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Please note: Upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of disabled individuals through sign language, interpreters, or other auxiliary aids.  For additional 

information or to request the service, contact the County ADA Coordinator at 715-839-6945 (FAX) 715-839-1669 or (TDD) 715-839-4735 or by writing to the ADA Coordinator, Human Resources 

Department, Eau Claire County Courthouse, 721 Oxford Ave., Eau Claire, Wisconsin 54703. 

AGENDA 
Eau Claire County 

• Land Conservation Commission • 
Date:  Monday, December 20, 2021  Time:  1:00 P.M. 

*via remote access ONLY. 

*Event link below can be used to connect to meeting and interact (by the chair) from computer or through the 

WebEx Meeting smartphone app. 

Join WebEx Meeting: https://eauclairecounty.webex.com,  

Meeting ID:  2595 578 6205, Password:  MDhgMrnV898   

*Meeting audio can be listened to using this Audio conference dial in information. 

Audio conference: 1-415-655-0001, Access Code:  2595 578 6205 

For those wishing to make public comment, you must e-mail Greg Leonard at 

 Greg.Leonard@co.eau-claire.wi.us at least 30 minutes prior to the start of the meeting.  You will be called on 

during the public comment period to make your comments. 

 

AGENDA 
 

1. Call to order by Chair 
2. Roll call 
3. Confirmation of Compliance with Open Meeting Law 
4. Public Comment Period 
5. Review/Approval of November 15, 2021 meeting minutes – Discussion/Action    pages 2-3 
6. Review Vouchers and Ledger Update – Discussion       page 4 
7. Bond fund transfer to Chippewa County – Discussion/Action     page 5 
8. Approval of new and/or previously authorized Cost-Share agreements – Discussion/Action      pages 6-16 
9. Farmland Preservation Program signatory authority – Discussion/Action            pages 17-18 
10. Cost-share policy revision to incorporate economic hardship – Discussion/Action        page 19-24 
11. Approve County Membership to WI Land+Water and contribution to Wisconsin Envirothon –         

Discussion/Action page 25-27 
12. Land & Water Resource Management Plan update – Discussion  
13. Committee, Staff and Agency Updates    

a. Eau Claire River Watershed Coalition  
b. Targeted Runoff Management (TRM) program 
c. Multi-Discharger Variance (MDV) program  
d. Water Quality Trading with the City of Augusta  
e. Land Stewardship Subcommittee  
f. USDA-NRCS / FSA      
g. DNR-Forestry 
h. UW-Extension  

14. Future Agenda items 
15. Set date for next meeting 
16. Adjourn 
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EAU CLAIRE COUNTY 
LAND CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES – MONDAY, NOVEMBER 15 2021 
REMOTE MEETING - EAU CLAIRE, WI 54703  

MEMBERS PRESENT: Gary Gibson, Robin Leary, Dean Solie, Glory Adams, Heather DeLuka, Tami Schraufnagel, Missy 
Christopherson. 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Ricky Strauch  
STAFF PRESENT: Greg Leonard, Chad Berge, Tim Wucherer, Liz Fagen, and Holly Kuhl – Land Conservation Division; 

Rod Eslinger– Planning and Development 
OTHERS PRESENT: Michele Skinner – Lake Altoona Protection & Rehabilitation District 

1) Call to order by Chair   
Chair Gibson called the remote meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.   
 

2) Roll call 
Roll call was taken.  A quorum was present. 

 
3) Confirmation of Compliance with Open Meetings Law  

Gibson confirmed compliance with the open meetings law. 
 
4) Public Comment Period 

None. 
 

5) Review/Approval of October 18, 2021 meeting minutes – Discussion/Action    
ACTION:  Motion by Christopherson to approve minutes as presented.  Motion carried on a voice vote without any 
opposition, 7-0-0. 
 

6) Conservation Technician-Agronomist position update – Discussion  
Tim Wucherer was introduced as the new Conservation Technician-Agronomist.  Everyone welcomed Tim and 
introduced themselves. 
 

7) Review Vouchers and Ledger Update   
The October expenditures and revenues were reviewed.   
 

8) Approval of new and/or previously authorized Cost-Share agreements – Discussion/Action 
The following Cost-Share applications were presented for approval.   
 
Eliza Smith – Well Abandonment - $400.00 (County Levy Funds), $450.00 (Landowner funds) 
ACTION:  Motion by Leary to approve the well abandonment cost-share agreement.  Motion carried on a voice vote, 
7-0-0. 
 
