
Prepared by: Samuel Simmons, Administrative Specialist III, Planning & Development 

Please note: Upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of disabled individuals through sign language, interpreters or other auxiliary aids. For additional 
information or to request the service, contact the County ADA Coordinator at 839¬4710 (FAX) 839¬1669 or (TDD) 839¬4735 or by writing to the ADA Coordinator, Human Resources 
Department, Eau Claire County Courthouse, 721 Oxford Ave., Eau Claire, Wisconsin 54703 

AGENDA 
Joint Meeting - Eau Claire County 

• PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE | FINANCE & BUDGET COMMITTEE •

Date: Tuesday, August 10, 2021 
Time: 7:00 p.m. 

*Event link below can be used to connect to meeting and interact (by the chair) from computer or through the
WebEx Meeting smartphone app. 

Join WebEx Meeting: https://eauclairecounty.webex.com  Meeting ID: 145 999 6317 Password: C5hWuk7uT3V 
*Meeting audio can be listened to using this Audio conference dial in information.

Audio conference: 1-415-655-0001 Access Code: 1459996317## 
For those wishing to make public comment, you must e-mail Rod Eslinger at 

Rod.Eslinger@co.eau-claire.wi.us at least 30 minutes prior to the start of the meeting. You will be called 
on during the public comment period to make your comments. 

*Please mute personal devices upon entry

1. Call to Order and confirmation of meeting notice

2. Roll Call for Committee on Planning & Development

3. Roll Call for Committee on Finance & Budget

4. Public Comment (15 minute maximum)

5. Presentations of the 2022 Department Budgets

a. Register of Deeds / Discussion – Action

b. Planning & Development / Discussion – Action

6. Adjourn Committee on Finance & Budget

7. Public Hearings

a. A conditional use permit request for a Cottage Industry – Wood related businesses including
woodworking shop and sawmill in the A-P Agricultural Preservation District
(Town of Lincoln) CUP-0010-21 / *Postponed from 07/13/2021 & Withdrawn by Applicant*

8. Review/Approval of July 27, 2021 Meeting Minutes / Discussion – Action

9. Proposed Future Agenda Items / Discussion

a. Next scheduled meeting – August 24, 2021

10. Adjourn

PAGES 2-9

PAGES 10-40

PAGES 41-42

PAGES 43-47
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Register of Deeds 

REGISTER OF DEEDS 
 
DEPARTMENT MISSION 
THE REGISTER OF DEED'S OFFICE IS THE OFFICIAL COUNTY REPOSITORY FOR LAND RECORDS, PERSONAL 
PROPERTY, MILITARY DISCHARGES, AND VITAL RECORDS.  WE PROVIDE CONVENIENT ACCESS WHERE 
DOCUMENTS ARE RECORDED, RETRIEVED, AND CERTIFIED.  STATUTORY CHANGES ARE IMPLEMENTED, 
LAND MODERNIZATION, STAFF DEVELOPMENT WITH PROGRAM AND PROCEDURES ARE IN PLACE 
CREATING INTEGRITY, EFFICIENT AND QUALITY SERVICE TO OUR CITIZENS AND CUSTOMERS. 

DEPARTMENT BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS 
The Register of Deeds offices around the State experienced record numbers of documents 
recorded in 2020 and so far in 2021 this trend continues.  It is difficult to predict how the 
market will continue into 2022.  The number of documents recorded electronically has 
increased significantly from the beginning of 2020 through the middle of 2021.  We do expect 
that electronic recording will continue to increase, therefore reducing supplies and postage 
expense to the department. 

 

STRATEGIC DIRECTION AND PRIORITY ISSUES 
 Continued effort to promote electronic recording of documents and ensuring all documents are 

available electronically to the public and businesses 
 Working with software company to make sure all services and programs are utilized to create 

efficiency and accuracy of information available to the public. 
 Making use of relationships made with other Register of Deeds throughout the State to gain 

knowledge and create consistency.  

