
PLEASE NOTE:  Upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of individuals with disabilities through sign 
language, interpreters or other auxiliary aids.  For additional information or to request the service, contact the County ADA 
Coordinator at 839-4710, (FAX) 839-1669 or 839-4735, TTY: use Relay (711) or by writing to the ADA Coordinator, Human Resources, 
Eau Claire County Courthouse, 721 Oxford Avenue, Eau Claire, WI 54703. 

AGENDA 

Eau Claire County 

Broadband Committee 

Thursday, November 18, 2021  

4:00 P.M.   

Remote Meeting via Webex Events 

 

Those wishing to make public comments must submit their name and address no later than 30 minutes prior to 

the meeting to rod.eslinger@co.eau-claire.wi.us 

.  

Comments are limited to 3 minutes; you will be called on during the public comment section of the meeting. 

Written comments will also be accepted and should be submitted to the e-mail address listed above. 

 
Join WebEx Meeting: https://eauclairecounty.webex.com   Meeting ID: 167 775 1184, Password: qMPYqiCn574 

*Meeting audio can be listened to using this Audio conference dial in information. 

Public Access: Dial in Number: 1-415-655-0001 Access Code: 167 775 1184 ## 

*Mute your device upon entry 

 
1. Call to order and confirmation of meeting notice. 

 

2. Roll Call 

 

3. Public Comment (limit to 3 minutes per person) 

 

4. SpaceX Starlink Pilot Project Update – Discussion/Action 

 

5. 2022 PSC of Wisconsin Grant Application Announcement – Discussion  

 

6. Digital Inclusion Regional Approach/Update – Discussion/Action 

 

a. Resolution to create a coalition committed to county-wide digital inclusion – Discussion/Action 

b. Federal Infrastructure Bill – Broadband – Discussion 

c. Application to the UWEC Community Leadership Class – Discussion/Action  

 

7. Town/County Intergovernmental Agreements for the use of County ARPA funds – Discussion/Action 

 

8. Drammen’s application for County ARPA fund match - Discussion/Action 

 

9. Community Outreach Updates – Discussion 

 

a. Joint Meeting Bridge Creek, Fairchild, Augusta 

b. Town of Washington 

 

10. Wisconsin Broadband Summit Webinar – Discussion    

 

11. Review/Approval of October 21, 2021, Committee Meeting Minutes – Discussion/Action 

 

12. Next Steps and future meetings – Discussion/Action 

 

a. Future Meeting: December 16, 2021. 

i. Century Link (Lumen)  

ii. Charter 

iii. 24/7 Telecom (Union project)  

13. Adjourn 
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MEETING MINUTES 

Eau Claire County 

Broadband Committee 

Thursday, October 21, 2021  

4:00 P.M.   

Remote Meeting via WebEx Events 

 

Those wishing to make public comments must submit their name and address no later than 30 minutes prior to 

the meeting to rod.eslinger@co.eau-claire.wi.us 

.  

Comments are limited to 3 minutes; you will be called on during the public comment section of the meeting. 

Written comments will also be accepted and should be submitted to the e-mail address listed above. 

 
Join WebEx Meeting: https://eauclairecounty.webex.com   Meeting ID: 167 775 1184, Password: qMPYqiCn574 

*Meeting audio can be listened to using this Audio conference dial in information. 

Public Access: Dial in Number: 1-415-655-0001 Access Code: 167 775 1184 ## 

*Mute your device upon entry 

 

Members Present:  Donald Mowry, Joe Alf, Luke Hanson, Tim Laubach, Collin Pomplun, Lynn Thompson, 

Scott Hoffman, and Mark Zuber.   

 

Staff Present: Rodney J. Eslinger, Director of Planning and Development, Greg Dachel, Director of 

Information Systems 

 

Others Present: Dave Hayden, Doug Carlson, Haley Tollefson – LTD, Bob Nelson 

 

1. Call to order and confirmation of meeting notice. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 4:00 p.m. and the meeting notice was confirmed.  

 

2. Roll Call – Members present are noted above. 

 

3. Public Comment (limit to 3 minutes per person) – None 

 

4. LTD Broadband Presentation – Discussion 

 

Haley Tollefson of LTD Broadband presented to the committee details of their RDOF auction award and 

area (Hickory Hills Golf Course vicinity).  Currently LTD does not have a presence in Eau Claire County.  

