discussion/Action) Pages 26-38
9. Review of the 2024 APHIS Wildlife Services Bear Damage Agreement (Discussion/Action) Pages 39-40
10. Committee, Staff and Agency Updates

a. Eau Claire River Watershed Coalition
b. Multi-Discharger Variance (MDV) program
c. Land Stewardship Subcommittee
d. USDA-NRCS / FSA
e. DNR
f. UW-Extension
g. Beaver Creek Reserve
h. Ascent Stormwater Database

11. Future Agenda items
12. Set date for next meeting
13. Adjourn

https://eauclairecounty.webex.com/eauclairecounty/j.php?MTID=mb62e54eb6c0441fd361a1b5955d1f85b 
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EAU CLAIRE COUNTY 
LAND CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES – MONDAY, JANUARY 22, 2024 

AG RESOURCE CENTER, RM. 103 & 104 

227 - 1ST STREET WEST, ALTOONA, WI 54720 

Members Present: Robin Leary, Heather DeLuka, Jim Stensen, Glory Adams, Ricky Strauch, Jodi Lepsch (online), Tami 

Schraufnagel (online), Missy Christopherson 

Members Absent:  

Staff Present: Chad Berge, Christina Rauh, Holly Weigand, Zach Mohr (LCD) 

Others Present: Bre Klockzien 

1) Call to order by Chair 
Chair Leary called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm.   
 

2) Roll call 
Roll call was taken.  A quorum was present with 8 members in attendance.   

 

3) Confirmation of Compliance with Open Meetings Law  
Leary confirmed compliance with the open meetings law. 

 

4) Public Comment Period 
None. 
 

5) Review/Approval of December 18, 2023, meeting minutes  
DISCUSSION: The December 18, 2023, meeting minutes were reviewed. 
 
ACTION:  Motion by Adams to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion carried, 8-0-0 
 

6) Review Vouchers and Ledger Update   
DISCUSSION: The December 2023 expenditures and revenues were reviewed.  
 

7) Approval of new and/or previously authorized Cost-Share agreements 
DISCUSSION: No cost-share applications were previously authorized.  The following cost-share applications were 
presented for approval: 
*Missy Christopherson arrived at 1:03pm 
 
Erica & Joe Phillips – Well Abandonment – $250.00  
ACTION: Motion by DeLuka to approve the cost-share agreement and verify the applicant’s address. Motion carried, 8-0-0 

 

Russell Krenz – Nutrient Management - $665.00 
ACTION: Motion by Adams to approve the cost-share agreement as presented. Motion carried, 8-0-0 
 
Alvin Peterson - Nutrient Management – $740.00 
ACTION: Motion by Strauch to approve the cost-share agreement as presented. Motion carried, 8-0-0 
 
Jerry Rindal – Nutrient Management – $336.00  
ACTION: Motion by Leary to approve the cost-share agreement as presented. Motion carried, 8-0-0 
 
Bears Grass Dairy INC (Donald Schroeder) – Nutrient Management – $1,250.00 
ACTION: Motion by Schraufnagel to approve the cost-share agreement as presented. Motion carried, 8-0-0 
 
Dudley Smith – Nutrient Management – $500.00 
ACTION: Motion by DeLuka to approve the cost-share agreement as presented. Motion carried, 8-0-0 
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Danyelle Steinke – Nutrient Management – $625.00 
ACTION: Motion by Christopherson to approve the cost-share agreement as presented. Motion carried, 8-0-0 
 
Darren & Lisa Vetsch – Nutrient Management – $93.00 
ACTION: Motion by Adams to approve the cost-share agreement as presented. Motion carried, 8-0-0 
 
Dennis Volbrecht – Nutrient Management – $1,250.00 
ACTION: Motion by Strauch to approve the cost-share agreement as presented. Motion carried, 8-0-0 
 
James Schumacher - Nutrient Management – $1,250.00 
ACTION: Motion by Leary to approve the cost-share agreement as presented. Motion carried, 8-0-0 
 
Ronald Anderson – Nutrient Management – $500.00 
ACTION: Motion by DeLuka to approve the cost-share agreement as presented. Motion carried, 8-0-0 
 
Todd Stanek – Nutrient Management – $532.00 
ACTION: Motion by Adams to approve the cost-share agreement as presented. Motion carried, 8-0-0 
 
David Messerschmidt – Nutrient Management – $1,000.00 
ACTION: Motion by Christopherson to approve the cost-share agreement as presented. Motion carried, 8-0-0 
 
Kyle Wathke - Nutrient Management – $141.00 
ACTION: Motion by Strauch to approve the cost-share agreement as presented. Motion carried, 8-0-0 
 
Michael Gruber - Nutrient Management – $148.00 
ACTION: Motion by Schraufnagel to approve the cost-share agreement as presented. Motion carried, 8-0-0 
 
Henry Lane – Nutrient Management – $300.00 
ACTION: Motion by Lepsch to approve the cost-share agreement as presented. Motion carried, 8-0-0 

 

8) Consideration of the 2024 Wisconsin Land & Water Dues 
DISCUSSION:  Berge gave a brief overview of the Standards Oversight Council for the committee. The members discussed 
past donations.  
 
