
PLEASE NOTE:  Upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of individuals with disabilities through sign 
language, interpreters or other auxiliary aids.  For additional information or to request the service, contact the County ADA 
Coordinator at 839-4710, (FAX) 839-1669 or 839-4735, TTY: use Relay (711) or by writing to the ADA Coordinator, Human Resources, 
Eau Claire County Courthouse, 721 Oxford Avenue, Eau Claire, WI 54703. 

AGENDA 
Eau Claire County 

Broadband Committee 
Thursday, April 20, 2023  

4:00 P.M.  
 
Location: Eau Claire County Courthouse 721 Oxford Ave., Room #3312, Eau Claire, Wisconsin 54703 
 
*Event link below can be used to connect to meeting and interact (by the chair) from computer or through the 

WebEx Meeting smartphone app. 
Join WebEx Meeting: https://eauclairecounty.webex.com  Meeting ID: 2595 636 4555 

Password: xnT5eYnPF63 
*Meeting audio can be listened to using this Audio conference dial in information. 

Audio conference: 1-415-655-0001 Access Code: 25956364555## 
 

For those wishing to make public comments, you must email Rod Eslinger at 
rod.eslinger@eauclairecounty.gov at least 60 minutes prior to the meeting to the start of the meeting.  

*Please mute personal devices upon entry. 
 

1. Call to order and confirmation of meeting notice. 
 

2. Roll Call 
 

3. Public Comment (limit to 3 minutes per person) 
 

4. Review/Approval of February 16, 2023, Committee Meeting Minutes – Discussion - Action 
 

5. Internet Service Provider (ISP) Updates – Discussion - Action 
 
6. Committee Membership Update – Erica Poole Recognition of Service - Discussion 

 
7. Town of Brunswick Release of ARPA Match Funds – Discussion - Funds  

 
8. Broadband, Equity, Access and Deployment (BEAD) Local Planning Grant Program Grant Application - 

Discussion – Action 
 

9. BEAD – County Broadband Survey, Wisconsin Public Service Commission and UW – Extension – Discussion 
- Action  

 
10. United Way Digital Equity & Inclusion Update – Amber Scharenbroch – Discussion  

 
11. Next Steps and future meetings – Discussion/Action 

 
a. Future Meeting date: May 18, 2023. 

 
12. Adjourn 

https://eauclairecounty.webex.com/
mailto:rod.eslinger@eauclairecounty.gov


MEETING MINUTES 
Eau Claire County 

Broadband Committee 
Thursday, February 16, 2023  

4:00 P.M.   
 

Courthouse – Room #3312  
721 Oxford Avenue – Eau Claire, WI   

 
*Event link below can be used to connect to meeting and interact (by the chair) from computer or through the 

WebEx Meeting smartphone app. 
Join WebEx Meeting: https://eauclairecounty.webex.com  Meeting ID: 2595 636 4555 

Password: xnT5eYnPF63  
*Meeting audio can be listened to using this Audio conference dial in information. 

Audio conference: 1-415-655-0001 Access Code: 25956364555##  
 

For those wishing to make public comments, you must email Rod Eslinger at 
rod.eslinger@eauclairecounty.gov at least 60 minutes prior to the meeting to the start of the meeting.  

*Please mute personal devices upon entry. 
 
Members Present:  Todd Meyer, Don Mowry, Tim Laubach, Collin Pomplun, Erica Poole, Tom Lange, Mark 
Zuber.  
 
Staff Present: Rodney J. Eslinger, Director of Planning and Development, Greg Dachel, Director of 
Information Systems, Dave Hayden, Broadband Consultant. 
 
Others Present: Amber Scharenbroch, Mike Hill, Pat Anderson, Buck Webb, Travis McFarland, Hunter Bratz, 
Garrett Lewis, Carah Koch 
 

1. Call to order and confirmation of meeting notice. 
 

  The meeting was called to order at 4:00 p.m. and the meeting notice was confirmed.  
 

