
 
 

MINUTES 
Eau Claire County 

• Committee on Parks & Forest • 

Monday, March 8, 2021 
4:00 p.m. 

Virtual Meeting 

Present:  Kevin Stelljes, Joe, Knight, Missy Christopherson, Gary Gibson, Tami Schraufnagel 
 

Others Present:   Josh Pedersen – Director, Jody Gindt – Supervisor, Winnie Parker – 
Administrative Specialist III (Committee Clerk), Kyle Johnson – DNR County Forest Liaison, Erika 
Gullarud – Fiscal Associate, Geoff Goodland, Mike Lea, Lynn Thompson, Erik Keisler, Jay 
Plummer, Joelene Smith.  

  
  
Chair Selljes called the meeting to order at 4:00pm and confirmed public posting of the meeting.  
 
Verbal roll call was taken by the committee clerk and is noted above under present. 
 
No members of the public were present.  
 
The committee reviewed the minutes from the January 1, February 8, and March 1, 2021 meetings.  
Supervisor Christopherson moved to approve the minutes as amended.  The minutes passed 
unanimously.  
 
Corrections and comments continue on the 15-Year Plan.  
 
205.1 Recycling and Sustainability Coordinator 
 
700 
715 Express in this section the intent to develop an access plan to map and provide criteria for 
restricted and non-restricted area goals to publish in the next few years.  
 
800 
805 Add language to be more inclusive. Take “people” out and replace with text “to be enjoyed and 
benefitted by present and future generations.”  
 
810.6 Add a statement in this area regarding the review process for deviations which is 
documented by the DNR. Any deviations from BMP document in timber sales prospectus are 
reviewed by one (1) DNR representative and two (2) county representatives. The committee will be 
informed of deviations made including an explanation as a supplement to the maps showing 
deviations from the BMP. 
 
815.1 The language is vague in this area regarding county harvest of firewood for sale. In wind 
areas, timber will be salvaged by what ever means practical. Trees at Harstad and Coon Fork, 
historically, have been used for firewood sales. There have been recent modifications how this is 
currently done. Parks and Forest Department orders a semi-load of firewood and processes the 
load ourselves.  



 
 

 
 
815.14 Insert language here such as “The Committee will work closely with the Recycling and 
Sustainability Coordinator to reach the county’s 2025 carbon neutral goals by addressing these 
issues.” Designate someone in the Parks and Forest Department to address issues of climate 
change and sustainability. Discussion around adding and mandating these duties to the Recycling 
and Sustainability Coordinator might not be feasible as we do not know their job description, 
background in forestry practices, and knowledge of the various species already in the forests. A 
multi-use approach is most ideal. The wording of the introduction and last paragraphs in this 
section need to be adjusted. The Committee will rely on Josh and Kyle to help clear up the wording.  
 
820 Kyle Johnson and Jacob Tumm have made considerable contributions to this section. 
 
825.5.7 Eau Claire County will continue to manage 73 acres of a natural white pine stand as stated. 
 
825.7.2 Add a sentence that encourages volunteerism. 
 
830.1 Spell out High Conservation Value Forest (HCVF) in this section.  
 
 
830.3.5 Discouragement of airboats, including non-sound airboats on “wild lakes” of which, at 
present, are not being enforced. 
 
 
835.2 Review and add nonspecific cutting restrictions. Define “good visual and aesthetic practices” 
so going forward the committee is aware of what to do. The “practices” as stated fail to address 
how to handle these restrictions. Being more specific would be helpful. 
 
900 Deer Hunting and TR – Joelene has observed less restrictive behaviors in the past several years 
for deer hunting activities happening simultaneously with cross country skiing. She suggests that 
there needs to be a change in the county code.  
 
930.1 Note on hunting Waysides are not open. Tower Ridge has restrictions around this special use 
area. Please mention waysides here and refer to code where there is a list.  
 
 
930.5 E-bikes are worth mentioning in this document because they are growing in popularity. Even 
though they have a “motor” they still require peddling for forward motion. While they do not allow 
for more damage and/or maintenance to trails, E-bikes should be added in this area as a sub-
section under mountain bikes.  
 
930.5 Amish buggies are not a motor vehicle and do not require a vehicle license, yet they take up 
space and additional individuals who use the facility without paying the usual parking fee.  
The Committee will confer with other townships who actively engage with this population to see 
how they address this issue. Express an intent in the language in this section to consider actively 
pursuing this issue and identify appropriate action. Also, because the Amish are fare minded 
people, the Committee could reach out to those in our area and get their ideas about what could 
be done about this issue.  
 



 
 

940 It has been the county’s long-term goal to pursue a comprehensive county-wide joining of all 
recreation trails.  
 
940.1 Hiking Trails Riverview wayside hiking trails do not necessarily need to be mentioned here. 
 
950.1 Explore enforcement. 
 
950.2 Because of increase in recreation activities, insert stronger language here as to the need of 
adding additional staff. 
 
1000 Attachments  
 
2000 Due to time restraints, this section will be taken up at the beginning of the next meeting April 
12, 2021, at 5:00pm virtually. In addition, Joelene thanks the Parks and Forest team, especially Josh 
Pedersen, for their efforts in working on this exhaustive document.   
 