TRENDS AND ISSUES ON THE HORIZON 

 The deadline for Real ID requirements has been extended to May 3, 2023 due to COVID.  
Therefore, the number of citizens requiring birth, marriage and divorce certificates is expected 
to continue to be higher through that date. 

 The percentage of documents recorded electronically compared to paper documents submitted 
has increased dramatically over the last 18 months.  Documents recorded electronically reduces 
processing time and expenses. 

 The State Vital Records office is working hard to make more records available to all counties 
within the State.  Currently our office is able to assist customers with birth and marriage records 
that occurred within all Wisconsin counties.  The next step will be for divorce and death records 
to be available to be issued State-wide within the next few years. 
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Register of Deeds 

OPERATIONAL CHANGES IN 2021 
 Continued increase in documents being recorded electronically reduces supplies and postage 

expense, as well as efficiency with the department. 
 Cross training of all employees to ensure continued development and knowledge of all 

processes and procedures with the office. 
 Ensuring all documents are available electronically and continued indexing of these documents 

to allow for more search options. 

OPERATIONAL CHANGES – WITH FISCAL IMPACT 
 Increased amount of Laredo and search contracts, including a contract signed in late 2020 with 

Zillow to obtain images of documents recorded 
 Increase in documents recorded electronically and potential to return paper documents to the 

submitter via email rather than mail reduces expenses. 

POSITION CHANGES IN 2022 
 None foreseen. 

OPERATIONAL CHANGES – WITHOUT FISCAL IMPACT 
 Cross training all employees within the office in order to make the office more efficient and 

knowledgeable. 
 As time allows, we are working to have all documents indexed and available online for more 

efficient search options. 

POTENTIAL RISKS 
 Change in the real estate market would affect revenue for real estate transfer and recording fee 

revenue. 
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Real Estate

Register of Deeds is statutorily responsible to record or file land record documents authorized by law, such as deeds, mortgages, satisfactions, 
certified survey maps, plats and Federal Tax Liens.  Serves as agent for validating weatherization documents on rental property.

OUTPUTS 2018 2019 2020 YTD* 2021

Number of real estate documents recorded:

Number of contracted companies for online access:

Complete final phase of media conversion project.

Implementation of returning real estate paper documents to the submitter by email 
as a PDF, reducing factors of time and cost.

*YTD indicates Jan-June results

OUTCOMES Benchmark 2019 2020 YTD* 2021

YTD* 2021

Number of vital statistics occurring in Eau Claire County

100% of recording data will be accurate.

100% of customers requesting assistance with recorded and online land records received 
helpful information. 

Notification of electronic recording/activity on property by email.

*YTD indicates Jan-June results

Vital Records

Register of Deeds files births, deaths, marriages, domestic partnerships, military discharges and issues certified copies upon request. 

Number of vital records & discharges certified for Veterans Office:

OUTPUTS 2018 2019 2020

Number of certified vital records issued:

Number of customers served, issuing certified vital records of birth, death, marriage, 
divorce, or domestic partnership:

Average number of vital record applications reviewed for processing per month:

Birth requests averaging 20-60 mintues per customer:

Number of military discharges filed:

100% of vital records are processed within 10-60 minutes of counter requests. Mail 
requests completed within 24-48 hour time frame.

Will meet procedures with state guidelines.