She noted that LTD would offer 1 gig fiber to the premise and noted there are currently 37 potential 

service locations within the auction area.  Her company is tackling the RDOF auction by density of the 

area to be served.   

 

5. SpaceX Starlink Pilot Project Update – Discussion/Action 

 

Greg Dachel gave the committee an update on the Starlink pilot project.  He noted there are still a few 

locations are experiencing lower download and upload speeds.   

 

6. PSC ARPA Grant Announcement – Discussion  

 

24/7 Telecom was awarded a PSC ARPA grant to expands its broadband infrastructure in the Town of 

Brunswick that will serve 13 businesses and 254 residential locations.  

mailto:rod.eslinger@co.eau-claire.wi.us
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7. PSC ARPA Fund Match Application – Discussion/Action 

 

Rod Eslinger presented the draft PSC ARPA Fund Match application to the committee.  He noted that he 

has received comments back on the application from Norb Kirk, Finance Director, Chair Mowry, IS 

Director Greg Dachel, Mark Zuber and Corporation Counsel Tim Sullivan.  Mark Zuber noted that the 

select circles in section V. do not populate when clicked.  Mr. Eslinger said he’ll correct that in the master 

copy.  Mr. Zuber felt that the application contains everything that the committee will need to award the 

match funds.   

 

Mark Zuber motioned to approve the use of the ARPA Fund Match application as presented, Joe Alf 

seconded the motion; motion carried on a voice vote with all in favor of the motion.       

 

8. County ARPA Fund Match Application – Discussion/Action 

 

Mark Zuber updated the committee on the Town of Drammen’s broadband expansion project. He 

indicated that the main cable is installation is complete. They still need to port over the phone numbers 

from the previous carrier. The town will be making a request for County ARPA funds as soon as the 

application is complete.     

 

9. Town/County Intergovernmental Agreements for the use of County ARPA funds – Discussion 

 

Mr. Eslinger presented the final draft of the intergovernmental agreement and he indicated that 

Corporation Counsel Sullivan was the draftee of the document.  The committee reviewed the document 

and questioned who would sign for the county.     

 

10. Drammen’s request for County ARPA fund match for its Broadband infrastructure project - 

Discussion/Action 

 

Mark Zuber briefly went over the town’s draft application and said that the application will work well.  He 

noted that this is not their final application, so no action is needed by the committee. 

 

11. Augusta, Fairchild, Bridge Creek, Clear Creek Broadband Expansion Committee – Discussion 

 

Mark Zuber and Tom Lange (maybe Don) will be attending a meeting with officials from Augusta, 

Fairchild, Bridge Creek and Clear Creek on November 2nd to discuss the next steps on expanding 

broadband in their communities.  The group will report back at the next meeting.     

 

12. UW-EC Digital Literacy Program/Application – Discussion 

 

Don Mowry presented on the UW-EC Digital Literacy program.  He noted there are several students are 

waiting patiently to be called upon.  Potential partners for this program are Starlink participants, ADRC 

and the Towns Association. 

 

13. Digital Inclusion – Discussion/Action 

 

Don Mowry introduced the committee to “digital inclusion” and what it may become in Eau Claire 

County.  He mentioned PC for People, Twin Cities program and connecting with Dr. Jeneise Briggs, 

County’s EDI Coordinator, and County Administrator Schauf regarding requesting ARPA to develop a 

startup fund to support a digital inclusion program in Eau Claire County.     



 

14. Review/Approval of September 16, 2021, Committee Meeting Minutes – Discussion/Action 

 

The committee reviewed the meeting minutes of September 16, 2021, Mark Zuber motioned to approve 

the minutes as presented, Lynn Thompson seconded the motion; motion carried on a voice vote with all in 

favor of the motion.    

 

15. Next Steps and future meetings – Discussion/Action 

a. Future Meeting: November 18, 2021. 

b. Town/City Meeting Update 

c. 24/7 update regarding the Union project 

d. Digital Inclusion update 

e. Charter update 

f. Century Link (Lumen) update 

g. Town of Drammen ARPA application 

 

16. Adjourn 

 

Adjourn Action: Meeting adjourned by unanimous consent at 5:33 p.m. 

 

Respectively submitted by,  

 

 

 

 

Rodney J. Eslinger,  

Clerk for the Broadband Committee 

Director of Planning and Development 
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