Eau Claire Energy Easement Request There was brief discussion regarding this standard easement 
request. Joe Knight moved to approve the easement. All in favor, none opposed.  
 
Eau Claire National Rifle Club Annual Report They are required to provide an annual report. NRC is 
fiscally viable and has seen less public participation lately. They have investigated a tax-exempt 
status but are still required to pay taxes. At their annual meeting, the board choose to sell 
ammunition for six (6) electronic targets to be used at events which allows for electronic scoring 
and greatly enhances events. Last year the ECNFC worked on updating their sound mitigation and 
plans go forward to lower firing mark by installing a berm and sound filter on the range. In April and 
May this big effort will be done primarily through volunteer efforts. They hope to get a grant to 
offset the cost which is around $11,000. Even though they have not yet been awarded the grant, 
they plan to keep moving forward on this project as much of the materials needed are on site. 
Stelljes has offered for them to use the Tower Ridge sand produced by dredging in this project.  
 
Beaver Creek Free Park Days Joe Knight moves that the Eau Claire County Parks and Forest observe 
Earth Week for the entire week of April 19 – 25 by having the parks open and free on those dates. 
Those spearheading this effort to participate in Earth Day for the 3rd year in a row will use 
volunteers to put up signs at each of the parks and take them down after the week is over. Beaver 
Creek Reserve appreciates this partnership and believe it is a great way to showcase the gems that 
the county has to offer. All approved, none opposed.  
 
Segregation of Duties with Park Entrance Fee Collection In the 2018 Financial Audit, several 
corrective measures to improve various “best practices” were identified. One of those items were 
the collection, handling, and processing of the Annual and Daily Park Passes as well as the Tower 
Ridge Winter Passes. Best practices dictate that more than one person be present throughout this 
process. In order to comply with the suggestions of the audit, it is proposed that the monies be 
collected and taken directly to the treasury who would count and process these passes. Job 
descriptions need to be changed and Human Relations approval is required. Aside from that, any 
other revenue will be handled much the same way.  
 
Real-time Payment Machines Many state parks and other municipalities are using these types of 
machines which are proven to be very reliable. The Committee is keen to allow for a few machines 
to be installed in such a way as to discourage vandalism yet this year if monies could be allocated to 



 
 

this endeavor. Erika discussed how “carry forward” finances are typically used for already existing 
or incomplete projects from the previous year. Josh will look further into the cost, possible rental, 
and budget.  
 
ATV Weight Limits and Lengths - The Committee needs to take a “straw poll” today in order to get 
back to the WCFA as to whether or not Eau Claire County would support the changes being 
discussed at the state level. The definition of UTV based on weight has increased from 2,000 lbs. to 
3,000 lbs. Legislation is coming soon, so the timing of responding to this issue is of the essence.  
These types of machines are becoming bigger and more powerful which is a concern for the soil 
and water quality, erosion, and the like. There is a concern about losing grant monies because of 
multiuse trails. Other counties (4 or 5 of them) do have weight restrictions and do not support this 
proposal. Even though the county has little voice “at the table” it is the county that maintains these 
trails. Additional weight will cause problems and have increase cost to maintain these trails. Missy 
Christopherson moved that Eau Claire County does not support weight increase beyond the 2,000 
lbs. All in favor, none opposed.  
 
Directors Report The project timeline for the septic field replacement project is scheduled for May 
1 – June 31, 2021. Please let Josh know your priorities for capital improvement projects as they 
need to be submitted by Matt Theisen. A few priorities that Josh mentioned were the office at 
Coon Fork and Lake Altoona Park Improvement Project. Please bring what you see as a priority to 
the next meeting for discussion. 
 
Committee Updates  Most recent Timber Sales (2008) have been cancelled in 2012 due to wet 
conditions. Information is still being gathered.  
 
The next meeting date was set for April 12, 2001, at 5:00pm, virtually. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:53pm. 
  
Respectfully Submitted by,  

  
Winnie Parker 
Committee Clerk  
Administrative Specialist III – Parks & Forest 
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2000 NEEDS OBJECTIVE AND FORMAT 
 
 

Objectives: To provide guidelines which define the optimum level of activities that 

should be undertaken to achieve full potential benefits from the forest. 

 
Format and Policy: 

Needs for the county forest shall be listed without regard to budgetary constraints or 

other limitations. This list shall identify the forest potential in terms of public 

benefits, investments or opportunities, and financial returns.  Silvicultural needs of 

the county forest are identified in the Forest Compartment Reconnaissance printout. 

The DNR Public Lands Handbook describes procedures for use of this information. 

Other needs shall be determined by the Committee and the forest administrator, with 

technical assistance from the DNR and other interested agencies or individuals 

qualified to provide such assistance. 

 
2005 DETAILED ANNUAL NEEDS FOR FIFTEEN YEARS 

 
 

Annual silvicultural needs are identified in the Forest Compartment Reconnaissance 

printout. The printout, referenced in the plan, is available in the County Forest 

administrator's office. Printout listings include timber harvests, tree planting, and 

other silvicultural activities. Other unanticipated needs will be addressed  in 

accordance with procedures outlined in this plan. These items will be identified, and 

plans made for implementation, as part of the annual budget work plan prepared by 

the administrator and Committee. Annual work plans are approved by the County 

Board and forwarded to the DNR as required by statute (s. 28.11(5)(b) and 

s.28.11(5m)(b), Wis. Stats. 