*YTD indicates Jan-June results

*YTD indicates Jan-June results

OUTCOMES Benchmark 2019 2020 YTD* 2021

Register of Deeds 4



Register of Deeds

Overview of Revenues and Expenditures

2020 2021 2021 2022 %
Revenues

Actual
Adjusted 
Budget

Estimate Request Change

01-Tax Levy ($350,406) ($381,298) ($381,298) ($357,230) -6%

02-Sales Tax $381,982 $310,000 $336,000 $310,000 0%

04-Intergovernment Grants and Aid $795 - - -  

06-Public Charges for Services $514,094 $415,000 $471,000 $440,000 6%

Total Revenues: $546,465 $343,702 $425,702 $392,770 14%

2020 2021 2021 2022 %
Expenditures

Actual
Adjusted 
Budget

Estimate Request Change

01-Regular Wages $192,846 $200,627 $209,015 $211,681 6%

02-OT Wages - - - -  

03-Payroll Benefits $82,563 $89,729 $83,260 $123,661 38%

04-Contractual Services $42,281 $39,400 $42,800 $43,200 10%

05-Supplies & Expenses $9,617 $11,925 $11,425 $11,525 -3%

09-Equipment - $2,021 $2,021 $2,703 34%

Total Expenditures: $327,307 $343,702 $348,521 $392,770 14%

Net Surplus/(Deficit)- Register of Deeds $219,158 $0 $77,181 $0

Register of Deeds 5



Register of Deeds

Revenue Assumptions

2020 2021 2021 2022

Revenue Source Actual Budget Estimate Request Assumptions
Confidence 

Level %

County Tax Levy (350,406) (381,298) (381,298) (357,230) 0 0%

Real Estate Trf Fees 381,982 310,000 336,000 310,000 0 75%

Register Of Deeds Revenue-Clearing 
Acct

795 - - - 0 0%

Register Of Deeds Fees 375,175 320,000 350,000 330,000
Increase in revenue due to contract 
with Zillow

80%

Laredo Fees 116,586 75,000 100,000 90,000 Additional contracts signed in 2021 95%

Tapestry Fees 22,333 20,000 21,000 20,000
Search fees remaining steady for 
2021

75%

TOTAL $546,465 $343,702 $425,702 $392,770
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Register of Deeds

Contracted Services Summary

2020 2021 2021 2022

Expenditure Type Actual Budget Estimate Request

Professional Services 41,081 38,000 41,600 42,000

Utilities 1,200 1,400 1,200 1,200

Total $42,281 $39,400 $42,800 $43,200
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Register of Deeds

Contracted Services Detail

2020 2021 2021 2022

Expenditure Actual Budget Estimate Request Description Expenditure Type

Reg Deeds/ Other Profess 
Serv

41,081 38,000 41,600 42,000
Laredo and Bastion services with 
Fidlar

Professional Services

Reg Deeds/ Telephone 1,200 1,400 1,200 1,200 Telephone charges Utilities

TOTAL $42,281 $39,400 $42,800 $43,200

Register of Deeds
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Register of Deeds

Budget Analysis

2021 
Adjusted 
Budget

Cost to 
Continue 

Operations 
in 2022

2022 
Requested 

Budget

01-Tax Levy ($381,298) $24,068 ($357,230)

02-Sales Tax $310,000 - $310,000

06-Public Charges for Services $415,000 $25,000 $440,000

Total Revenues $343,702 $49,068 $392,770

01-Regular Wages $200,627 $11,054 $211,681

02-OT Wages - - -

03-Payroll Benefits $89,729 $33,932 $123,661

04-Contractual Services $39,400 $3,800 $43,200

05-Supplies & Expenses $11,925 ($400) $11,525

09-Equipment $2,021 $682 $2,703

Total Expenditures $343,702 $49,068 $392,770

Register of Deeds 9
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 Eau Claire County 

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING 

AND DEVELOPMENT 
Eau Claire County Courthouse, Rm. 3344 

721 Oxford Avenue 

Eau Claire, Wisconsin 54703-5481 

(715) 839-4741

Memo

Land Use Controls 
839-4743

Planning 
839-5055

Land Information 
839-4742

Land Conservation 
839-6226

Emergency Management Coordinator 
839-4736

I am writing to inform the Committee on Planning and Development the applicant Christian 
Borntreger has withdrawn the application as of 07/26/2021.

To: 

From: 

Date: 

Re: 

Committee on Planning and Development  

Jared Grande, Land Use Manager, Planning and Development 

07/26/2021

CUP-0010-21
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MINUTES 
Eau Claire County 

• PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE • 

Date: Tuesday, July 27, 2021 
Time: 7:00 p.m. 

*Event link below can be used to connect to meeting and interact (by the chair) from computer or through the WebEx Meeting 
smartphone app. 

