
PLEASE NOTE:  Upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of individuals with disabilities through sign 
language, interpreters or other auxiliary aids.  For additional information or to request the service, contact the County ADA 
Coordinator at 839-4710, (FAX) 839-1669 or 839-4735, TTY: use Relay (711) or by writing to the ADA Coordinator, Human Resources, 
Eau Claire County Courthouse, 721 Oxford Avenue, Eau Claire, WI 54703. 

AGENDA 

Eau Claire County 

Broadband Committee 

Thursday, January 20, 2022  

4:00 P.M.   

Remote Meeting via Webex Events 

 

Those wishing to make public comments must submit their name and address no later than 30 minutes prior to 

the meeting to rod.eslinger@co.eau-claire.wi.us 

.  

Comments are limited to 3 minutes; you will be called on during the public comment section of the meeting. 

Written comments will also be accepted and should be submitted to the e-mail address listed above. 

 
Join WebEx Meeting: https://eauclairecounty.webex.com   Meeting ID: 167 775 1184, Password: qMPYqiCn574 

*Meeting audio can be listened to using this Audio conference dial in information. 

Public Access: Dial in Number: 1-415-655-0001 Access Code: 167 775 1184 ## 

*Mute your device upon entry 

 
1. Call to order and confirmation of meeting notice. 

 

2. Roll Call 

 

3. Public Comment (limit to 3 minutes per person) 

 

4. County ARPA Fund Support Update – (Dave Hayden) - Discussion 

 

5. Internet Service Provider (ISP) Updates – Discussion/Action 

 

6. Town ARPA Fund Update (Mark Zuber) - Discussion 

 

7. Update on PSC grant applications - Discussion 

 

8. SpaceX Starlink Pilot Project Update (Greg Dachel) – Discussion/Action 

 

9. Town of Brunswick’s application for County ARPA fund match - Discussion/Action 

 

10. Release of County ARPA Match Funds Checklist – Discussion/Action 

 

11. Review/Approval of December 16, 2021, Committee Meeting Minutes – Discussion/Action 

 

12. Next Steps and future meetings – Discussion/Action 

 

a. Future Meeting: February 17, 2022. 

 

13. Adjourn 

mailto:rod.eslinger@co.eau-claire.wi.us
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MEETING MINUTES 

Eau Claire County 

Broadband Committee 

Thursday, December 16, 2021  

4:00 P.M.   

Remote Meeting via WebEx Events 

 

Those wishing to make public comments must submit their name and address no later than 30 minutes prior to 

the meeting to rod.eslinger@co.eau-claire.wi.us 

.  

Comments are limited to 3 minutes; you will be called on during the public comment section of the meeting. 

Written comments will also be accepted and should be submitted to the e-mail address listed above. 

 
Join WebEx Meeting: https://eauclairecounty.webex.com   Meeting ID: 167 775 1184, Password: qMPYqiCn574 

*Meeting audio can be listened to using this Audio conference dial in information. 

Public Access: Dial in Number: 1-415-655-0001 Access Code: 167 775 1184 ## 

*Mute your device upon entry 

 

Members Present:  Donald Mowry, Joe Alf, Luke Hanson, Collin Pomplun, Thomas Lang, Lynn Thompson, 

Sarah Lipke, Scott Hoffman, and Mark Zuber.   

 

Staff Present: Rodney J. Eslinger, Director of Planning and Development, Greg Dachel, Director of 

Information Systems 

 

Others Present: Dave Hayden, Doug Carlson, Jim Kusilek, Kathryn Schauf, John LeBrun, Jeff Emery, Andy 

Neborak 

 

1. Call to order and confirmation of meeting notice. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 4:00 p.m. and the meeting notice was confirmed.  

 

2. Roll Call – Members present are noted above. 

 

3. Public Comment (limit to 3 minutes per person) – None 

 

4. County ARPA Fund Support: Dave Hayden – Discussion 

 

Dave Hayden updated the committee as to his new support role to the committee and briefly explained  

how he’ll be assisting towns with their broadband infrastructure projects.  Kathryn Schauf, County 

Administrator, stated her excitement to have Dave onboard to be able to address the broadband needs of 

our rural partners and advance the efforts the digital equity goals.  

