
PLEASE NOTE:  Upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of individuals with disabilities through sign 
language, interpreters or other auxiliary aids.  For additional information or to request the service, contact the County ADA 
Coordinator at 839-4710, (FAX) 839-1669 or 839-4735, TTY: use Relay (711) or by writing to the ADA Coordinator, Human Resources, 
Eau Claire County Courthouse, 721 Oxford Avenue, Eau Claire, WI 54703.

AGENDA 
Eau Claire County 

Broadband Committee 
Thursday, August 25, 2022 

5:00 P.M.  

Courthouse – Room #3312  
721 Oxford Avenue – Eau Claire, WI 

Those wishing to make public comments must submit their name and address no later than 30 minutes prior to 
the meeting to greg.dachel@eauclairecounty.gov  

Join from phone: 1-415-655-0001 Access code: 2599 209 8825 

Join from meeting link: 
https://eauclairecounty.webex.com/eauclairecounty/j.php?MTID=m61e3ff9791677b90e03e2274d3701067 

Join by meeting number: 2599 209 8825 Password: P867nsy2NVm 

1. Call to order and confirmation of meeting notice.

2. Roll Call

3. Public Comment (limit to 3 minutes per person)

4. Review/Approval of June 16, 2022, Committee Meeting Minutes – Discussion/Action

5. Recognition of Scott Hoffman, Joe Alf, Sarah Lipke, and Ann Nielsen for their past service as the Broadband
Committee Chair - Discussion

6. Committee Membership Update - Discussion

7. Broadband Committee Extension – Discussion/Action

8. Internet Service Provider (ISP) Updates – Discussion

9. Digital Equity Advisory Group – Discussion

a. Induction of Amber Scharenbroch, - Community Impact Director – Digital Equity

10. SpaceX Starlink Pilot Project Update – Discussion/Action

11. Press release promoting the Speed test and survey – Discussion

12. Next Steps and future meetings – Discussion/Action

a. Future Meeting: September 15, 2022.

13. Adjourn

mailto:rod.eslinger@eauclairecounty.gov
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MEETING MINUTES 
Eau Claire County 

Broadband Committee 
Thursday, June 16, 2022  

4:00 P.M.   
 

Courthouse – Room #3312  
721 Oxford Avenue – Eau Claire, WI   

 
Those wishing to make public comments must submit their name and address no later than 30 minutes prior to 

the meeting to rod.eslinger@co.eau-claire.wi.us 
 
Members Present:  Todd Meyer, Luke Hanson, Collin Pomplun, Tim Laubach, Thomas Lange, Lynn 
Thompson, and Mark Zuber.   
 
Staff Present: Rodney J. Eslinger, Director of Planning and Development, Greg Dachel, Director of 
Information Systems 
 
Others Present: Dave Hayden, Andy Neborak, Avery Shanahan, Don Mowry  
 

1. Call to order and confirmation of meeting notice. 
 

  The meeting was called to order at 4:01 p.m. and the meeting notice was confirmed.  
 

2. Roll Call – Members present are noted above. 
 

3. Public Comment (limit to 3 minutes per person) – Julie Westphal, property owner from the Town of 
Clear Creek, addressed the committee regarding her concerns about a lack of highspeed internet where 
she lives.   

 
4. Election of the Broadband Committee Chair and Vice Chair – Discussion/Action 

 
Mark Zuber nominated Todd Meyer for chair.  No one else was nominated for chair; motion for Todd 
Meyer to serve as the committee chair carried on a voice vote with all in favor of the motion.   
 
Lynn Thompson nominated Mark Zuber for vice chair. No one else was nominated for vice chair, 
motion for Mark Zuber to serve as the committee vice chair carried on a voice vote with all in favor of 
the motion.  

 
5. Appointment of the Broadband Committee Clerk – Discussion/Action 

 
The committee appointed Rod Eslinger as the committee clerk.   

 
6. Recognition of Don Mowry for his past service as the Broadband Committee Chair – Discussion  
 

The committee recognized Don Mowry for his service and time on the broadband committee.  Don 
spoke briefly about the broadband committee’s accomplishments since it formed in 2019.  He was 
proud of bringing highspeed internet to the Drammen and Brunswick, and he credited the 
collaborations with the ISP’s, towns, and county for securing grants.   
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7. Broadband Committee Term (20-21.080) and Membership – Discussion/Action 

 
The committee asked work with Corporation Counsel’s office to draft resolution on the committee 
term and to work with Committee on Administrative to allow hybrid meeting (where meeting virtually 
is an option).  Mark Zuber motioned to approve drafting a resolution on the committee’s term, Tom 
Lange seconded the motion; motion carried on a voice vote with all in favor of the motion.    
  