Scott Geske – Grassed Waterway - $7,000.00 (DNR – TRM funds), $500.00 (County Levy Funds),  
                                                               $2,500.00 (Landowner Funds) 
ACTION:  Motion by Solie to approve the grassed waterway cost-share agreement.  Motion carried on a voice vote, 
7-0-0. 
 
Gerard Hanson – Stream Crossing - $13,750.00 (DATCP-bond funds), $1,375.00 (County Levy funds),  
                                                                $12,375.00 (Landowner funds) 
ACTION:  Motion by Leary to approve the stream crossing cost-share agreement.  Motion carried on a voice vote,  
7-0-0. 
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9) Land & Water Resource Management Plan update:  Advisory Committee Members– Discussion/Action  

The Land & Water Management Plan update process will begin soon.  LCC members can serve on the Advisory 
Committee.  Solie’s term on the LCC will end with his term ending on the FSA committee. 
ACTION:  Motion by Leary to appoint Robin Leary as a LCC member, and Dean Solie as a citizen member, to the Land 
& Water Resource Management Plan update committee, motion carried on a voice vote, 7-0-0. 
 

10) Conservation Awards – Discussion/Action 
Conservation Award categories and potential recipients were discussed. 
ACTION:  Motion by DeLuka to nominate William Henke to receive a special recognition for his work with Beaver 
Creek Reserve, motion carried on a voice vote, 7-0-0. 
ACTION:  Motion by Schraufnagel to nominate Derrick & Maranda, and Doug Nelson to receive the conservation 
farmer award, motion carried on a voice vote, 7-0-0. 
ACTION:  Motion by Leary to nominate Robin Walsh to receive the water quality leadership award, motion carried 
on a voice vote, 7-0-0. 
 

11) Committee, Staff and Agency Updates  
Brief reviews and updates were provided. 
a) Eau Claire River Watershed Coalition-EPA Grant:  EPA grant and possible project ideas were discussed.   
b) Targeted Runoff Management (TRM) program:  The one-year extension has been approved by the DNR for the 

Large-Scale project; the Small-Scale project will require an administrative extension request. 
c) Multi-Discharger Variance (MDV) program:  Distribution of MDV funds was discussed. 
d) Water Quality Trading with the City of Augusta:  Part of the project will be completed this year and the 

remainder completed next spring. 
e) Land Stewardship Subcommittee:  The subcommittee is reviewing several new properties with the Parks and 

Forestry Department. 
f) USDA-NRCS / FSA:   Solie reported on FSA yield reporting and the CRP program. 
g) DNR-Forestry:  No report. 
h) UW-Extension:  No report. 

 
12) Future Agenda Items. 

(none) 
 

13) Set Date for next meeting 
The next meeting was set for Monday, December 20, 2021 at 1:00 pm as a remote meeting. 
 

14) Adjourn 
Gibson adjourned the meeting at 1:49 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Greg Leonard, LCC Clerk 
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Land Conservation Division    
2021 Bills and Deposits    

Vendor Description Account # Amount

Northland Excavating LLC
Hermundson Subsurface 
DATCP 207-15-56924-200-706 4,092.52$                           

Northland Excavating LLC
Hermundson Subsurface 
MDV 207-15-56927-390-710 4,757.48$                           

Northland Excavating LLC Hermundson Bid Bond 100-00-23172-000-000 1,000.00$                           
Voyager Fuel 100-15-56920-330-000 192.23$                              

Northland Excavating LLC
Gabler Grassed Waterway / 
DATCP 207-15-56924-200-706 5,449.59$                           

Northland Excavating LLC
Gabler Grassed Waterway / 
MDV 207-15-56927-390-710 9,145.41$                           

Northland Excavating LLC Bid Bond - Gabler 100-00-23172-000-000 1,000.00$                           

Eliza O Smith
Well Abandonment (WA-
2021-07) 207-15-56924-390-703 400.00$                              

Register of Deeds
Water Quality Trading 
Agreement 207-00-23174-000-000 30.00$                                 

Total 26,067.23$                         

Vendor Description Date Account Number Amount Deposited
Multiple Tree Sales 11/1/2021 100-15-46810-000-701 905.00$                                 
Alvin Kohlhepp NTD-21-34 11/1/2021 207-15-46820-000-720 226.00$                                 