 

5. Internet Service Provider (ISP) Updates – Discussion/Action 

 

Jim Kusilek of 24/7 Telecom Inc. updated the committee regarding its ARPA Broadband Grant it received 

to build out its fiber network to the remaining unserved/underserved areas of the Town of Brunswick.  His 

company is currently in the planning stages on how this project will be built out in 2022.  Jim also noted 

he’s been in contact with the Town of Union regarding applying for a PSC Broadband Grant to build out 

the broadband infrastructure in areas that currently don’t have it.  He plans to meet with the Town of 

Union Town Board in January regarding the project.   

 

mailto:rod.eslinger@co.eau-claire.wi.us
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6. Community Engagement Updates – Discussion 

 

Don Mowry indicated that Tri-County Communications (TCC) is working with the Town of Pleasant 

Valley and the Town of Clear Creek on a possible broadband project.   

 

Rod Eslinger said that Town of Washington and Town of Pleasant Valley was in working with Charter 

regarding a possible broadband project to serve the unserved/underserved areas in those communities.   

 

Tom Lang inquired about how TDS will be serving the City of Eau Claire and whether the company plans 

to serve other areas in the County.  Mr. Eslinger stated he talked with the TDS representative and the 

representative said their plans are to build the Eau Claire and Chippewa Falls broadband network first and 

then move into Village of Lake Hallie.  Serving the rural areas would be based on densities of locations 

but would be out several years.   

 

7. SpaceX Starlink Pilot Project Update – Discussion/Action 

 

Greg Dachel gave the committee an update on the Starlink pilot project.    

 

8. Digital Inclusion –  

 

a. Resolution to create a coalition committed to county-wide digital inclusion – Discussion/Action 

b. Federal Infrastructure Bill – Broadband – Discussion 

c. Application to the UWEC Community Leadership Class – Discussion/Action 

d. United Way/Broadband Committee - Digital Inclusion Partnership Opportunity – Discussion/Action  

 

Discussion on how to move forward with a Digital Inclusion program.  Don Mowry and Andy Neborak 

discussed about looking at the Techquity program of the United Way of Greater Milwaukee & Waukesha 

County as a possible framework for a collaboration with the United Way of the Chippewa Valley.  The 

Techquity core strategies are: 

• Access: Ensuring all members of our community have access to affordable, reliable broadband. 

• Devices: Meeting the community’s needs for digital devices required to be healthy and successful at 

work, school, home, and the community at large. 

• Skills: Equipping our community with the necessary digital skills, literacy, and vocational 

opportunities to participate and excel in the digital economy. 

• Advocacy: Using our collective voice to fight for the digital equity and inclusion of every member of 

our community. 

 

Don mentioned that the City and County of Eau Claire already recycle PC’s with the PCs for People out of 

Minnesota.  This program provides PC’s to families in need.  

 

The committee discussed the next step to support Digital Inclusion.  Kathryn Schauf mentioned that we 

need to identify a pathway forward and what it looks like to be sustainable beyond the ARPA dollars. 

 

It was suggested to put together an advisory group.  Put out a list of skillsets and collect names.  Scope an 

overall strategy and make budget requests.  There are points of intersection with this committee to move 

on.  Tom Lang suggested looking at the public libraires as a launch point and to sustain a program.  Some 

names suggested for the work group: 

 

Dave Hayden, Andy Neborak, Tom Lang (or CVTC rep), Scott Hoffman, Don Mowry, Beth Martin, Greg 

Dachel 



 

Don mentioned that he applied for Digital Inclusion grant through the Federal Infrastructure Bill but was 

not selected this year. 

 

9. Digital Literacy and Equity Updates – Discussion 

 

Don Mowry updated the committee on the Digital Literacy & Equity program at UW-EC.  7 applications 

were filed seeking assistance which were matched to 5 students. 

 

10. Review/Approval of October 21, 2021, and November 18, 2021 Committee Meeting Minutes – 

Discussion/Action 

 

The committee reviewed the meeting minutes of October 21, 2021, and November 18, 2021.  Mark Zuber 

motioned to approve the minutes as presented, Luke Hanson seconded the motion; motion carried on a 

voice vote with all in favor of the motion.    

 

11. Next Steps and future meetings – Discussion/Action 

a. Future Meeting: January 20, 2022  

b. Update on Grant Applications 

c. Grants to look at for Digital Equity 

d. Look at Tele-medicine PSC grants for rural health 

e. Geo Partners statewide broadband performance testing 

 

12. Adjourn 

 

Adjourn Action: Meeting adjourned by unanimous consent at 5:00 p.m. 

 

Respectively submitted by,  

 

 

 

 

Rodney J. Eslinger,  

Clerk for the Broadband Committee 

Director of Planning and Development 

 

Greg Dachel 

IS Director 
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