8. Internet Service Provider (ISP) Updates – Discussion/Action 
 

a. Spectrum/Charter RDOF update – Clerk Eslinger provided the committee an email from Mike 
Hill regarding Charter’s current progress on their RDOF. 

b. Mosaic Communications – no update 
 

9. Digital Equity/Inclusion “United Way” Resolution/MOU – Discussion/Action 
 

Dave Hayden and Andy Neborak updated the committee regarding the Digital Equity and Inclusive 
United Way Resolution and MOU.  They indicated that the funding would support the hire of a staff 
who oversee the program.  Mr. Neborak mentioned that the program will intersect with schools, PC for 
People, connecting people to digital resources, provide independent living skills to children in foster 
care, and provide other community support related to digital equity.   
 
Luke Hanson motioned to approve the Digital Equity/Inclusion United Way resolution and MOU as 
presented in the packet, Tim Laubach seconded the motion; motion carried on a voice vote with all in 
favor of the motion.    

 
10. Strategy to serve the eastern Eau Claire County – Discussion/Action 

 
The committee discussed the need for additional mapping of data (speed test/survey) and looking at all 
funding sources.   

 
11. WI GEO Software – Discussion/Action 

 
Dave Hayden shared an example of the Momentum West speed test and indicated that he’s working 
with county GIS staff to include our survey questions into the speed test.  It’s important to obtain 
additional information (dots on the map) that contain data on the levels of internet service throughout 
the county for future grant opportunities.   

 
12. Verizon 5G project – Discussion 

 
Staff indicated that Verizon made a PSC application for their expansion of 5G in the county.   

 
13. SpaceX Starlink Pilot Project Update – Discussion/Action 

 
Greg Dachel gave the committee an update on the Starlink pilot project and its sunset timeline.  All 
participants will be receiving information from Starlink on how they can continue with their service or 
how they can end the program.  The pilot project will be wrapping up in August.   
 
 
 
 
 



 
14. Review/Approval of February 22, 2022, Committee Meeting Minutes – Discussion/Action 

 
The committee reviewed the meeting minutes of February 22, 2022.  Mark Zuber motioned to approve 
the minutes; Tom Lange seconded the motion; motion carried on a voice vote with all in favor of the 
motion.    

 
15. Next Steps and future meetings – Discussion/Action 

a. Future Meeting: August 18, 2022  
b. Update from Charter’s progress on the RDOF build out. 

 
16. Adjourn 

 
Adjourn Action: Meeting adjourned by unanimous consent at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Respectively submitted by,  
 
 
 
Rodney J. Eslinger,  
Clerk for the Broadband Committee 
Director of Planning and Development 
 



Eau Claire County 
Broadband Committee Membership (as of 8/15/22) 

 
 11 Member 

Committee 
 Affiliation/ Business  Email 

1 Todd Meyer Committee 
Chair 

County Board Supervisor Town of 
Fairchild Chair 

Todd.Meyer@eauclairecounty.gov 
 

2 Mark Zuber Committee Vice 
Chair 

Town of Drammen Clerk  townofdrammen@outlook.com 
 

3 Luke Hanson   Eau Claire Economic Development 
Corporation 

 luke.hanson@eauclaire-wi.com 
 

4 Thomas Lange  CVTC Vice President of IT  tlange8@cvtc.edu 
 

5 Collin Pomplun  Augusta Area School District IT   cpomplun@augusta.k12.wi.us 
 

6 Tim Laubach  Mega Coop IS Manager  Tim.laubach@megacoop.com 
 

7 Lynn Thompson  Former Eau Claire Energy 
Cooperative, President, and CEO 

 ojibwalynn@gmail.com 
 

8 Monica Obrycki  Current ECEC President   Mobrycki@ecec.com 
 

9 Don Mowry  Former 
Committee 
Chair 

Former County Board Supervisor Emeritus 
Professor of 
Social Work, 
UW-EC 

dmowry@uwec.edu 
 

10 Waiting for 
Application 
from Marshfield 
Clinic 

    

