[bookmark: _Hlk16769536]MINUTES
Eau Claire County
• Committee on Parks & Forest •
Monday, March 13, 2023, at 5:00 p.m.
Agricultural and Resource Center
227 1st Street West, Altoona – Room 103 and 104
Members Present:  Joe Knight, Missy Christopherson, Jodi Lepsch, Tami Schraufnagel, Dane Zook

Others Present: Josh Pedersen – Director, Jody Gindt – Supervisor, Winnie Parker – Administrative Specialist III (Committee Clerk), Todd Johnson – Parks and Programs Manager, Sarah Christensen – LAP Ranger, Erika Gullerud – Finance Analyst, Kyle Johnson – DNR County Forest Liaison, Gary Gibson – Parks and Forest Advisory Committee Chair, Kevin Stelljes – Parks and Forest Advisory Committee Member, Rich LaFave – Ski Sprites President, Chris Silewski – Ayers Associates, Steve Betchkal
 
 
Call to Order Committee on Parks & Forest and confirmation of meeting notice.
Chairman Knight called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. and confirmed public posting of the meeting. 

Public Comment
No members of the public wished to make comment.

Review of February 20, 2023, Committee Meeting Minutes
Supervisor Schraufnagel moved to approve the minutes from February 20, 2023. All in favor.

Ski Sprites Agreement for Use of Lake Altoona 
Rich LaFave, President of the Ski Sprites outlined the main points of the agreement being presented for approval. Supervisor Lepsch moved to approve. All in favor.

Update from Advisory Committee on County Forest Access 
Gary Gibson, Advisory Committee Chair, gave an update on the proposed changes being made to Chapter 700 of the 15 Year Plan. Supervisor Zook moved to postpone approval until the May meeting, when the map will be available. All in favor.

Presentation on Park Master Plan 
Chris Silewski, from Ayers Associates, presented the Park Master Plan. Supervisor Christopherson moved to reactivate the survey reaching out to county partners, county employees, county board members, and the media. All in favor.

Resolution 22-23/093 Granting Utility Easements to Eau Claire Energy Cooperative in Section 34, T27H, R6W, in the Town of Ludington, Section 24, T27N, R6W, in the Town of Ludington and Section 3, T26N, R6W, Town of Bridge Creek  
Supervisor Christopherson moved to approve File 22-23/093. Motion passed 4-0.

Resolution 22-23/094 Authorizing Submittal of Outdoor Recreation Grant Application and Agreement with the Wisconsin DNR; Directing the Parks and Forest Director to Take All Steps Necessary to Comply with Grant Requirements 
Supervisor Lepsch moved to approve File 22-23/094. Motion passed 4-0.

Resolution 22-23/095 Authorizing the Parks and Forest Director to Apply to the State of WI DNR for any Financial Aid that may be Available for Maintaining, Acquiring, Insuring or Developing Lands for Public Outdoor Motorized Trails 
Supervisor Christopherson moved to approve File 22-23/095. Motion passed 4-0.

Sustainable Forestry Grant Application 
Supervisor Zook moved to accept the Sustainable Forest Grant Application to help fund hiring a limited term forester to assist with forest reconnaissance, regeneration surveys, and timber sale establishment. Motion passed 4-0.

Director’s Report
Director Pedersen introduced Todd Johnson and congratulated him on his promotion to Parks and Programs Manager, and introduced Sarah Christiansen and congratulated her on being hired as the new Lake Altoona Park Ranger. The Lake Altoona Park parking lot project has started and is expected to be completed before Memorial Day weekend. Ski Season, and thus grooming, is winding down.   

Future Parks & Forest Committee Meetings and Items for Discussion
Next Parks & Forest committee meeting date is set for April 10, 2023, at 5:00 p.m.  

Committee on Parks & Forest Adjournment
The Committee on Parks & Forest adjourned at 7:30 p.m.
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Winnie Parker
Committee Clerk 
Administrative Specialist III
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