Tarheel Dairy NTD-21--35 11/1/2021 207-15-46820-000-720 570.00$                                 
David Bailey Tree Sales 11/2/2021 100-15-46810-000-701 150.00$                                 
Dennis Boda Tree Sales 11/3/2021 100-15-46810-000-701 30.00$                                   
Multiple Tree Sales 11/5/2021 100-15-46810-000-701 415.00$                                 
Jeremy Hollister Tree Sales 11/8/2021 100-15-46810-000-701 175.00$                                 
William Gabler NTD-21-38 11/8/2021 207-15-46820-000-720 226.00$                                 
Steve Strey NTD-21-37 11/6/2021 207-15-46820-000-720 370.00$                                 
Multiple Tree Sales 11/10/2021 100-15-46810-000-701 500.00$                                 
Scott Brown NTD-21-39 11/11/2021 207-15-46820-000-720 298.00$                                 
Multiple Tree Sales 11/12/2021 100-15-46810-000-701 240.00$                                 
DNR State of Wisconsin TRM 
Grant WT Tech Asst. 11/15/2021 207-15-43586-000-719 5,273.11$                             
Paul Pendergast Tree Sales 11/18/2021 100-15-46810-000-701 80.00$                                   
Multiple Tree Sales 11/18/2021 100-15-46810-000-701 250.00$                                 
William Gabler NTD-21-40 11/18/2021 207-15-46820-000-720 250.00$                                 
Matt Keyes Tree Sales 11/19/2021 100-15-46810-000-701 135.00$                                 
Pretasky Rentals SW-21-07 ( Accent Paint) 11/19/2021 100-15-46820-000-000 765.13$                                 
Multiple Tree Sales 11/22/2021 100-15-46810-000-701 725.00$                                 
Multiple Tree Sales 11/29/2021 100-15-46810-000-701 870.00$                                 
Greg Stanek NTD-21-42 11/29/2021 207-15-46820-000-720 74.00$                                   

Total  $                           12,527.24 

The following deposits were taken to the Treasury Department to be processed.    

The following bills were sent to the Finance Department for payment.    

November
Invoices

Deposits

12/15/2021Page 4



11/30/2021

Eau Claire Chippewa

on behalf of

22,011.00

Sara Walling
November 30 21

30th November 21
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From: Gary Gibson
To: Greg Leonard
Subject: Re: Authorization on this
Date: Tuesday, November 16, 2021 3:16:38 PM
Attachments: 20211116121029309.pdf

Just got home, left you a VM. Yes I do approve.

Thank You,
Gary Gibson
District 1 Eau Claire County Supervisor

On Nov 16, 2021, at 12:04 PM, Greg Leonard <Greg.Leonard@co.eau-claire.wi.us> wrote:


Hey Gary,
 
I just left you a voice mail.  It is in relation to this previously approved agreement.  Chad just handed this to
me today.  The cost exceeds what was previously authorized, but we have plenty of grant funds to cover
this.  As per our policy, we (you and I) can pre-approve this and then take it back through the next
committee meeting.
 
Do you approve?
 
Thanks and have a great rest of your day, Greg
 

Greg Leonard
Land Conservation Manager
Eau Claire County Land Conservation Division
Planning & Development Department   |   721 Oxford Ave., Suite 3344    |     Eau Claire, WI 54703
Phone: (715) 839-4784   |   Fax: (715) 831-5802
Email: Greg.Leonard@co.eau-claire.wi.us 
Web: Eau Claire County Land Conservation     Facebook: Eau Claire County Land Conservation

 
“Conservation is a state of harmony between men and land.”    Aldo Leopold
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1

Greg Leonard

From: Smith, Katy A – DATCP <Katy.Smith@wisconsin.gov>
Sent: Friday, November 19, 2021 7:40 AM
To: Greg Leonard
Cc: Tim Wucherer
Subject: RE: FPP signing authority

WARNING!! This email originated outside Eau Claire County. Do not click any links or attachments 
unless you know the sender.  
Hi Greg & Tim,  

I don’t see anything in ATCP 50.16 that would preclude you from requesting that the Agronomist position (instead of a 
specific person) have the authority to act in the capacity as the LCC’s designee for signing CoCs, NoNs, and Cancel NoNs. 
The concept of a designee first comes up in the note under ATCP 50.16(1). It’s a clever approach as long as the LCC 
agrees.  