11 Vacate      
      
 Ex-Officio     
 Rod Eslinger Committee 

Clerk 
Director of Planning and 
Development, Eau Claire County 

 Rod.eslinger@eauclairecounty.gov 
 

 Greg Dachel  Director of Information Services, 
Eau Claire County 

 Greg.dachel@eauclairecounty.gov 
 

 David Hayden  Retired IS Director, Eau Clair 
County – Contracted Support 
Position 

 david.hayden@eauclairecounty.gov 
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Enrolled No.             RESOLUTION             File No. 22-23/047 1 
 2 

 3 
EXTENDING THE EXISTENCE OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON RURAL 4 
BROADBAND 5 

 6 
WHEREAS,  The Eau Claire County Board of Supervisors, pursuant to Resolution No. 7 

19-20/020, Enrolled No. R163-013 created a special committee on Rural Broadband; and  8 
 9 
WHEREAS, the Eau Claire County Board adopted Resolution 20-21/080 on October 20, 10 

2020 extending the existence of the Special Committee on  Rural Broadband; and 11 
 12 

WHEREAS, the Rural Broadband Special committee was charged with the function of 13 
identifying under-served rural arears and gaps in broadband service.  Identify potential strategies 14 
to improve access, and recommend cooperative ventures to improve rural broadband coverage; 15 
and  16 
 17 

WHEREAS,  the Rural Broadband Committee is composed of varied stakeholders who 18 
represent educational, technical, Extension, and rural partners; and 19 
  20 

WHEREAS,  the Rural Broadband Committee has made progress in reaching its goals it 21 
has yet to approve a final plan to improve access to broadband services in rural areas of Eau 22 
Claire County.  23 
 24 

NOW THERFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Eau Claire County Board of Supervisors 25 
extends existence of the special committee on Rural Broadband as created by Resolution No. 19-26 
20/020, Enrolled No. R163-013 until such time as a final plan is approved but not longer than 24 27 
months from the date of approval of this resolution.        28 
    29 

_______________________________________ 30 
 31 
_______________________________________ 32 
 33 
_______________________________________ 34 
 35 
_______________________________________ 36 
 37 
_______________________________________ 38 
Committee on Administration      39 

 40 
  41 
 42 



From: Buck Webb
To: Rod Eslinger
Subject: Re: Invite to the Eau Claire County Broadband Committee Meeting - 8/18 at 4 pm
Date: Friday, August 12, 2022 3:51:30 PM
Attachments: image001.jpg

WARNING!! This email originated outside Eau Claire County. Do not click any links or
attachments unless you know the sender.
Hi Rod.

I will be on vacation all next week and unable to make it.  

What I can report is that TCC was awarded the grant for the Town of Pleasant Valley and we
will be starting that project next spring.  Our part of that project will cover about 26 homes. 
The Town of Drammen project is complete with construction.  Approximately 80% of
locations have been connected. The other project that will be starting next year is upgrading
our coax facilities in the Village of Fairchild to FTTH.  This will be a 2 year project and will
be funded by TCC.

At this point we are waiting to see what other funding opportunities will become available. 
We do know that the Town of Clear Creek has 18 locations that currently are in a doughnut
hole between Spectrum and Tri-County and we continue to see what can be done to help them
out.

Thanks,

Buck Webb
Chief Operating Officer

Tri-County Communications Cooperative
http://www.tccpro.net | bwebb@tccpro.net
(715) 695.2691 | (800) 831.0610 |

 INTERNET - CABLE TV - PHONE

On Fri, Aug 12, 2022 at 2:00 PM Rod Eslinger <Rod.Eslinger@eauclairecounty.gov> wrote:

All –

 

You are invited to attend the Eau Claire County Broadband Committee meeting on
August 18th, 2022, at 4 pm in room 3312 of the Eau Claire County Courthouse. 
This is an in-person meeting where you’ll have an opportunity to provide the
committee any updates you may have regarding broadband in Eau Claire County. 
If you’re unable to attend and you still want to give an update you may do so by

mailto:bwebb@tccpro.net
mailto:Rod.Eslinger@eauclairecounty.gov
http://www.tccpro.net/
mailto:bwebb@tccpro.net
mailto:Rod.Eslinger@eauclairecounty.gov



forwarding me your written update and I’ll be sure that it’s shared with the
committee. 

 

On behalf of the committee, I want to thank you in advance for your consideration.

 

Have a great weekend! 