2. Roll Call – Members present are noted above. A quorum was present. 
 

3. Public Comment (limit to 3 minutes per person) – None 
 

4. Review/Approval of January 19, 2023, Committee Meeting Minutes – Discussion/Action 
 

The committee reviewed the meeting minutes of January 19, 2023.  Mark Zuber motioned to approve 
the minutes with Don Mowry seconding the motion; motion carried on a voice vote with all in favor of 
approving the January 19, 2023 committee minutes as presented.   
 

5. Internet Service Provider (ISP) Updates – Discussion 
 

Mike Hill and Pat Anderson from Charter/Spectrum provided an update on their Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund (RDOF) project in Eau Claire County.   
 
Buck Webb of Tri County Communication (TCC) had no updates.    
 
Travis McFarland, Bloomer Telephone Company, reported his company is getting ready for spring 
construction.     

https://eauclairecounty.webex.com/
mailto:rod.eslinger@eauclairecounty.gov


 
Hunter Bratz and Garrett Lewis of Homtech/Mosaic Technologies indicated they are looking to 
expand their fiber footprint in the no service areas.   
 
No other internet service providers (ISPs) were present.   
 

6. Carah Koch, Federal Program Officer (WI), Overview of National Telecommunications and Information 
Administration (NTIA) programs - Discussion  

 
Carah Koch provided an overview of the NTIA to the committee.  She discussed how local coordination worked 
and covered topics such as; middle mile coverage, Affordable Connectivity Program (ACP), capacity grants, 
Digital Equity, BEAD programming, participation and public engagement, and eligibility criteria.   

 
7. Broadband, Equity, Access and Deployment (BEAD) Local Planning Grant Program – Letter of Intent - 

Discussion – Action 
 

Clerk Eslinger, Dave Hayden, Don Mowry, and Chair Meyer, collectively updated the committee on the BEAD 
local planning grant program.  The group reviewed the different election options to participate in the planning 
process.  Eslinger asked the committee to support signing the letter of intent.   
 
Motion by Mark Zuber to participate in the BEAD Planning Grant Program under the Regional 
Economic Development Organization (REDO) option, if the REDO is not available for Eau Claire 
County, then the county should participate under the independent option, motion was seconded by 
Tom Lange; motion passed on a voice vote with all members voting in favor of the motion to sign the 
BEAD letter of intent.   

 
8. Eau Claire County- Fairchild – Tri County Communication Cooperative (TCC) PSC Project – Letter of Support 

-  Discussion – Action 
 

Dave Hayden gave an overview of the Fairchild Fiber Connect Project that included three anchor tenants along 
with partnering with TCC to serve residential locations in the Town of Fairchild.  He indicated that he filed a 
PSC Broadband Expansion grant application for the project.  Buck Webb also spoke in favor of the project.  
Tom Lange supported this project and stated there would be a savings of about $250 per month for WisNet line.  
He also noted there would be an increased bandwidth at the library too.   
 
Motion was made by Mark Zuber to support the Fairchild Fiber Connect Project application to commit 
$30,000 of County ARPA money to the project, along with committing up to $12,000 of County 
ARPA money as a match to the Town of Fairchild should the town board commit up to $12,000 of its 
ARPA money for the project.  This also includes forwarding a letter of support from the Broadband 
Committee for the project.  Motion was seconded by Don Mowry; motion carried on a voice vote with 
all members in favor of the motion.     

 
9. UPDATE - Tri County Communication Cooperative (TCC) PSC grant application from the Town of Clear 

Creek.  Buck Webb/Todd Meyer. – Discussion – Action 
 

Chair Meyer updated the committee on the Town of Clear Creek commitment toward the TCC project in Clear 
Creek. He noted that the town reallocated $5,000 dollars of its ARPA funds towards the project, which means 
the county matched those funds.  The total County ARPA fund commitment for the project is $55,000. 

 
10. United Way Update – Amber Scharenbroch – Discussion  

 
Amber Scharenbroch shared information about the United Way Digital Equity Resource Fair that is 
planned for March 4th at the Main Street Gym in Augusta from 8:30 to 11:30 am.  She also informed 
the Broadband Committee that they were recipients of this year’s Chippewa Valley Spirit Awards: 
Community Impact Digital Equity Award.  She encouraged the committee members to attend. 