Give me a shout if you have any other questions!  
Thanks,  
Katy Smith  
608‐224‐4621  
Katy.Smith@wisconsin.gov  

We are committed to service excellence. 
Visit our survey at http://datcp.wi.gov/customersurvey to evaluate how I did.  

From: Greg Leonard <Greg.Leonard@co.eau‐claire.wi.us>  
Sent: Thursday, November 18, 2021 3:40 PM 
To: Smith, Katy A – DATCP <Katy.Smith@wisconsin.gov> 
Cc: Tim Wucherer <Tim.Wucherer@co.eau‐claire.wi.us> 
Subject: FPP signing authority 

Good afternoon Katy, 

Back in 2017 when Amanda started in Eau Claire County, we had the LCC give her authority to sign required FPP 
documents (CoC, NoN, etc.).  Now that Amanda has left our office, we need to give authority to our new Agronomist, 
Tim Wucherer.   

My question is can we have the LCC give authority to the position?  This would allow us to automatically transfer that 
signing authority to the new person in the position. 

Let me know what you think.  I need to put this on our next LCC agenda. 

Thanks and have a great rest of your day, Greg 

Greg Leonard 
Land Conservation Manager 
Eau Claire County Land Conservation Division 
Planning & Development Department   |   721 Oxford Ave., Suite 3344    |     Eau Claire, WI 54703
Phone: (715) 839‐4784   |   Fax: (715) 831‐5802
Email: Greg.Leonard@co.eau‐claire.wi.us 
Web: Eau Claire County Land Conservation     Facebook: Eau Claire County Land Conservation
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LCC Meeting 12/20/21 

Item 10: Cost-share policy revision to incorporate economic hardship 

 

We’ve had several manure pit closures within the county over the past several years; these are 
considered a high priority.  However, when these pits are at properties that are no longer part of an 
active farm, there can be an increased financial burden in order to close them.   

LCD staff is proposing changes to cost share rates from 75% to 90% for manure pit closures, when there 
is expressed financial hardship (ie. Land owner retired/no longer farming, bankruptcy, etc.). 

The DATCP requirements for the increase in cost share follow Wisconsin Legislature: ATCP 50.42(4) 

 

 

These requirements can be difficult to obtain if the landowner is not an active farm without a CPA.  In 
addition, most banks won’t “certify” that an individual will, or can, pay unless they have a line of credit.   

This recommended revision to our cost-share policy is not to alter the cost share rate of DATCP funds, 
but allow our office to use other funding sources to increase the cost share rate to 90% in order to close 
manure pits that are no longer being use.  Examples of funding sources include County Levy funds or 
Multi-Discharger Variance (MDV) funds. 

There are approximately 4 pits that are in our records system that have not been evaluated as to 
whether they are in use or not.  These pits, if no longer being used, are a high priority for proper closure. 
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Eau Claire County 
Conservation 

Cost Share Program 
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1. Objectives:  The Primary Objectives of this program are: 
A. To provide for the wise use of appropriated public funds for conservation of our natural resources.  
B. To provide financial incentives to install needed conservation practices.   
C. To reduce soil erosion and improve water quality in Eau Claire County. 

2. Policies: 
A. Administrative:  

The program oversight will be provided by the Eau Claire County Land Conservation Commission 
(LCC) and supervised by the Land Conservation Division (LCD) staff. 

B. Technical Assistance: 
LCD staff will provide technical assistance for the survey, design, construction supervision, and 
certification of installed practices.  All practices installed must meet Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) Standards and Specifications as described in the Technical Guide. 

C. Applicant Eligibility: 
i. All landowners and projects within Eau Claire County are potentially eligible for this 

program. 
ii. Any eligible applicant will have the opportunity to request cost sharing regardless of race, 

sex, creed, color, age, national origin, or handicap. 
D. Eligible Projects & Priority: 

i. The following practices are eligible for cost-sharing and ranked as "High" or Low" priority 
based on significance of reducing erosion or pollution, or bringing a site into compliance 
with the Agricultural Performance Standards and Prohibitions contained within Chapter 
17.04.  (Other practices described in the NRCS Technical Guide must be approved by the 
LCC to be eligible): 