ACTION: Motion by DeLuka to approve the 2024 Wisconsin Land + Water Dues in the amount of $1,874.70, Envirothon in 
the amount of $55.00, and Great Lakes Committee in the amount of $50.00 for a total payment of $1,979.70.           
Motion carried, 8-0-0. 

 

9) Review of WI Act 42 
DISCUSSION: Chad provided an overview of WI Act 42.  

 

10) Review example conservation resolutions 
DISCUSSION: Berge presented example conservation resolutions recently passed by Marinette and Clark Counties.  The 
members discussed the idea of having staff prepare a staffing resolution for the February committee meeting.  

 

11) 2024 Wisconsin Land & Water Conference update 
DISCUSSION: Berge discussed the upcoming conference on March 6-8, 2024, and extended an invite to committee 
members to attend. 
 

12) Committee, Staff and Agency Updates  
Brief reviews and updates were provided. 

a. Eau Claire River Watershed Coalition:   
No new updates. 
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b. Multi-Discharger Variance (MDV) program:  
Berge applied and the funds should be arriving March/April. 
 

c. Land Stewardship Subcommittee: 
DeLuka gave an update: The subcommittee is working on criteria for the $20,000 airport donation that will 
set parameters of where and how the funds could be used.  The committee is looking to finalize the criteria 
at the next meeting. 
 

d. USDA-NRCS / FSA:  
No new updates. 
 

e. DNR-Forestry:   
No new updates. 

   
f. UW-Extension:   

No new updates. 
 

g. Beaver Creek Reserve 
Bre Klockzien gave a brief quarterly update. Also stated that Malaysian Carpet Snails were found at a Dunn 
County pet store.  

 
h. Ascent Stormwater Database 

TTECH continuing to work on the database – but it is still not available for the Land Conservation Division. 
 

13) Future Agenda Items 
 

 

14) Set date for next meeting 
The next LCC meeting was set for February 12, 2024, at 1:00 pm.  
 

15) Adjourn 
Leary adjourned the meeting at 2:01 p.m. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 
 

Chad Berge, LCC Clerk 
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Vendor Amount Description Account

Erica Phillips 250.00$          Well Abandonment 207-15-56924-390-703

West Central Land & Water Conservation 30.00$            2024 Registration 100-15-56920-340-000

Austin Tollefson 15.00$            Tree Sale Refund 100-15-46810-000-701

Total: $295.00

Vendor Amount Descripstion Account

UW-Extension 125.00$          Training 100-15-56920-340-000

RTK Moble 30.00$            GPS Data 100-15-56920-226-000

Voyager 42.96$            December Fuel 100-15-56920-330-000

Advanced Engineering Concepts 615.50$          
Remington Auto Stormwater 

Closeout- Engineering 100-00-23172-000-000

James Beesley 4.40$               Tree Sale Refund/Overpayment 100-15-46810-000-701

Multiple 3,500.00$       No Till Drill Grant Reimbursement 207-15-56924-200-707

Total Bills Paid in January: $4,317.86

Total $4,612.86

Vendor Amount Description Account Date

Cynthia Weir 2,140.34$          SW-24-01 Kane Road Storage 24-100-15-46820-000-000 1/26/2024

Blue Northern Holdings LLC 290.00$             

EC-24-01 Blue Northern - Union 

Site 24-100-15-46820-000-000 1/29/2024

Southside EC Properties LLC 1,570.00$          SW-21-08 Trilogy Extension Fee 24-100-15-46820-000-000 1/30/2024

Multiple 8,705.00$          Tree Sales 100-15-46810-000-701 January

2023 Deposits
Dept of Administration -DATCP 3,328.00$          2023 NMFE Reimbursemet 207-15-43586-005-708 1/31/2024

Total: 16,033.34$     

Deposits
The following deposits were taken to the Treasury Department to be processed.    

The following bills were sent to the Finance Department for payment.  