Join WebEx Meeting: https://eauclairecounty.webex.com  Meeting ID: 1455 18 6607  Password: smUFBYfU348 
*Meeting audio can be listened to using this Audio conference dial in information. 

Audio conference: 1-415-655-0001 Access Code: 1455186607## 
For those wishing to make public comment, you must e-mail Rod Eslinger at 

Rod.Eslinger@co.eau-claire.wi.us at least 30 minutes prior to the start of the meeting. You will be called 
on during the public comment period to make your comments. 

*Please mute personal devices upon entry. 
 

        Members Present: Gary Gibson, Robin Leary, James A. Dunning, Dane Zook 
        Members Absent: Nancy Coffey 
        Ex Officio Present: Chair Smiar  
        Staff Present: Rodney J. Eslinger, Matt Michels, Jared Grande 

1. Call to Order and confirmation of meeting notice 

Chairperson Gibson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and staff confirmed the meeting was properly 
noticed.  
 

2. Roll Call  

Chairperson Gibson - Present, Supervisor Leary - Present, Supervisor Coffey - Absent, Supervisor Dunning - 
Present, Supervisor Zook – Present, Chair Smiar - Present 
  

3. Public Comment (15 minute maximum) - None 

4. Public Hearings 

a. Proposed Ordinance: File No. 21-22/029 “Amending the 1982 Zoning District Boundary Map for Town 
of Union” (JR Rentals Properties, LLC & Real Land Surveying) / Discussion – Action 

 
Matt Michels, Senior Planner for Eau Claire County, presented the staff report to the committee.  He 
indicated the petitioner is requesting to amend the zoning of the current property from R-H (Rural Homes) 
to C-3 (Highway Business) to be developed in conjunction with the adjacent C-3 property for the expansion 
of the Big Rig Towing business.  Mr. Michels gave the location of the proposed site within the Town of 
Union.   Matt reviewed an aerial map, site plan, the current zoning and planning designations, and 
adjacent land uses.   

 
Matt reviewed staff findings in support of the rezoning petition with the committee and gave his 
recommendation to approve the rezoning.  He noted that the town board met on July 16, 2021, and 
recommended approval of the request on a vote of 5-0.   
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Jeremy Skaw, agent that was representing the agent, spoke in favor of the request.  He noted that the lot 
originally had a home on it in the mid to late 80’s, which has since been removed along with the well and 
septic on the lot.   
 
No one else spoke in favor or against the request. 
 
ACTION: Motion by Robin Leary to approve the Proposed Ordinance File NO. 21-22/029.  Motion carried 
on a roll call vote: 4-0-0.   
 
b.  A conditional use permit (CUP-0011-21) request for a Home Occupation/Cottage Industry in the A-3   

Agricultural district (Henning) / Discussion – Action 

Jared Grande, Land Use Manager for Eau Claire County presented the background and staff report.  The 
request to operate a Cottage Industry-to operate and automotive repair shop in the A-3 district.  Jared 
reviewed the location of the property in the town, site plan, adjacent land uses, and details of the request.  
He noted that the repair shop will be conducted from the attached garage onsite.    
 
The Town of Washington Town Board met on July 15th to review the conditional use permit request and 
recommended approval with the additional conditions:   
 
1. No outside storage of any automobile parts or portion of business. 
2. Signage shall follow county sign ordinance.   
 
Staff concluded that the applicant’s request for a conditional use permit for an automotive repair business 
(cottage industry) is consistent with the purpose of the code and the standards for granting a conditional 
use.  Ben recommended approval subject to the conditions in the staff report. 
 
Max Henning, property owner, spoke in favor of the request.  He indicated that he was okay with the 
proposed hours of operations of 9-5 p.m. 
  
No one spoke in favor or in opposition of the request. 
 