Practice                 Priority 
Grassed Waterways, Diversions & Crossings * ............................................................................................ High 
Erosion Control Structures (rock chutes, dams, grade stabilization, etc.) * ............................................... High 
Stream Bank Protection (rip rap, fencing, crossings, sloping & seeding) .................................................... High 
Contour Strip Cropping ................................................................................................................................ High 
Well Abandonments .................................................................................................................................... High 
Fuel Storage Containments .......................................................................................................................... High 
Barnyard Run-off (filter walls, filter strips, roof run off management, land shaping, concrete) # ............. High 
Cattle Waterers ............................................................................................................................................ High 
Managed Grazing Systems ........................................................................................................................... High 
Manure Storage Facilities ............................................................................................................................ High 
Manure Storage Abandonments ................................................................................................................. High 
Nutrient Management (590) Plans .............................................................................................................. High 
Critical Area Treatment ................................................................................................................................ Low 
Tree Planting & Windbreaks ........................................................................................................................ Low 
Woodland Fencing  ...................................................................................................................................... Low 

* 50% of the uplands must be treated (cropland to “T”, woodlands protected from grazing) to prevent filling in of these practices 
# Must have significant runoff, as determined using the “Barny” runoff model. 
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ii. Cost sharing is NOT authorized for: portable irrigation pumps and equipment, building or 
modifications to buildings, wildlife ponds, spreading animal waste, no-till planting, black 
dirt/top soil mining in waterways, practices installed for the operator’s convenience, or for 
installation of practices that have started prior to Land Conservation commission (LCC) 
approval.   

iii. Emergency repairs, contour strips and well abandonments up to $1,000 may be approved 
by the LCD manager prior to LCC approval.  (update May 2020:  Additional approval 
authorization was granted.  See Resolution, page 5.) 

iv. A Nutrient Management (590) Plan is required for barnyard systems approved under this 
program and/or barnyard and livestock facilities.  The Nutrient Management Plan must be 
signed by a certified plan preparer and implemented by the cost share recipient, effective 
July 1, 1995. 

E. Cost Share Rates & Limits: 
i. Cost share rates and limits are as follows: 

1. All projects:  75% maximum cost share rate on the total project cost, excluding those 
listed as follows: 
a. Strip cropping, tree planting, Nutrient Management (590) Plans, and fencing can be 

based on a unit rate, such as acres or rods and are consistent with Wisconsin 
Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection (WI DATCP) rates. 

b. Fuel storage:  50% cost share rate, up to a $500 maximum payment. 
c. Well abandonment materials and labor:  50% cost share rate, up to a $400 maximum 

payment. 
ii. Cost sharing may be authorized for projects signed up under Federal or State Cost-Share 

Programs.  Maximum cost share will not exceed rates and limits listed above. 
iii. Eau Claire County LCC cost containment procedures will be followed. 

F. Variances 
The LCC may authorize a variance from these policies when, upon showing by the applicant, 
unnecessary hardship would result from being denied cost share funds.  The granting of a 
variance for unnecessary hardship must be based on findings by the LCC that: 

i. The plight of the applicant is due to unique circumstances and not to the general conditions 
of the area, and; 

ii. The conditions authorized by the variance will not have significant off-site impacts. 
 
G. Practice Lifespan, Maintenance, Restoration & Payback 

i. Practice lifespan is a minimum of ten years. 
ii. The practice will be maintained by the property owner for its lifespan.  Random spot checks 

will be made by the LCD staff to determine if the practice is being operated and maintained 
for the purpose intended. 

iii. Restoration of the practice may be authorized by the LCC for cost sharing where the 
practice was installed with cost sharing from this program and failed for reasons beyond the 
control of the landowner. 

iv. Cost share payback will be required if the practice is not maintained for the designated 
lifespan.  The payback amount will be determined by the LCC based on the extent to which 
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the practice is deemed non-functional.  If ownership, land use, or management changes  
during the practice lifespan, payback of the amount cost-shared will be required, unless: 
a. The new owner, in writing, will assume operations and maintenance of the practices.
b. It is demonstrated that the change in land use or management will not increase soil

erosion or deteriorate water quality.

3. PROCEDURES
A. Servicing

i. The LCD will screen application for eligibility and feasibility.
ii. Within one month of application, the LCC will review applications and staff

recommendations.  The LCC may approve, deny, or request additional information at that
time.  Cost estimates will be included with applications.

iii. Applicants will be notified in writing of the LCC’s decision regarding their request.
B. Construction Supervision & Compliance Check

i. All cost share projects must be supervised during construction by LCD staff.  All construction
must follow the design standards and specifications.

ii. LCD staff will conduct a construction check when the project is completed to verify
compliance with the design.