 
11. Next Steps and future meetings  

a. April 20, 2023  
 

12. Adjourn 
 

Adjourn Action: Meeting adjourned by unanimous consent at 5:25 p.m. 
 

Respectively submitted by,  
 

 
Rodney J. Eslinger 
Broadband Committee Clerk 
Director of Planning and Development 



From: Poole, Erica D
To: Rod Eslinger
Cc: Miriam Gehler
Subject: Broadband Committee
Date: Friday, April 7, 2023 10:32:44 AM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png

WARNING!! This email originated outside Eau Claire County. Do not click any links or
attachments unless you know the sender.
Hi Rod,
 
I wanted to shoot you a quick email to connect you with Miriam Gehler as I will be leaving Marshfield
Clinic Health System and would love to connect the two of you so Marshfield Clinic still has an
opportunity to have a seat at the table in my place. I know this is of great value to MCHS and would
love to see that be able to continue.
 
Thank you for the opportunity to be a part of such an important committee doing tremendous work
in Eau Claire County.
 
Best,
 
Erica Poole
Operations Manager
Marshfield Medical Center – Eau Claire
Direct: 715-858-4566| Ext: 74566 | Cell: 715-456-7049
 

The contents of this message may contain private, protected and/or privileged information. If
you received this message in error, you should destroy the e-mail message and any
attachments or copies, and you are prohibited from retaining, distributing, disclosing or using
any information contained within. Please contact the sender and advise of the erroneous
delivery by return e-mail or telephone. Thank you for your cooperation.

mailto:poole.erica@marshfieldclinic.org
mailto:Rod.Eslinger@eauclairecounty.gov
mailto:gehler.miriam@marshfieldclinic.org




 

Application to request County American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Funds 
to match local governmental units (town) for Broadband Infrastructure. 

Description 
By resolution file no. 21-22/034, the Eau Claire County Board of Supervisors designated 2.8 million dollars of 
its funding received through the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 to be used as matching funds in 
combination with ARPA funds from local units of governments (towns) for the expansion of broadband 
infrastructure/services within Eau Claire County.  
Applications from the towns requesting matching funds shall be for broadband infrastructure/services within 
townships in Eau Claire County.   
 
Application and materials  
To qualify for broadband infrastructure or services matching funds: 

• Application must be filed by a town municipal government from Eau Claire County. 

• The town must provide a scope of work plan (provided by the internet service provider) for the 
project. 

• Detail drawings must be attached to the application that identifies the areas in the town to be covered 
by the project.  The drawings shall be on media no larger than 11” by 17”.    

• Application shall indicate the amount of the town’s ARPA funds are allocated to the broadband 
infrastructure project (proof from town board meeting). 

• Town Chair or its designee must sign the application. 

• Broadband expansion projects that cross over municipal boundaries, require separate applications 
from each town to be considered for County ARPA fund match.     

 

Eligible Use of Funds 
 

The Eau Claire County Broadband Committee shall review and approve the application requests for 
broadband funds.  Funds can only be used for broadband expansion/infrastructure projects within the town.  
Any requests for funds other than for expenses directly related to broadband expansion will not be 
approved by the committee. The broadband project must support a 100 Mbps download and 100 Mbps 
upload speeds.  Project area is underserved or unserved with highspeed internet according to the Public 
Service Commission (PSC) definition.    
  

Application Timeline & Procedures 

Completed application shall be submitted to Rodney Eslinger, Clerk for the Broadband Committee at 
rod.eslinger@co.eau-claire.wi.us. Please note the maximum attachment size is 10MB. If an email and 
attachments exceed the allowable size, please send multiple emails. 

Application shall be reviewed by the Broadband Committee at their next regularly scheduled meeting (the 
Broadband Committee currently meets the third Thursday of the month at 4 pm).  The Broadband shall act 
on the request to allocate the funds requested.   

Successful applicants will also be required to sign an intergovernmental agreement that further defines the 
expectations for the ARPA fund match. 