ACTION: Motion by Jim Dunning to approve the conditional use permit request CUP-00-11-21 for a Home 
Occupation/Cottage Industry in the A-3 District subject to the following: Condition #8 is amended to read; 
Hours of operation shall be Monday thru Friday from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and included the Town of 
Washington’s recommended conditions:   
 
1. No outside storage of any automobile parts or portion of business. 
2. Signage shall follow county sign ordinance.   
 
Motion carried on a roll call vote: 4-0-0. 

c. A conditional use permit (CUP-0014-21) request for the cumulative area of all accessory structures to 
exceed 1,200 square feet (4,096 total square feet) in the R-H Rural Homes District (Nichols) Town of 
Washington. / Discussion – Action 

Jared Grande, Land Use Manager for Eau Claire County, presented the request for the cumulative square 
footage of all accessory structures to exceed 1,200 square feet (4,096 total square feet) on the applicant’s 
property.  Jared noted that the request involves constructing a new 64 x 64-foot heated workshop with 16- 
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foot sidewalls and an overall mean height of 21 feet.  He reviewed the location of the site within the Town 
of Washington.   
 
The new garage would meet the setback requirements of the district, comply with the height 
requirements, the structure’s exterior is planned to match the single-family residence that will be 
constructed on the site within two years.   On July 15, 2021, the Town of Washington Town Board met and 
voted 5-0 to recommend approval of the conditional use request.     
 
Staff concluded that the applicant’s request for a conditional use permit for an accessory structure more 
than 1,200 square feet in the RH District complies with the code standards for accessory structures in the 
district, is consistent with the purpose of the code and the standards for granting a conditional use.  Jared 
recommended approval subject to the conditions in the staff report.    

Brianna Nichols, owner, spoke in favor the request and stated that the shed was going to be used for 
storage purposes while they build their new home on the property.  No one else spoke in favor of or 
against the request.    

ACTION: Motion by Dane Zook to approve the conditional use permit (CUP-0014-21) request for the 
cumulative area of all accessory structures to exceed 1,200 square feet (4,096 total square feet) in the R-H 
Rural Homes District in the Town of Washington with the modification of the side wall height of 16 feet 
and the average mean height of 21 feet.  Motion carried on a roll call vote: 4-0-0. 

d. A condition use permit (CUP-0015-21) request to amend CUP-0018-20 to incorporate a truck port in 
the I-1 Nonsewered Industrial District, (Eau Claire Cooperative Oil Company) Town of Union. / 
Discussion – Action 

Jared Grande, Land Use Manager for Eau Claire County, presented the applicant’s request to add a truck 
port at the Eau Claire Cooperative Oil Company’s site in the Town of Union.  This amendment was 
necessary as the original approval didn’t include a truck port on the site plans.  He reviewed the 
application materials, site plan, zoning, and future plans of the facility with the committee.   
 
On July 13, 2021, the Town of Union Town Board met to discuss this request and recommended approval 
of the request as presented.   
 
Staff concluded that the request for a conditional use permit request for a 60-fot by 125-foot truck port 
complies with the accessory structure’s standards in the I-1 District, is consistent with the purpose of the 
code and the standards for granting conditional use application.  Mr. Grande recommended approval 
subject to the conditions in the staff report.  
 
Joe Alf, spoke in favor of the request.       
 
No one else spoke in favor of or against the request. 

ACTION: Motion by Jim Dunning to approve the conditional use permit (CUP-0015-21) request to amend 
CUP-0018-20 to incorporate a truck port in the I-1 Nonsewered Industrial District, (Eau Claire Cooperative 
Oil Company) Town of Union subject to staff’s seven conditions outlined in the staff report.  Motion 
carried on a roll call vote: 4-0-0.   
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e. A condition use permit (CUP-0016-21) request for the cumulative area of all accessory structures to 
exceed 1,200 square feet (1,552 total square feet) in the R-H Rural Homes District, (Gotter-Anderson) 
Town of Washington.  Discussion – Action 

Jared Grande, Land Use Manager for Eau Claire County, presented the request for the cumulative square 
footage of all accessory structures to exceed 1,200 square feet (1,552 total square feet) on the applicant’s 
property.  Jared noted that the request involves constructing a new 32 by 32 square foot detached garage 
that will be used for storage purposes.  Mr. Grande reviewed the location of the property in the town, site 
plan, adjacent land uses, and details of the request.     
 