C. Certification & Payment
i. LCD staff will certify that the project is complete and has met standards and specifications.

Any exceptions must be approved by the LCC.
ii. The applicant must submit all bills and/or receipts to the LCD Manager for payment.  County

procedures will be followed to process payment.
iii. Partial payment may be made provided the landowner has signed an agreement to

complete the practice in the next program year.
D. Extensions

i. Applicants may request an extension, in writing, if they were unable to install their
approved project during the calendar year they signed up in.  Extensions will be granted for
one year.

ii. The Manager will cancel projects for which extensions have not been filed or approved.  The
Manager may also cancel projects at the landowner's request.

E. Annual Report
The LCD will submit to the LCC and the Eau Claire County Board an annual report containing the
following:
i. Number and types of practices installed.

ii. Total cost share amount for each project.
F. Records & Documents

All records, documents, field notes, design, and certification information for each project will be
kept on file in the LCD Office.

G. Other
The LCC may review and amend these policies and procedures as deemed necessary.  Current
NRCS or WI DATCP policies may be used as guidelines in reviewing policies and procedures.
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RESOLUTION 

Authorizing the Eau Claire County Land Conservation Commission (LCC) Chair, or LCC Vice-Chair, with the Land 
Conservation Division (LCD) Manager to act on behalf of LCC to approve Cost-Share applications for the 
installation of Best Management Practices. 

WHEREAS, Eau Claire County LCC has adopted Soil and Water Conservation Requirements and Agricultural 
Performance Standards for the protection and improvement of the soil and water resources of Eau Claire 
County; and 

WHEREAS, installation of Conservation Best Management Practices (BMPs) often utilize federal, state, and 
county funds available through cost-share programs which require approval of the Eau Claire LCC; and 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Eau Claire County LCC authorizes the LCC Chair or LCC Vice-chair, in 
addition to the Land Conservation Manager, to act on behalf of the Eau Claire County LCC to: 

• Approve and enter into cost-share agreements, including those which may contain economic
hardship provisions, utilizing federal, state, or county funds within the cost-share program
guidelines and granting authority;

• Approve and enter into cost-share agreement amendments which require LCC approval;
• Authorize cost-share payment to landowner/operator after payment is requested, evidence of

contractor payment by landowner/operator has been received, and grantee has verified proper
BMP installation;

• Sign and submit reimbursement claims along with necessary supporting documentation;
• Take necessary action to undertake, direct and complete the approved project.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Land Conservation Manager will report all actions taken under this 
authorization to the LCC at their next meeting, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Eau Claire County LCC shall comply with all state and federal laws, regulations 
and permit requirement pertaining to the installation of BMPs and to fulfillment of any grant document 
provisions. 

ADOPTED: 

I certify that the foregoing correctly represents 
the action taken by the undersigned commission 
on May 18, 2020 by a vote of 8 for, 0 against.

_______________________________________
Gary Gibson, Chair
Land Conservation Commission
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December 10, 2021 

Eau Claire County Land Conservation  

Division 

721 Oxford Ave., Suite 3344 

Eau Claire, WI 54703 

 

Dear Supervisor Gibson & Land Conservation Manager Leonard, 

 

We are grateful for your past support of Wisconsin Land and Water Conservation Association 

(WI Land+Water), which has allowed us to continue to evolve into one of the most effective 

conservation organizations in the state. Going forward, we pledge to continue to serve and 

represent your department and your committee by providing the highest level of service. As 

such, I would like to ask you to please consider renewing your membership with WI 

Land+Water in 2022. An invoice indicating forthcoming dues for 2022 membership is attached. 

  

In the past year, your Association has acted as a strong voice for county conservation, ensuring 

elected officials understand the value and importance of our shared work, and continuing to build 

practical partnerships with agricultural and conservation groups alike, in support of our 

conservation priorities. 

 

WI Land+Water is proud of its 2021 accomplishments, achieved in spite of the ongoing 

coronavirus pandemic, which has challenged many of our in-person events. Some highlights 

include: 

 

• Leading an effort, along with our members and partners, to secure much-needed increases in 

the state biennial budget for county conservation staff funding. Through the DATCP Soil and 

Water Resource Management (SWRM) Program budget, county conservation departments 

will receive an additional $2,065,900 in 2021-22, and $2,315,900 in 2022-23. 