 
2010 SUMMARY OF FIFTEEN YEAR NEEDS 

A schedule giving a summary of silvicultural needs and other needs for the period 

covered by this plan, appear as an inclusion in this chapter. 
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A. Equipment Purchases/Replacement and Recreational Development 

Eau Claire County utilizes a 5-year outlook on Capital Improvement budgeting. 

Needs beyond 5 years are difficult to project, as the list can change from year to 

year.  Below is a full breakdown of capital needs anticipated from 2021 to 2026. 
 

Anticipated 
Year 

Project Description Estimated Cost 

2021 Grader Replacement 190,000 
2021 Large Equipment Trailer 32,000 
2021 Coon Fork Playground Replacement 80,000 
2021 Coon Fork Blacktop 65,000 
2021 Coon Fork Office Building 175,000 
2021 Replacement pickup 30,500 
2021 LL Phillips Pavilion 22,000 
2021 Materials Bin System Lake Eau Claire 24,000 
2021 Parks Maintenance Building Paving 37,000 
2021 Ski Trail Groomer 40,000 
2021 Mobility Beach Chair 8,000 
2022 Black Creek Forest Road Bridge 95,000 
2022 Materials Bin System Expo Center 15,000 
2022 Coon Fork Group Campsite Development 245,000 
2022 Playground addition Lowes Creek 61,000 
2022 Replacement pickup 32,000 
2022 Construct steps and lookout Hamilton Falls 28,000 
2022 ADA Canoe Launch point Lake Eau Claire 16,000 
2023 Replacement pickup 32,500 
2023 Replacement Trailer 13,000 
2023 60' Bucket Truck 68,000 
2023 Track Hoe purchase 88,000 
2023 Replacement Flooring expo center 12,000 
2024 Replace New Holland Tractor 87,000 
2024 Replacement pickup 32,500 
2024 Black Creek Bridge Coon Fork Hiking Trail 43,000 
2024 Woodchipper 26,000 
2024 Coon Gut Bridge 54,000 
2025 Replacement Skid Steer Expo Center 46,000 
2025 Harstad Park Playground Replacement 64,000 
2025 New well and Hand pump LL Phillips Park 7,000 
2025 Replacement pickup 33,000 
2025 Canoe Campsite Development EC River 8,000 
2025 Wooden Boardwalk Big Falls 18,000 
2025 County Forest Paper company land purchase 300,000 
2026 Horse Campground Development 71,000 
2026 Improve Canoe landings on county forest 50,000 
2026 Replacement Lawnmower 20,000 
2026 ADA Canoe Launch point Coon Fork 15,500 
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B. Roads: Construction and maintenance 
 
 

As of January 1, 2020, there are 17.94 miles of County Forest Roads within the 

county forest area. Section 86.315 (4) (a) Wisconsin Statutes states in part “…the 

committee designated to administer the county forest program shall, not later than 

September 15 of every year, file with the department and the county clerk a certified 

plat of the county forests showing the roads to be open and used for travel as of the 

succeeding January 1. The certified plat shall show the mileage of the roads for use 

by the department in making computations of road aids under this section…”; (3) 

states in part…”County forest roads must meet the minimum design standards under 

82.50 (1) (a) 2 and 3 in order to qualify for aids…” This requires at least a 16-foot 

surface width and a 20-foot roadway width. 

 
In comparison with county forest roads, narrower woods trails on the forest are open 

to public travel with licensed motor vehicles unless they are gated, posted as closed, 

or bermed with dirt to restrict access. See Chapter 700 for further discussion on  

forest access. 

 
There are no immediate plans for construction of additional miles of county forest 

roads. However, should the need arise, department staff will develop the roads 

utilizing existing equipment and renting additional equipment if necessary, within 

budget constraints. Typically, the need for new forest roads would be to improve 

public access to portions of the county forest that are felt to have inadequate drivable 

public access. New county forest roads should be constructed only after it is 

determined that a strong need exists. All new forest roads would be built utilizing 

blue granite material and consist of a minimum 8” road base. If sufficient staff 

and/or equipment are not available, new construction could be done under contract  

by outsourcing. New construction will be subject to following all necessary 

guidelines including best management practices, construction standards, acquiring 

any required permits, etc. and shall be located to minimize erosion concerns. Forest 

fragmentation is another concern  that must be analyzed when considering the 
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impacts of any newly constructed roadway. 