DEADLINE:  January 1, 2023

mailto:rod.eslinger@co.eau-claire.wi.us


EAU CLAIRE COUNTY  
AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT FUNDS TO MATCH LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL UNITS 

FOR BROADBAND INFRASTRUCTURE   

 

 
Page 2 of 4 

  
  

SECTION I-TOWN ARPA FUND MATCH REQUEST 
Please indicated the requested amount of County ARPA Fund Match for the broadband infrastructure 

project in your township.   
Project Name Amount 

1.Town of Brunswick FTTH Project – Phase 2 $176,349.00 
2. $ 
3. $ 

 
SECTION II-TOWN CONTACT INFORMATION 

Town of: Brunswick 
Mailing Address: W6335 Spehle Rd. 
City, State, Zip: Eau Claire, WI.  54701 Website URL: TOWNOFBRUNSWICKWI.GOV 
Town Chair: Wes Vlcek Town Clerk: Debra Grinde 
Office Phone: 715-852-7600 Email: brclerk@gmail.com 
UEI (unique Entity ID) #VW55BLMJQ9A9 SAM Registration:  Yes ☒ 

 
No ☐ 

FEIN ((Federal Employee Identification Number –Tax ID): 39-1717363 



EAU CLAIRE COUNTY  
AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT FUNDS TO MATCH LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL UNITS 

FOR BROADBAND INFRASTRUCTURE   
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Provide a description of the scope of work for the broadband project, and attached a detailed drawing of 
the area to be served by the project (attach supporting documentation): The phase 2 project will provide 
minimum speeds of 100 Meg/100Meg with options of speeds up to 1 Gig/1Gig service to all locations in 
the unserved/underserved and prohibitively expensive areas of our Town. Map forthcoming. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please submit the following project-level information for the broadband project:  
Technology to be deployed (highspeed internet) Fiber to the Home Broadband access using 

GPON technology 
Pricing tiers to be offered (affordability) $88.90/mo. - $108.90/mo.-$158.90/mo. 
Miles of fiber 21 square miles 
Cost per mile $8,397.57 
Speeds to be offered 300/300 Mbps; 600/600 Mbps; 1GB/1GB 
System download speed Same as above 
System upload speed Same as above 
Number of households to be served 254 
Number of institutions and businesses to be served 13 
Anticipated start date June 1, 2022 
Anticipated completion date March 9, 2023 

 

 
 

SECTION III- INTERNET SERVICE PROVIDER CONTACT INFORMATION 
Name Address Phone Email 

Jim Kusilek – CEO/General 
Manager 

E4528 Cty Rd C 715-231-2000 247 fiber@wwt.coop 

24-7 Telcom P.O. Box 247, Downsville, WI.  
54735 

  

    
 
 

SECTION IV- PROJECT FINANCE DETAIL  
Please detail how you intend to use the MATCH dollars. Attach documentation. 
Internet Service Provider (ISP) Match: $516,847.00 
Town ARPA Fund Match: $176,349.00 
County ARPA Fund Match: $176,349.00 
PSC Grant Application:  $869,545.00 
Other Loans:  $0 



EAU CLAIRE COUNTY  
AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT FUNDS TO MATCH LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL UNITS 

FOR BROADBAND INFRASTRUCTURE   
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Other financing (businesses or property owners):  $0 
OVERALL PROJECT TOTAL: $1,739,090.00 

 
 

SECTION V - ATTACHMENTS 
The following required attachments are provided (check box that applies):      Yes       No 

  Scope of work description (if not indicated in section II) ☒ ☐ 
Project map of area to be serviced ☒ ☐ 
Town Board Approval (meeting minutes, town letter) ☒ ☐ 
Other documents/information:  ☐ ☒ 

 
 

SECTION VI – CERTIFICATION/SIGNATURE  
By signing below, the applicant(s): 

• Certifies that to the best of its knowledge and belief, the information being submitted in this application, 
and accompanying attachments, is true and correct. 

• Understands that unless it qualifies as a trade secret, all information submitted to the Eau Claire 
County Broadband Committee is subject to Wisconsin’s Open Records Law. 