• Hosting our 68th Annual Conference, but our first-ever “virtual” one, attended by over 400 

conservation professionals and highlighted by a keynote address from Oklahoma farmer and 

soil health guru Jimmy Emmons. 

• Launching a Climate Resilience Program to support counties in adapting to and preparing for 

climate impacts. 

• Unveiling a new website that will better meet our members’ needs, including the one-stop-

shop “Members Hub” that houses a searchable membership directory, events calendar, on-

demand trainings, information for committees and area associations, and much more.   

• With DATCP support, WI Land+Water’s Conservation Training Program provided 

professional development and training opportunities to over 2,000 participants through 

holding 25 webinars, one in-person tour, and one Area Interagency Training Committee 

training, as well as 23 SITCOM Conservation Training e-newsletters. 
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• Wisconsin Envirothon, coordinated by WI Land+Water, plans to hold an in-person 

Envirothon in 2022. After organizing our first virtual event in 2021 we are excited to engage 

more schools in 2022. Dues from the counties will help us reduce our registration costs for 

schools for Envirothon 2022 and reach new schools that have never participated before. Your 

support helps us bring this one-of-a-kind competition to schools across the state and engage 

students in conservation education.  

• The Standards Oversight Council (SOC), coordinated by WI Land+Water, implements a 

collaborative process and encourages broad public input to improve the quality and 

implementation of statewide conservation standards. In 2021, SOC teams completed five new 

standards: DNR 1008 Permeable Pavement, and NRCS 395 Stream Habitat Improvement and 

Management, 580 Streambank and Shoreline Protection, 582 Open Channel, and 584 Channel 

Bed Stabilization. In 2022, we expect ongoing teamwork to be substantially completed for 

DNR horizontal directional drilling and high-performance dry storm water basins standards, 

and NRCS conservation crop rotation and windbreak-shelterbelt establishment and renovation 

standards. 

 

In 2021, decision-makers in Wisconsin will continue to examine legislative and policy 

approaches toward pressing issues such as water quality improvement, farmland and working 

lands preservation, and building a more resilient landscape. The expertise contained in county 

conservation departments and committees is instrumental to offering solutions to these 

challenges, and many more. It will be critical for us to continue to present a consistent, unified 

voice in advocating for locally led conservation, and the protection of natural resources.  

 

With your membership dues payment, you ensure that WI Land+Water can continue to provide 

the resources and support needed to implement the local priorities identified in your Land and 

Water Resource Management Plan, and can promote (at both the federal and state levels) LCCs 

and LCDs as the primary local delivery mechanism to bring conservation practices to the land 

and landowners.  

 

Thank you, again, for your support. Please feel free to contact me with questions or if there is 

something we can do to make WI Land+Water a more valuable resource for you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

Matt Krueger, Executive Director 
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TO: Invoice 
Please remit total amount due to 
the letterhead address.  If your 
records differ from ours, please 
call Penny Pohle at (608) 441-
2677 immediately. 

Eau Claire County Land Conservation  
Division 
721 Oxford Ave., Suite 3344 
Eau Claire, WI 54703 

  
 

 INVOICE NO. DATE TERMS 

 
Tax ID # 39-1448749 1518-2022 12/10/2021 Due 03/03/2022 

ITEM DESCRIPTION QTY RATE AMOUNT 

County Dues 
 
 
Envirothon 
 
 
 
 
SOC 
 
 
 
 
GLC 

2022 WI Land+Water Dues 
 
 
  Please check here if your county would 
like to include $55 dues (or more) for 
Wisconsin Envirothon. 
 
  Please check here if your county would 
like to include $350 dues (or more) for the 
Standards Oversight Council. 
 
  Please check here if your county would 
like to include $50 dues (or more) for the 
Great Lakes Committee. 
 

N/A 
 
 

N/A 
 
 
 
 

N/A 
 
 
 
 

N/A 

N/A 
 
 

N/A 
 
 
 
 

N/A 
 
 
 
 

N/A 

$1784  
 
 

$ __________ 
 
 
 

$ __________ 
 
 
 
 
 

$ __________ 

 
TOTAL $ __________ 

Make check payable to: Wisconsin Land and Water Conservation Association, Inc. 
 

Thank you for your support! 
 
 
 

Phone # Fax# E-mail Web Site 

608-441-2677 608-441-2676 penny@wisconsinlandwater.org www.wisconsinlandwater.org 
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