 

Once developed, all county forest roads must be properly maintained within 

acceptable standards of the Wisconsin Department of Transportation  to  maintain 

state funding. The department staff will utilize existing or rented equipment in 

maintaining good crown, ditches, and sufficient surface and roadway widths on the 

county forest roads. The frequency of maintenance of the county forest roads 16-  

foot surface width will be dependent on road conditions including wetness, 

roughness, rutting, snow depth, and other factors. Equipment used for maintaining 

surface width would typically be a grader or dozer. County forest road roadway 

width outside the surface width (including ditches and culverts) will be maintained 

with a brush hog mower, grader, dozer, backhoe, and track hoe. Frequency of 

maintaining ditches and other areas outside the surface width will be dependent on 

need. If necessary, rental of equipment and outsourcing the maintenance could be 

done, depending on the availability of department staff and equipment. The annual 

county forest road aid payment from the Wisconsin Department of Transportation 

should be deposited in an account to be used only for that maintenance of the county 

forest roads. It is recognized that this annual county forest road payment will not 

cover all the annual maintenance costs. Additional funding will be necessary from 

the Parks and Forest Department operational budget. 

 
C. Land Acquisition Goals 

Overall goal will be to continue blocking of lands within the Eau Claire County 

Forest where possible by purchase, trade, or donation, as described in Chapter 400. 

Land acquisition funds acquired from the sale of county land overseen by the Parks 

& Forest Department should be used for county forest land acquisition. Land 

acquisition is discussed in Chapter 420. Land acquisition funds are not put into the 

annual Parks & Forest Department budget. However, there is a balance in  the 

account to be used for that purpose. There is not a specific goal for acres to be 

acquired annually. Periodically there are parcels of land that  become available for  

the county to consider purchasing or trading for. As these become available, the 
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Committee on Parks & Forest will determine whether the county should pursue 

those parcels. Depending on the need, other funding options  through  the 

Department of Natural Resource include the Knowles- Nelson Stewardship fund, 

annual variable acreage share ($0.00 to $0.50/acre), the Project Loan Program, and 

the Sustainable Forestry Grant Programs. 

 
D. Timber Harvests Projected for the next 15 years 

Annual Allowable Cut (AAC) is based on the total acres to be harvested over the next 

15 years and then dividing by 10 to determine the number of acres harvested each 

year. This spreads the harvest out across the planning period and evens out the high 

and low acre years to produce a steady work need and income to the county. This 

prevents harvesting more than 10% of the harvest ready acres each year during the 

planning period. AAC is a tool in practicing sustainable forestry and sound forestry 

practices on the Eau Claire County Forest. 

 
The AAC is determined by the acres scheduled for harvest. Actual harvest is based 

on current growth and condition of the stand. Some stands are not ready for harvest 

at the scheduled time, while others have succeeded toward a different type. The 

database is updated at that time to reflect changes and the stand is not harvested. 

This is called “Recon update in lieu of timber sales” and is counted in the harvest 

acres even though a harvest does not occur. This creates a variable in the number of 

acres actually harvested in any given year. The numbers below are used in 

determining the number of harvest acres but do not reflect the actual number of acres 

that will be harvested in any given year. 
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YEAR Oak 
Thinning 

Oak 
Clearcut 

Jack 
Pine 

Red 
Pine 

White 
Pine Aspen Red 

Maple 
Central 

Hardwoods 
Swamp 

Hardwoods TOTAL 

2021 203 256 60 259 100 150 40 0 0 1068 

2022 143 240 23 259 133 141 40 0 0 979 

2023 417 224 5 252 145 49 101 0 0 1193 

2024 109 102 77 222 117 276 87 0 0 990 

2025 230 846 43 306 140 416 59 0 0 2040 

2026 133 177 0 231 134 194 59 0 0 928 

2027 83 206 65 240 107 73 44 0 0 818 

2028 56 127 35 228 171 234 64 0 10 876 

2029 26 115 85 94 111 191 47 0 0 669 

2030 18 452 156 5 132 667 20 0 0 1450 

2031 0 154 67 4 179 178 30 0 0 612 

2032 20 123 75 0 112 158 45 0 0 533 

2033 0 128 82 9 83 402 58 0 0 762 

2034 10 109 16 0 91 213 40 51 0 530 

2035 121 222 158 0 87 492 24 10 0 1091 

TOTAL 1569 3481 947 2109 1842 3834 758 61 10 14539 

AAC* 105 232 63 141 123 256 51 4 1 971 

*AAC is the total # of acres scheduled for harvest over a 15-year period divided by 15 to determine the number of acres to harvest 
annually 

 Acres % of Total Acres Harvests 

Even Aged Harvests 637 66% 

Thinnings 334 34% 

Total Acres/Year 971 100% 

 
 

Even aged harvests are used to regenerate stands. Seed tree and shelterwood 

harvests, clearcuts, coppice harvests, and group selection methods are considered 

even aged harvests. Stands of aspen, red maple, jack pine, and oak are managed 

using even aged harvests to regenerate the species. 

 
Thinnings are defined as a selective harvest made to reduce stand density of trees 

primarily to improve growth, enhance forest health, or recover potential mortality. 

Thinnings are typically conducted in hardwood stands including better quality  

oak and red and white pine plantations. 
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E. Silvicultural activities: pruning, planting, release, etc. 
 

1. Annually seed, plant, or reestablish jack pine, red pine, or hardwood species as 

recommended by forester or DNR liaison. NOTE: In 2021 we will be seeding 

34 acres of jack pine and planting 25 acres of red pine. In some years there is 

no need for planting or seeding. It is recommended that an average of 40 acres 

of jack/red pine be planted or seeded annually. Ten cents/acre wildlife funding 

could be used for species such as jack pine, which are of wildlife benefit. 