• Understand that additional information may be required and may be requested. 
Signature: Signature: 

Name: Wes Vlcek Name: Debra Grinde 

Title: Town Chair Title:  Town Clerk 

Date: Date: March 29, 2023 

 



   

Town of Brunswick 
Eau Claire County, Wisconsin 

 
Town Board Meeting Minutes 

March 14, 2023 

Brunswick Town Hall 

Present: Chairman Wes Vlcek, Supervisors John Helwig and Don Jaquish, Clerk Debby Grinde, and Treasurer Deb Heath  

• Call to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman Vlcek. He led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

• Motion made by Jaquish/Helwig to approve the February 14, 2023 meeting minutes.  Motion carried. 

• Informal Public Comment Time: A repair to a driveway culvert was discussed and the Board will look at it. 

• Motion made by Helwig/Jaquish to approve a picnic license for Pioneer Days to be held August 11,12&13, 2023 at 

Pioneer Park along with a temporary bartender license for Lois Dohms.  Motion carried. 

• Motion made by Jaquish/Helwig to approve an Operator’s (bartender) license for Erin Roach (Welcome Matt).  

Motion carried. 

• Motion made by Vlcek/Helwig to sign a service contract with Affordable Roadside Cutting (Lonny Roth) to be done 

the 3rd week in June and after the 1st of October for a cost of $70 per hour for cutting grass and $80 per hour for 

cutting brush.  Motion carried. 

• Town Roads update provided by Chairman Vlcek: Brush cutting in the right-of-way is almost completed with over 

half done. Crackfilling needs were discussed with the Eau Claire County Highway Dept.   Summer work on roads 

include shouldering and maintenance.  There are possible culvert replacements to be done on Silver Springs Drive 

and Norrish Road. The South Road repair will be delayed for at least 1 year to determine the extent of the problem.  

American Express Excavation will no longer be assessing a fuel surcharge to invoices. 

• Discussion on forming an alliance with area towns for bringing more ideas together for ambulance service and 

better pricing on road projects was led by Chairman Vlcek and will be pursued resulting in better communication 

and education. 

• Motion made by Vlcek/Jaquish to pay the bills including $176,349.00 to 24-7 Telcom for phase 2 of FTTH project.  

Motion carried.  

• Motion made by Helwig/Vlcek to approve the Treasurer’s report.  Motion carried.  

• Next meeting is April 18,2023, the ANNUAL MEETING, set for the 3rd Tuesday in April (sec. 60.11(2), Wis Stats. at 

7 p.m. at the Town Hall.  The regular meeting will commence immediately thereafter. 

• Adjournment with motion by Jaquish/Vlcek.  Motion carried.  Time: 7:42 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Debra Grinde 

Town Clerk 



   

Town of Brunswick 
Eau Claire County, Wisconsin 
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����������"��������������WXlX�hem\aaden�ò ]̂]�p���	����	��MN@������	�����������q����������������
���������j�������������"�
j��	��������������������������	����������������	�������������������"�����	��������
����������	��"��������	��@������������"���LMN@���OP ��r��srU��#�j������
����������������"�������O�
����j�t��RTRS����������
�����������
���������������j������j��	���	����������"����������������������	��	��@������������"��	����������������	��
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BEAD Local Planning Grant Program 
Letter of Intent 

Page 1 | 2 

BEAD Local Planning Grant Program – Letter of Intent 
Election to participate and receive formula funds 

Section I: Overview 

Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment (BEAD) Local Planning Grants are available in the form of formula 
funding of $1.5 million under the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act to Wisconsin counties and federally 
recognized Tribes to generate locally informed analysis of broadband needs and develop each community’s 
vision for broadband development. The Public Service Commission of Wisconsin (Commission) approved the 
allocation of this formula funding in docket 5-BP-2023 on February 1, 2023. Local planning activities may include 
a needs assessment, outreach and stakeholder engagement, and a strategy for broadband deployment. County 
and Tribal planning activities will inform Wisconsin’s Five-Year Broadband Action Plan and future grant funding 
for broadband infrastructure projects across the state.  