 

Rodney J. Eslinger

Planning and Development Director

721 Oxford Ave., Suite 3344• Eau Claire, WI 54703

Direct: 715-839-1657 Cell: 715-210-2436 Fax: 715-831-5802

Email: rod.eslinger@eauclairecounty.gov

 

          

Planning and Development 

 

"Success is not the key to happiness. Happiness is the key to success. If you love what you
are doing, you will be successful."  -- Albert Schweitzer

 

This communication constitutes an electronic communication within the meaning of the
Electronic Privacy Act, 18 USC 2510 and its disclosure is strictly limited to the recipient
intended by the sender of this message. This communication is confidential and may contain
information that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law.
Receipt by anyone other than the intended recipient does not constitute waiver or loss of the
confidential or privileged nature of the communication. If the person receiving this message
is not the intended recipient or you have received this message in error, any review,
publication, copying or other distribution of this information is strictly prohibited. If you
received this communication in error, please notify the sender immediately at the email

mailto:rod.eslinger@eauclairecounty.gov
https://www.co.eau-claire.wi.us/


address above, return the original message to me by mail, destroy any copies you may have
made and delete the communication from any computer and/or storage media. Thank you
for your cooperation.



























 

 
 

The Need for Speed 
Taking a simple internet speed test is important 
for bringing high-speed broadband to  
Eau Claire County. 

 

EAU CLAIRE COUNTY 
BROADBAND COMMITTEE 

 
For Immediate Release 8/????/2022 
(Eau Claire, Wis.) – By now most of us know the reality; high-speed internet access is an 
essential tool for functioning in everyday life. Whether we are making a doctor’s appointment, 
buying groceries, or going to school; having access to high-speed internet is critical in today’s 
society. Many of the residents of Eau Claire County still lack access to broadband or have slow 
internet speeds.   
 
With this release, the Eau Claire County Broadband Committee announces that it has 
partnered (or teamed up) with Momentum West, the Wisconsin Economic Development 
Corporation (WEDC), and other parties in the Chippewa Valley to offer an internet speed test 
survey.   
 
The mission of the Eau Claire County Broadband Committee is to serve as a collaboration and 
connection hub that works with citizens, businesses, industries, agriculture, units of government, 
and broadband providers to increase the availability, delivery, and utilization of high-speed 
internet services countywide. To achieve this mission, the committee is asking all community 
residents to take the speed test survey. There is also an opportunity to provide comments if you 
would like to. This information will help the committee further identify areas of greatest need and 
assist the committee to identify appropriate funding and project priorities . OR The data collected 
from the speed test survey will support internet service providers (ISPs) and Eau Claire County 
communities when seeking future broadband grants and other financial assistance to improve 
broadband infrastructure in the county.   

 
We as policymakers rely upon you for good information. This speed test provides the sort of 

critical basic data that should drive policy decisions. If you care about internet access for economic 
development and equity of opportunity, logging on and taking the test is as important as voting. 
Please help us make the best choices for our entire community.  Eau Claire County Broadband 
Committee Chair: Todd Meyer 
 

Eau Claire County residents are encouraged to take the speed test survey at this link: Eau Claire 
Broadband Survey (arcgis.com) www.eau-claire-broadband-survey--eccounty.hub.arcgis.com or 
contact Rod Eslinger, Director of Planning and Development at 715-839-1657 to receive a paper 
copy of the survey.   I’m not sure this is necessary. Thoughts? 

 

https://eau-claire-broadband-survey-eccounty.hub.arcgis.com/
https://eau-claire-broadband-survey-eccounty.hub.arcgis.com/
http://www.eau-claire-broadband-survey--eccounty.hub.arcgis.com/
Beth Martin
Do you already have shortened urls for these we could use?  If not, I will create them.



 
 
 
 
 

## 
 

Incorporated in 1856, Eau Claire County’s mission is “To provide quality, innovative and 
cost-effective services that safeguard and enhance the well-being of residents and 
resources.” Covering 655 square miles in northwest Wisconsin, Eau Claire County 
government services touch those who live in the county, visitors, and others in the 
Chippewa River Valley. For more information, visit our website at www.co.eau- 
claire.wi.us or go to our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/EauClaireCounty. 

 

Media contacts: 
Name, Position Name, Position 
Eau Claire County (Dept.) Eau Claire County (Dept.) 
(715) xxx-xxxx (715) xxx-xxxx 
First.Last@co.eau-claire.wi.us First.Last@co.eau-claire.wi.us 

 
Where Communities Come Together 
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