2. Annually pre-sale scarify 40 acres of jack pine and oak areas for release. 
 

F. Property maintenance: surveying, fire control, insect/disease etc. 
 

1. Surveying 

a. Annually establish county forest boundaries from private 

b. Work with county surveyor as needed (boundary disputes, resurveying 

county forest monuments, blazing, etc.) 

2. Fire Control 

a. Annually assist DNR fire control during high fire danger by providing 

dozer and manpower. 

b. Annual attend fire control training to provide certification. 

3. Insect/Disease 

a. Annually inspect county forest areas for any insect or disease 

outbreak. 

b. Annually work with DNR staff to provide information on outbreaks, 

(*i.e. budworm, gypsy moth, forest ten caterpillar, oak wilt, red pine 

pocket decline). 

c. As needed, establish preventive measures as seen fit by forester, DNR 

pathologist/entomologist, or parks forest staff. 

d. As needed, establish timber sales to salvage or prevent further 

outbreaks. 
 

G. Recreation (new and maintenance) 
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 Snowmobile Trails – The County has an agreement with the Associated 

Snowmobile Clubs of Eau Claire County to maintain the 181 miles of 

snowmobile trail that crisscrosses the county north to south and east to west 

linking with trails in adjoining counties. Approximately 12% are on county 

forestland with the remaining on private land. It is not likely there will be 

much demand for expanding the trails in the foreseeable future. 

 All-Terrain Vehicle (ATV) trails – The County oversees 16.4 miles of trail and 

approximately 14 miles of ATV routes within county forest boundaries. 

Currently, there are two known ATV clubs in the county (Augusta and Quad 

County). The county does not have any current agreements with either of these 

clubs and maintains the trails and routes with funding assistance from the state 

ATV funding program. It is anticipated there may be some demand for 

expanding these trails in the future with the increased number of registered 

ATV’s in the County. 

 Cross-country ski trails – The County maintains four ski trails, three of which 

are on county forestland.  These include:  Tower Ridge Recreation Area in the 

town of Seymour; Evergreen Ski Trail in the town of Bridge Creek near Coon 

Fork Park; Coon Fork Ski Trail within the park boundary; and Lowes Creek 

Park trails in the town of Washington (outside the forest boundary). Trails at 

Tower Ridge and Evergreen are groomed for both skate skiing and diagonal 

striding, while Coon Fork and Lowes Creek are striding only. It is felt the 

demand for cross-country skiing is being met within the County by these trails 

and others on both public and private land. 

 Biking: There are many options for bicyclists to enjoy their sport through both 

road and mountain biking opportunities within the County. Areas on county 

land open for mountain biking include Lowes Creek County Park (several 

miles of single and double track trails); Coon Fork Park (one seven- mile trail 

on county forest north off CTH CF; and one five-mile trail that starts at the 

campground entrance and utilizes CTH CF, Black Creek Town Road, CTH M, 

North Center Road, and onto a trail on County forestland linking with the 

dayside entrance road in the park) and Backwater Trail  west of CTH G east of  
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Lake Eau Claire which is a combination of woods trail open to motor vehicles 

as well as horses.  In addition to these mountain biking opportunities, the area 

has the Department of Natural Resources’ Chippewa River State Trail, an old 

railroad grade on the west side of Eau Claire. For the road biker, some roads 

in the country have paved shoulders or biking lanes. 

 Hiking: There are numerous opportunities for hiking on county forestland as 

well as other parkland and public trails that is not county forestland. All cross-

country ski trails on the county forest are open for hiking. In addition, 

mountain bike trails, and all county forestland is open for hiking. 

 Horseback riding: There are three designated horseback trails on county 

forestland. These are at Tower Ridge Recreation Area, Backwater Trails off 

CTH G east of Lake Eau Claire, and the newly established Hamilton Falls 

Trails. Trails are signed with blazers that have a horseshoe on them. There 

appears to be demand for some additional signed horseback trails currently. 

Horseback camping also appears to be in demand. Presently, the County does 

not have any horseback campsites developed. 

 Disc Golfing: There are two disc golf courses on County forestland.  They are 

located at the Tower Ridge Recreation Area. The County has an agreement 

with the Chippewa Valley Disc Golf Organization to maintain (2) 18-hole 

courses and the baskets (“holes”) that were donated to the County by the 

organization. The organization has plans to expand the current course as 

donated funds become available. 

 Canoe and Boat Landings: The County maintains several canoe landings on 

the Eau Claire River as well as boat landings on Lake Altoona (one in Lake 

Altoona Park and one under the Highline in the town of Seymour), Lake Eau 

Claire (one on the north shore and two on the south shore), and Coon Fork 

lake (one on the dayside and one on the campground side of the park). 

 Campsites: There are a total of 135 campsites in the county forest at Coon 

Fork (108) and Harstad (27) Parks. Coon Fork offers electrified and non- 

electric sites while Harstad is non-electric only.  Harstad is a primitive 
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campground with self-registration while Coon Fork has staff on hand to 

register campers as well as flush toilets and showers. Dispersed camping in the 

county forest is allowed year-round, with the appropriate permit. 