BEAD Local Planning Grants are not competitive grants but rather formula funding that will be allocated to each 
applicant that elects to participate in the program. Counties that elect to participate in the program may opt to 
(1) collaborate regionally through their respective Regional Development organization (REDO) or (2) participate 
independently. Tribes that elect to participate may opt to (1) collaborate regionally with a REDO, (2) collaborate 
with the Great Lakes Inter-Tribal Council, or (3) participate independently.

Funding will be distributed equally to all participating counties and Tribes, with those collaborating in groups 
receiving an additional 10 percent of the base allocation. Participation is not required, and the total grant 
allocation amount for each participating entity will be formulated following the submission deadline of this 
participation form. If a REDO or the Great Lakes Inter-Tribal Council coordinates on behalf of multiple counties 
or Tribes, it will receive and administer funding directly.  

By completing this form, counties and Tribes are certifying their intent to participate in the program, including 
complying with related grant requirements. A subsequent grant agreement will delineate eligible costs for use 
of funding, applicable federal grant compliance requirements, and project deliverables.  Each entity that opts in 
will be responsible to ensure compliance with applicable federal and state requirements related to this funding. 

Following the Commission’s Wisconsin Broadband Office’s announcement of formula grant awards, those 
counties and Tribes that elected to participate individually and participating collaboratives will complete a brief 
application in the Commission’s Online Grants System that describes planned activities and the intended use of 
funding among cost categories. Further details on completing the online application will be made available in 
forthcoming grant instructions available on the Commission website. The Wisconsin Broadband Office will 
inform participating REDOs, Tribes, and individual counties when the formula allocation has been processed and 
that the application is open in the online grants system, likely by March 13, 2023. 

This BEAD Local Planning Grant Program Participation Form must be uploaded to the Commission’s Electronic 
Records Filing System (ERF) by March 7, 2023, 1:30 P.M. For help uploading documents to ERF, see the ERF 
user manual or contact PSCStateBroadbandOffice@wisconsin.gov for assistance. 

https://wedc.org/programs-and-resources/regional-economic-development-partners/
https://apps.psc.wi.gov/ERF/ERF/ERFhome.aspx
https://apps.psc.wi.gov/ERF/ERF/ERFhome.aspx
https://apps.psc.wi.gov/ERF/ERF/documents/User%20Manual.pdf
https://apps.psc.wi.gov/ERF/ERF/documents/User%20Manual.pdf
mailto:PSCStateBroadbandOffice@wisconsin.gov


BEAD Local Planning Grant Program 
Letter of Intent 

Page 2 | 2 

BEAD Local Planning Grant Program – Letter of Intent 
Election to participate and receive formula funds 

Section II: Election to Participate 

Please select whether your county or Tribe elects to: 

Participate in the BEAD Local Planning Grant Program collaboratively with a 
Regional Economic Development Organization (REDO) 

Specify REDO:___________________________________ 

Participate in the BEAD Local Planning Grant Program collaboratively with 
the Great Lakes Inter-Tribal Council 

Participate in the BEAD Local Planning Grant Program independently 

Not participate in the BEAD Local Planning Grant Program 

Section III: Primary Point of Contact 

The primary point of contact will be the recipient of further communication from the Wisconsin Broadband 
Office regarding the BEAD Local Planning Program and need not be the authorized representative signing below. 

1. Name 2. Position

3. Email 4. Phone

Section IV: Certification from Authorized Representative 

Please sign below to declare your county or Tribe’s intent to participate in the BEAD Local Planning Program. 
The authorized representative could be a local elected official or executive of Tribal or county government and 
must be authorized under applicable laws to act on behalf of the entity related to receipt and administration of 
federal funding. By signing below, you are affirming and certifying that you are an authorized representative of 
your county or Tribe and are authorized to act on behalf of the county or Tribe related to this funding. If you 
have questions regarding whether as an authorized representative, you are authorized to act on behalf of the 
county or Tribe, please consult your legal counsel.   

Signature below does not constitute an obligation of a county, Tribe, or its collaborating partners to comply with 
any terms or conditions of the grant program. For entities submitting this letter of intent, a grant agreement 
will be provided for review and signature.  