2024 Bills

Land Conservation Division

2023 Bills:

January
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From: Chad Berge
To: Chad Berge
Subject: FW: CAPITOL UPDATE: Act 32 signed into law, clarifying LCC membership
Date: Wednesday, February 7, 2024 12:45:34 PM

 

 

 

Capitol Update
 
 

Greetings conservationists,

 

In some welcome news from the state capitol, Act 32 (Assembly Bill 131) was signed into law last
Friday by Governor Evers, which affects the future membership of county land conservation
committees (LCCs).
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By this point, most counties are quite familiar with the issue related to USDA-Farm Service
Agency representation on county LCCs. In Nov. 2021, the FSA Attorney Advisor issued a
determination that FSA county commission members in Wisconsin do not represent FSA in any
official capacity in "outside groups," including committees of the county board. 

 

This determination created confusion and differing interpretations across counties as to what was
necessary to comply with the statute, as Chap. 92 required each county board to appoint to the
LCC a person from the county's FSA committee. 

 

Act 32 removes the requirement in Chap. 92 to appoint an FSA member to the county LCC and
replaces it with a requirement to appoint a person who is engaged in an agricultural use.
“Agricultural use” is defined as crop or forage production; keeping livestock; beekeeping; nursery,
sod, or Christmas tree production; floriculture; aquaculture; fur farming; and forest management.
This is an existing statutory definition of “agricultural use” that is used in the Farmland
Preservation Program (s. 91.01 (2) (a) 1. to 7). This new statute will take effect during the next
cycle of counties naming LCC members, in 2024.

 

WI Land+Water applauds the passage of Act 32 and
the leadership of Governor Evers for signing this
bipartisan legislation. We are grateful to have had the
privilege of working with the offices of Sen. Ballweg
and Rep. Schutt to shape this sensible legislation that
allows agriculture to continue to have a seat on county
LCCs, while allowing counties the flexibility to
determine the best way to do that. 

 

WI Land+Water’s Legislative-Administrative Committee
was vitally important to shaping this legislation, as was
productive dialogue with Wisconsin Counties
Association and Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation,
whose support on this we appreciate.

 

Click here to see a press release from Rep. Schutt in
support of Act 32/AB 131, her first bill as a legislator. 

 

From left: Rep. Ellen Schutt,

Gov. Tony Evers, Sen. Joan Ballweg,
and Matt Krueger.

 

Best,
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Matt Krueger,

Executive Director

 

 

WI Land+Water | 121 S. Pinckney St., Suite 420, Madison, WI 53703

Unsubscribe chad.berge@eauclairecounty.gov

Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

Sent by matt@wisconsinlandwater.org powered by

Try email marketing for free today!
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Date of enactment:  August 4, 2023

2023 Assembly Bill 131 Date of publication*:  August 5, 2023

2023  WISCONSIN  ACT  32

AN ACT to amend 92.06 (1) (b) 2. of the statutes; relating to: membership in county land conservation committees.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in

senate and assembly, do enact as follows:

SECTION 1.  92.06 (1) (b) 2. of the statutes is amended

to read:

92.06 (1) (b) 2.  The county board shall appoint to the

land conservation committee a person who is the chair-

person of the county farm service agency committee cre-

ated under 16 USC 590h (b) or other county farm service

agency committee member designated by the chairper-

son of the county farm service agency committee

engaged in an agricultural use, as defined under s. 91.01

(2) (a) 1. to 7.

*  Section 991.11,  WISCONSIN STATUTES:   Effective date of acts.  “Every act and every portion of an act enacted by the legislature over the governor’s
partial veto which does not expressly prescribe the time when it takes effect shall take effect on the day after its date of publication.”
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COOPERATIVE SERVICE AGREEMENT 
between 

EAU CLAIRE COUNTY (COOPERATOR) and 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

ANIMAL AND PLANT HEALTH INSPECTION SERVICE (APHIS) 
WILDLIFE SERVICES (WS) 

 
ARTICLE 1 

The purpose of this agreement is to cooperate in a wildlife damage management project as described in the attached Work Plan. 
 

ARTICLE 2 
APHIS-WS has statutory authority under the Acts of March 2, 1931, 46 Stat. 1468-69, 7 U.S.C. §§ 8351-8352, as amended, and December 22, 
1987, Public Law No. 100-202, § 101(k), 101 Stat. 1329-331, 7 U.S.C. § 8353., to cooperate with States, local jurisdictions, individuals, public and 
private agencies, organizations, and institutions while conducting a program of wildlife services involving mammal and bird species that are 
reservoirs for zoonotic diseases, or animal species that are injurious and/or a nuisance to, among other things, agriculture, horticulture, forestry, 
animal husbandry, wildlife, and human health and safety. 
  