 Shelters: There are several opportunities for picnicking on county land. The 

amenities include 14 picnic shelters, 15 restrooms, 189 picnic tables and 70 

grills. Many, but not all of these are in the county forest. There are currently no 

group camping opportunities on the forest. 

 Shooting Ranges: There is currently one existing shooting range on county 

forestland operated under a Land Use Agreement with the Eau Claire National 

Rifle Club off CTH Q in the town of Seymour. The public is allowed on the 

range during specified times and supervised by club members. 

 Swimming Beaches: There are three beaches on county forestland. These 

include one on the north shore of Lake Eau Claire, and two at Coon Fork Park. 

 Nature Centers: Beaver Creek Reserve is an environmental education and 

outdoor recreation center for the County on, county forestland under special 

use designation. The Reserve is located off CTH K approximately three miles 

north of the village of Fall Creek. 

 Parking areas: There are numerous parking areas throughout the county 

forestland as well as at the recreation trail heads with fees charged for parking 

in some of these areas. All county parks, boat landings, Tower Ridge 

Recreation Area, and Evergreen Ski Trail require vehicle passes to park in 

them. Either annual or daily passes can be purchased on site at the locations 

where they are required. 

 
H. Wildlife Management 

Hunter Walking Trails: There are several miles of hunter walking trails that were 

once logging access trails that, after completion of the logging contract were closed 

to vehicle traffic and seeded to clover and other grasses to benefit wildlife. These 

trails will again periodically be used for logging access and reseeded after the 

timber sales are completed. 
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Flowages: There is one wildlife flowage on the county forest known as the Pea 

Creek Flowage located east of Black Creek Town Road in Section 33, T26N, 

R5W.  There is a small water drop control structure that dams up approximately 80 

acres of water from Pea Creek thereby maintaining the level of the flowage for 

waterfowl and other wildlife. 

 
Endangered Resources Assessments: 

 
 

Fisheries Management---- 
 
 

Fisheries Management Eau Claire County Forest Waterbodies: 2020-2035 

Lake Altoona: 

Lake Altoona is a 720-acre impoundment of the Eau Claire River and is a popular 

fishery that attracts anglers from around the region. Lake Altoona is known for its 

quality panfish fishery, specifically its excellent yellow perch size structure.  The 

walleye population is very healthy, and Lake Altoona consistently has some of the 

best walleye natural reproduction in the state which will continue to fuel the 

fishery for year to come. Musky stocking occurs every other year to diversify 

fishing opportunities in Lake Altoona and the Eau Claire River upstream. 

 
Lake Altoona is considered a high priority lake and is on a four-year rotation for 

spring netting/electrofishing surveys. The next survey is scheduled to occur in 

2021. Fyke nets will be set right after ice out to monitor the yellow perch and 

northern pike populations. Electrofishing will occur in May to evaluate the bass, 

bluegill, and crappie populations. A walleye population estimate will occur every 

8 years and it is will be conducted in conjunction with the spring surveys, which is 

scheduled to occur in 2021. Walleye recruitment indexes are conducted annually 

each fall via an electrofishing survey. 

 
Lake Eau Claire: 
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Lake Eau Claire is an 870- acre impoundment of the Eau Claire River and has a 

reputation to produce quality panfish and walleye. Lake Eau Claire has numerous 

fish habitat improvement projects occur over the past 15 years and they are 

scheduled to continue. The Lake Eau Claire Lake Association have installed tree 

drops, nearshore cribs and offshore cribs to help improve the fishery. Musky 

stocking occurs every other year to provide diverse fishing opportunities in Lake 

Eau Claire and the Eau Claire River upstream. 

 
Lake Eau Claire is considered a high priority lake and is on a four-year rotation for 

spring netting/electrofishing surveys.  The next survey is scheduled to occur in 

2022. Fyke nets will be set right after ice out to monitor the yellow perch and 

northern pike populations. Electrofishing will occur in May to evaluate the bass, 

bluegill, and crappie populations. A walleye population estimate will occur every 

8 years and it is will be conducted in conjunction with the spring surveys which is 

scheduled to occur in 2022. Walleye recruitment indexes are conducted annually 

each fall via an electrofishing survey. 

Coon Fork Lake: 

Coon Fork Lake is a 62-acre impoundment of Black Creek. Coon Fork Lake is 

scheduled to be surveyed in 2028 and is considered a medium priority lake so it is 

on a 10-year rotation. The survey will consist of spring electrofishing targeting 

bass and panfish. 

Eau Claire River: 

The Eau Clair River is difficult to survey due to its size but is a popular float for 

anglers. Smallmouth bass and musky are the primary targets for anglers. Musky 

stocking will occur in Lake Altoona and Eau Claire every other year to continue to 

provide a diverse fishing opportunity in the Eau Claire River. 

Streams: 

The Eau Claire County Forest contains several classified trout streams. Many of 

these streams are class I trout streams located primarily in the County Forest and 

require little active fisheries management.  They are surveyed intermittently. 