1. Name 2. Position

3. Email 4. Phone

5. Signature 6. Date

rod.eslinger@eauclairecounty.gov

Planning and Development Director

County Administrator

Kathryn.schauf@eauclairecounty.gov

715-839-1657

715-839-5106



 

Telephone: (608) 266-5481  Fax: (608) 266-3957 

Home Page: http://psc.wi.gov  E-mail: pscrecs@wisconsin.gov 

 

February 7, 2023 

 

Dear County Executives, Administrators, and Administrative Coordinators:  

 

The Public Service Commission of Wisconsin is committed to making high-speed internet 

accessible and affordable for all Wisconsinites.  Throughout 2023, the Commission’s Broadband 

Office will be engaging with a wide range of stakeholders to develop a Five-Year Action Plan 

for broadband and State Digital Equity Plan under the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act’s 

Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment (BEAD) and Digital Equity programs.  These 

statewide plans will serve as Wisconsin’s roadmap to the implementation of high-speed internet 

for all.  

It is a federal requirement that 5-year action plans must be informed by collaboration with local 

and regional entities.  Local governments will be key partners in the planning process.  

Successful broadband deployment requires inclusive and comprehensive engagement, and local 

leaders have knowledge, passion, and vision that are essential to Wisconsin’s planning.  The 

Commission is committed to supporting local planning and recently approved $1.5 million in 

formula funding to Wisconsin counties and federally recognized Tribes under the BEAD Local 

Planning Grant Program in docket 5-BP-2023.  These resources are being made available to 

support efforts to define the need, vision, and strategy for deployment of broadband in your 

communities.  In addition to formula grants, the Commission is working collaboratively with the 

University of Wisconsin-Extension and the Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation to 

provide technical assistance and coordination which could support your planning efforts.  

To be eligible for this funding, Counties have the opportunity to opt into the BEAD Local 

Planning Grant Program by submitting the attached letter of intent by March 7, 2023 at 

1:30 p.m.  Counties may elect to participate individually, or work collaboratively through a 

Regional Economic Development Organization (REDO) and receive a 10 percent increase to the 

county allocation.  A county planning to partner with a REDO may choose to engage with the 

local organization early to ensure coordination throughout the application process. 

Following March 7th, the Commission will contact counties and relevant REDO partners that opt 

into the program with further guidance on receipt of funding. In the coming weeks, the 

Commission’s Broadband office plans to make available additional information regarding BEAD 

Local Planning Grants, including details on program requirements, planning activities, project 

timelines, and eligible expenditures.  Further information is also available as part of UW-

Extension’s webinar series on BEAD Planning for Wisconsin Counties and Tribes.  For 

http://psc.wi.gov/
mailto:pscrecs@wisconsin.gov
https://apps.psc.wi.gov/APPS/NewsReleases/content/PDF_download.aspx?id=748
https://apps.psc.wi.gov/ERF/ERFsearch/content/searchResult.aspx?UTIL=5&CASE=BP&SEQ=2023&START=none&END=none&TYPE=none&SERVICE=none&KEY=none&NON=N
https://wedc.org/programs-and-resources/regional-economic-development-partners/
https://economicdevelopment.extension.wisc.edu/2023/01/24/broadband-equity-access-and-deployment-bead-funding-for-wisconsin-counties-tribes/
https://economicdevelopment.extension.wisc.edu/2023/01/24/broadband-equity-access-and-deployment-bead-funding-for-wisconsin-counties-tribes/
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continued updates on the BEAD Local Planning Grant Program process, please subscribe to this 

email list. 

Thank you for your continued partnership and support of the Commission’s Broadband Office.  

Please contact us at PSCStateBroadbandOffice@wisconsin.gov. 

Sincerely, 

 
Joe Fontaine 

Administrator 

Division of Digital Access, Consumer and Environmental Affairs 

 
JF:AK:RT:MM:kle  DL: 01926914 

 

 

cc: County Board Chairs; County Board Supervisors; County Clerks; Regional Economic 

Development Organization Directors; County Economic Development Directors; County Land 

Information Officers.  