The new garage would meet the setback requirements of the district, comply with the height 
requirements, the structure’s exterior will match the exterior of the existing home.  On July 15, 2021, the 
Town of Washington Town Board met, and recommended approval of the conditional use request as 
presented.     
 
Staff concluded that the applicant’s request for a conditional use permit for an accessory structure more 
than 1,200 square feet in the RH District complies with the code standards for accessory structures in the 
district, is consistent with the purpose of the code and the standards for granting a conditional use.  Jared 
recommended approval subject to the conditions in the staff report.    
 
Suzanne Anderson, owner, spoke in favor the request.  No one else spoke in favor of or against the 
request.    
 
ACTION: Motion by Robin Leary to approve the conditional use permit (CUP-0016-21) request for the 
cumulative area of all accessory structures to exceed 1,200 square feet (1,552 total square feet) in the R-H 
Rural Homes District (Gotter-Anderson) Town of Washington.  Motion carried on a roll call vote: 3-0-1.   

f. A conditional use permit (CUP-0017-21) request for the cumulative area of all accessory structures to 
exceed 1,200 square feet (1,560 total square feet) in the R-H Rural Homes Districts, (Paulson) Town of 
Pleasant Valley. / Discussion – Action 

Jared Grande, Land Use Manager for Eau Claire County, presented the request for the cumulative square 
footage of all accessory structures to exceed 1,200 square feet (1,560 total square feet) on the applicant’s 
property.  Jared noted that the request involves constructing a new 30 by 20-foot pool house and cover 
patio.  The applicant currently has a 24 by 40-foot detached garage on the property.  He reviewed the 
location of the property in the town, site plan, adjacent land uses, and details of the request.     
 
The pool house is shown to meet the setback requirements of the district, comply with the height 
requirements, the structure’s exterior will match the exterior of the existing home.  On July 15, 2021, the 
Town of Pleasant Valley Town Board met, and recommended approval 3-0 as presented.     
 
Staff concluded that the applicant’s request for a conditional use permit for an accessory structure more 
than 1,200 square feet in the RH District complies with the code standards for accessory structures in the 
district, is consistent with the purpose of the code and the standards for granting a conditional use.  Jared 
recommended approval subject to the conditions in the staff report.    
 
No one spoke in favor or against the request.   
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ACTION: Motion by Dane Zook to approve the conditional use permit (CUP-0017-21) request for the 
cumulative area of all accessory structures to exceed 1,200 square feet (1,560 total square feet) in the R-H 
Rural Homes District (Paulson), Town of Pleasant Valley.  Motion carried on a roll call vote: 4-0-0. 
 

5. Proposed fee schedule review / Discussion – Action 

Jared Grande gave a brief overview of the proposed fee schedule amendments to the committee.   
 
ACTION: Motion by Robin Leary to approve the 2022 proposed fee schedule as presented.  Motion carried 
on a roll call vote: 4-0-0.    
 

6. 2022 Budget Preliminary Review / Discussion 

Rodney Eslinger, Director of Planning and Development gave a brief overview of the department’s 2022 
preliminary budget and focused on the position requests.  He noted that overall, the budget is very 
consistent with the 2021 with the exception of the positions.     

7. Review of June bills / Discussion 

The committee reviewed the June bills. 

8. Review/Approval of July 13, 2021, Meeting Minutes / Discussion – Action 

The committee reviewed the July 13, 2021, meeting minutes.  

ACTION: Motion by Robin Leary to approve the July 13, 2021, meeting minutes as amended.  Motion 
carried on a voice vote of 4-0-0. 
 

9. Proposed Future Agenda Items / Discussion 

a. Next scheduled meeting – August 10, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. 

10. Adjourn 

ACTION: Meeting adjourned by unanimous consent at 8:25 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Rodney Eslinger 
Clerk, Committee on Planning & Development 
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