Active management occurs on Bears Grass Creek, a Class II Trout Stream, 
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which is considered the best brook trout stream in Eau Claire County. Bears Grass 

Creek is surveyed annually at the CTH V road-stream crossing and more locations 

throughout the watershed are surveyed every several years.  Brook trout stocking 

occurs on Bears Grass Creek to supplement natural reproduction. The DNR has 

purchased several easements on Bears Grass Creek over the past five years and 

hopefully that program will expand in the future in the Bears Grass Creek 

watershed. Beaver Creek is a Class I trout stream that is supported entirely by 

natural reproduction. It is surveyed annually at the 140th Ave road- stream crossing 

and surveyed more intensely every several years. Black Creek and Horse Creek are 

both Class III trout streams and are scheduled to be declassified in the near future 

because there are no plans to stock these streams. 

 
Endangered Resources: 

 
 

L.  Natural Heritage Conservation Project/Assessment Needs on the Eau Claire County 

Forest (per Dean Edlin, West Central District Ecologist, DNR) 

 
Coon Fork Barrens State Natural Area 

 
 

The focus is to restore and maintain the rare pine/oak barrens natural community. 

Four management tools will be used to accomplish this over the next 15 years: 

exotic species control, prescribed fire, non-commercial TSI, and commercial timber 

harvest. Exotic species control - DNR Bureau of Natural Heritage Conservation will 

use appropriate herbicide to eradicate known populations of leafy spurge and spotted 

knapweed. Surveys will locate new populations of these species and other invasive 

exotics. Prescribed fire using low intensity patchy burns to reduce fuel loads, 

stimulate vegetation, and maintain the oak/pine component. Four burn units have 

been established with the goal of burning 1 unit every 1-2 years. Non- commercial 

TSI will focus on control of oak grubs and expansion of small barrens openings.  

Timber harvest will be consistent with barrens management objectives. 
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Exotic Species Frequency 

Control Annually 

Surveys Annually 

Prescribed Fire 1 per 2 yrs. 

Non-commercial TSI and forestry mowing As needed 

Timber Harvest As needed 

 
South Fork Barrens State Natural Area 

 
 

The focus is to restore and maintain the rare pine/oak barrens natural community. 

Four management tools will be used to accomplish this over the next 15 years: 

exotic species control, prescribed fire, and timber harvest. Exotic species control - 

DNR Bureau of Natural Heritage Conservation will use herbicide to eradicate 

known populations of leafy spurge and spotted knapweed. Surveys will locate new 

populations of these and other invasive exotics. Prescribed fire of low intensity 

patchy burns to reduce fuel loads, stimulate vegetation, and maintain the oak/pine 

component. Non-commercial TSI will focus on maintaining and expanding small 

barrens openings. Timber harvest will be consistent with barrens management 

objectives. 

 
Exotic Species Frequency 

Control Annually 

Surveys Annually 

Prescribed Fire 1 per 5 years 

Non-commercial TSI As needed 

Timber Harvest As needed 
 
 
Canoe Landing Prairie State Natural Area 
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The focus is to restore and maintain the rare pine/oak barrens and sand prairie 

natural communities found at this site Three management tools will be used to 

accomplish this over the next 15 years: exotic species control, prescribed fire, and 

non-commercial TSI. Exotic species control - DNR Bureau of Natural Heritage 

Conservation will use herbicide to eradicate known populations of leafy spurge and 

spotted knapweed. Surveys will locate new populations of these and other invasive 

exotics. Prescribed fire of low intensity patchy burns to reduce fuel loads, stimulate 

vegetation, and maintain the oak/pine component. Two burn units have been 

established with the goal of burning 1 unit every 2-3 years. 

 
Exotic Species Frequency 

Control Annually 

Surveys Annually 

Prescribed Fire 1 per 3 years 

Non-commercial TSI and forestry mowing As needed 

Timber Harvest As needed 

 
 
 

Rare Plant, Animal, and Natural Community Surveys 
 
 
Because the County Forest has not undergone a comprehensive biotic inventory, the 

need exists to locate rare element occurrences of plants, animals, and natural 

communities. This information will help guide future management on the County 

Forest to ensure viability of these resources into the future. 

 
Surveys: As time and funding permits 

 
 
Other Projects- projects not listed can be added as an addendum to the County Forest 

plan. 

* Project completion and frequency subject to available funding and work plan 

priorities. 
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I. Personnel: 

There are currently nine full-time employees in the County Parks & Forest 

Department including the Director, Supervisor, Administrative Specialist III, Forester, 

Maintenance Technician Lead, (2) Maintenance Technicians, Lake Altoona Park 

Ranger, and Lake Eau Claire Park Ranger.  During summer months, upwards to 17 

seasonal employees work in the parks and Eau Claire County Expo Center. The 

greatest need for an additional position is in a Recreation Officer position to help 

manage recreation trails year-round. This position could be partially funded through 

the state’s Snowmobile and ATV Trail programs, and the Recreational Boating 

program. 

 
 
 

Note: The “Needs” schedule is put together for planning purposes. The best available 

information has been used in developing the schedule. It is not intended to be followed 

without modification. Forests are dynamic and managers must be adaptive to change. 

Funding and staffing shortfalls may also impact the ability of  Eau Claire County Parks 

& Forest Department to fulfill identified needs. Refer to Chapter 2020 – Annual Work 

Plan and Budget, for reference on progress towards the identified needs in this 

chapter. 