 

 

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/q5T6NsO/BEAD
mailto:PSCStateBroadbandOffice@wisconsin.gov


  
   
Greetings, 
 
We are contacting you to better understand broadband availability, access, and adoption in your county. 
We are collecting this critical information to help inform the State’s 5-Year Action Plan for Broadband as 
part of the Internet for All Programs (Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment [BEAD]) and Digital 
Equity (DE) authorized and funded through the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL). Your county’s 
participation will help us ensure that statewide plans address the needs of all Wisconsinites. This effort 
is a comprehensive survey of county broadband activities within the state. 

 
Who is sponsoring the County Broadband Survey? 
 
The Public Service Commission of Wisconsin (PSC) – is working with the University of Wisconsin 
Madison – Division of Extension and the University of Wisconsin – River Falls to collect information 
that will be used to develop Wisconsin’s 5-Year Action Plan for Broadband. 
 
When is the deadline for completion? 
 
All surveys need to be submitted by May 15. Although you will be submitting your data as part of the 
statewide effort, we encourage you to utilize the data you collect locally to guide your local planning 
process.  
 
How much time will the County Broadband Survey take? 
 
It will take less than an hour for counties without any broadband activity, and up to several hours for 
those with more broadband activities. You can view a PDF version of the survey to gather the 
necessary information and plan accordingly. 
 
Will the county be compensated for our time? 
 
Yes, the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin has authorized reimbursement to be made available 
to counties up to $1,000 to cover time and expenses incurred. Once your completed survey is 
received you will be notified of the process for submitting a template provided by the PSC to 
document costs for reimbursement. 
 
What will the County Broadband Survey ask about? 
 
The County Broadband Survey will serve to comprehensively document current county activities 
related to broadband planning access and deployment, as well as digital equity activities. The survey 
will also ask about barriers you are experiencing when trying to bring “Internet to All” within your 
county. You will be provided an opportunity to inform the Wisconsin Broadband Office of your 
county’s priorities for broadband and resource needs.  
 
  

https://economicdevelopment.extension.wisc.edu/files/2023/04/Broadband-Survey-Instrument-final4-6-23.pdf


  
   

How will the information be used? 
 
The information collected will be used to create an action plan for how Wisconsin will achieve 
Internet for All and deploy federal dollars designated through the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law for 
broadband expansion over the next 5 years.   
 
Who should complete the County Broadband Survey? 
 
The survey is being sent to you as the administrative contact for the county, but it is anticipated that 
you will need to request the assistance of others within the county to complete all sections. This may 
mean reaching out to other departments such as zoning and planning, current broadband 
committees established by the county and other municipalities or organizations within the county.  
 
Although the county may not be directly involved in digital equity and inclusion activities, we are 
requesting you include those activities in your responses. This may mean contacting schools, libraries, 
employment agencies, businesses, community organizations and nonprofits to find out the services 
currently offered. 
 
After beginning, can I pause the survey while gathering information, or do I need to complete it all 
at once? 
 
You will be able to return to the survey multiple times. There is a PDF version of the survey that you 
may use to help prepare needed information – access the PDF here.  Once you have finished, click 
"submit." 
 
What if I have questions or need help? 
 
If you have any questions, you can contact Gail Huycke (gail.huycke@wisc.edu; 608-957-5539). 

 
Thank you for taking the time to complete this questionnaire for your county. Your participation in this 
survey will have a lasting impact, and your contributions are greatly appreciated. For more information, 
visit the County Broadband Survey homepage. 
 
Thank you for your time. 
 
Sincerely,  

  
Benoy Jacob | Institute Director Joe Fontaine | Administrative 
Community Development Institute Division of Digital Access, Consumer, and Environmental  
Division of Extension  Affairs 
University of Wisconsin-Madison Public Service Commission of Wisconsin 

https://economicdevelopment.extension.wisc.edu/files/2023/04/Broadband-Survey-Instrument-final4-6-23.pdf
mailto:gail.huycke@wisc.edu
https://economicdevelopment.extension.wisc.edu/county-broadband-survey/


 

Chippewa Valley Spirit Awards: March 30, 2023 
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