ARTICLE 3 
APHIS-WS and the Cooperator agree: 

1. The Cooperator will provide payment at the time of service to “USDA, APHIS” in the amount of $1,000.00. 
2. The performance of wildlife damage management actions by APHIS-WS under this agreement is contingent upon a determination by 

APHIS-WS that such actions are in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act, Endangered Species Act, and any other 
applicable federal statutes.  APHIS-WS will not make a final decision to conduct requested wildlife damage management actions until it has 
made the determination of such compliance. 

3. Nothing in this agreement shall prevent APHIS-WS from entering into separate agreements with any other organization or individual for the 
purpose of providing wildlife damage management services exclusive of those provided for under this agreement. 

4. The Cooperator certifies that APHIS-WS has advised the Cooperator there may be private sector service providers available to provide 
wildlife damage management services that the Cooperator is seeking from APHIS-WS. 

5. The cooperating parties agree to coordinate with each other before responding to media requests on work associated with this project. 
 

ARTICLE 4 
This agreement is contingent upon the passage by Congress of an appropriation from which expenditures may be legally met and shall not obligate 
APHIS-WS upon failure of Congress to so appropriate. This agreement also may be reduced or terminated if Congress only provides APHIS-WS 
funds for a finite period under a Continuing Resolution. 
 

ARTICLE 5 
Pursuant to Section 22, Title 41, United States Code, no member of or delegate to Congress shall be admitted to any share or part of this agreement 
or to any benefit to arise there from. 
 

ARTICLE 6 
APHIS-WS assumes no liability for any actions or activities conducted under this agreement except to the extent that recourse or remedies are 
provided by Congress under the Federal Tort Claims Act (28 USC 1346(b), 2401(b), 2671-2680). 
This agreement is not a procurement contract (31 U.S.C. 6303), nor is it considered a grant (31 U.S.C. 6304). In this agreement, APHIS-WS 
provides goods or services on a cost recovery basis to nonfederal recipients, in accordance with all applicable laws, regulations and policies. 
 
This agreement shall become effective January 1, 2024 and shall continue until December 31, 2024. This agreement may be amended or 
terminated at any time by mutual agreement of the parties in writing. Further, in the event the Cooperator does not, for any reason, provide 
necessary funds, APHIS-WS is relieved of the obligation to provide services under this agreement. 
 
 
As required by Debt Collection Improvement Act of 1996: 

Cooperator’s Tax ID No.:  
APHIS-WS’s Tax ID: 41-0696271 
 

Chad Berge  Dan Hirchert, State Director 
Eau Claire County  USDA, APHIS, Wildlife Services 
721 Oxford Ave., Suite 3344  P.O. Box 1064 
Eau Claire, WI 54703  Rhinelander, WI 54501 
715-839-4788  (715) 369-5221 
chad.berge@eauclairecounty.gov    
 
 

  

Cooperator’s Signature   Date  APHIS-WS State Director’s Signature  Date 
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WORK PLAN 
 
 
Wildlife Species:   Black Bear 
 
Description of Damage:  Identified black bear damage to agricultural crops 
 
Location:    Agricultural lands in EAU CLAIRE COUNTY. 
 
Services Provided: The County will verify the occurrence of bear damage to agricultural resources and ensure that eligible 

producers are enrolled in the WDACP.  Producers must be enrolled to receive program services.  Once 
verified, agricultural bear damage complaints will be referred directly to USDA-WS by the County for 
implementation of trapping and relocation services.  

 
 
Effective Dates:   The work performed shall commence January 1, 2024 and shall end on December 31, 2024. 
 
 
 
 

FINANCIAL PLAN 
EAU CLAIRE COUNTY (COOPERATOR) 

2024 
 

Cost Element  Full Cost 
Personnel Compensation   $722.00 
Travel   $0.00 
Vehicles   $95.00 
Other Services   $0.00 
Supplies and Materials   $18.00 
Equipment   $26.00    
Subtotal (Direct Charges)   $861.00 
      

Pooled Job Costs [for non-Over-the Counter projects] 11.00% $0.00 
Indirect Costs 16.15% $139.00 
Aviation Flat Rate Collection   $0.00 

    

Agreement Total  $1,000.00 
The distribution of the budget from this Financial Plan may vary as necessary to accomplish the purpose of this 
agreement, but may not exceed: $1,000.00 

 
 
 
Financial Point of Contact/Billing Address: 
 
 

Chad Berge  Tina Stott, Budget Analyst 
Eau Claire County  USDA, APHIS, Wildlife Services 
721 Oxford Ave., Suite 3344  732 Lois Dr. 
Eau Claire, WI 54703  Sun Prairie, WI 53590 
715-839-4788  (608) 837-2727 
chad.berge@eauclairecounty.gov   tina.stott@usda.gov  
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