 
 
 
 
 

2015 WORK PLAN OBJECTIVE ANDPOLICY 
 
 

OBJECTIVE 

To develop an annual work plan and budget that will satisfy the needs specified in 

Chapter 1000 to the greatest extent feasible, consistent with program priorities 

established in the Mission Statement. 
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POLICY 

The County Forest program will sustain a level of operation that considers the needs of 

the forest and the public in accordance with the goals identified in Chapter 100. 

 
2020 ANNUAL WORK PLAN AND BUDGET 

Each year an Annual Work Plan and Budget shall be prepared by the forest 

administrator with assistance from the Committee and the DNR liaison forester. This 

plan shall be based upon the detailed annual needs contained in Section 1100 of the 

Plan. Annual work plans are approved by the County Board and forwarded to the 

DNR as required by Wisconsin statutes s. 28.11(5)(b) and  s.28.11(5m)(b).  Following 

County Board approval, a copy is provided to official copyholders of the County 

Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan for inclusion as an amendment in this chapter. 

 
Annual Work plans and Annual Budgets will be appended to this chapter. 

 
2025  ACCOMPLISHMENT REPORTS OBJECTIVE AND POLICY 

 
OBJECTIVE 

To provide a quantifiable means of evaluating progress on both short- and long- 

term goals on the Eau Claire County Forest. 

 
POLICY 

Annual accomplishments will be recorded as a historical record, to assist in future 

planning, and to provide documentation for both the County, and the County Forest 

system.  This information is invaluable in addressing public, County Board, and 

other legislative inquiries on the operation of the Forest as well as assessing 

progress on goals. 
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2030   ANNUAL ACCOMPLISHMENT REPORTS 

A copy of an annual accomplishment report shall be prepared and provided to 

members of the County Board and to official copyholders of this Plan for inclusion 

into this chapter. 

 
This report shall include, at a minimum, the following: 

1. Timber sale accomplishments including gross and net sale receipts and 

harvest goals achieved. 

2. Timber stand improvements accomplishments. 

3. Recreation development and maintenance accomplishments including 

recreation revenues and expenses. 

4. Wildlife management accomplishments including revenues and 

expenses. 

5. Fisheries management accomplishments including revenues and 

expenses. 

6. Other accomplishments identified as “needs” in Chapter 1000. 
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2035 PAST ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
 
 
2035.1   FOREST PRODUCTS 

 
2035.1.1  Timber 

 
Eau Claire County Forest Timber Sales 

 
 

Historical Record of Sold Timber Sales by Year 
 Sawtimber Pulpwood  
 

Year 
# of 

Sales 
Acres 
sold 

 
MBF 

 
Cords 

 
Sale values 

1996 29 1055 43 11,241 $ 280,967.53 
1997 30 1364 69 13,797 $ 340,474.15 
1998 31 1011 185.6 10,167 $ 306,828.02 
1999 27 1005 61.6 9,210 $ 273,437.25 
2000 21 710 173.1 7,068 $ 254,923.99 
2001 21 800 106.4 7,818 $ 300,907.28 
2002 28 1063 371.3 13,049 $ 502,688.40 
2003 25 1015 218 10,835 $ 412,548.10 
2004 25 784 302.5 8,105 $ 376,360.44 
2005 27 823 81.6 9,885 $ 381,578.60 
2006 13 664 354 7,722 $ 413,075.10 
2007 22 1015 466.7 13,461 $ 601,010.65 
2008 25 1104 774.5 15,496 $ 722,374.10 
2009 18 905 789 14,328 $ 721,948.45 
2010 25 976 476 13,681 $ 667,490.95 
2011 16 585 284 8,535 $ 387,304.00 
2012 23 849 613 14,233.01 $ 885,514.37 
2013 23 806 443 12,474.39 $ 690,045.05 
2014 20 750 1,336 17,155.10 $  1,563,150.56 
2015 17 966 1,426 15,722.18 $  1,573,473.45 
2016 19 1096 2,117 13,920.10 $  1,465,930.00 
2017 22 1010 1,538.84 13,861.41 $  1,006,757.75 
2018 20 1025 1,415 11,991.30 $ 978,414.40 
2019 25 1326 2,372.92 16,475.98 $  1,433,583.50 
2020 19 759 1,275.67 13,837.75 $ 780,029.70 
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2035.2  REFORESTATION 

 

Year Acres 
Planted 

Trees 
Planted 

 
Year Acres 

Planted 
Trees 

Planted 

1996 172 316,000  2009 0 0 
1997 132 91,300  2010 0 0 
1998 50 49,000  2011 0 0 
1999 102 80,000  2012 0 0 
2000 50 50,000  2013 0 0 
2001 10 10,000  2014 0 0 
2002 10 10,000  2015 0 0 
2003 5 5,000  2016 88 68,400 
2004 0 0  2017 0 0 
2005 0 0  2018 35 24,500 
2006 0 0  2019 0 0 
2007 0 0  2020 0 0 
2008 0 0     

 
 
 
2035.3 TIMBER STAND IMPROVEMENT 

 

 
Year 

Release Oak 
& Red Pine 

(Ac) 

 
Pruning 

(Ac) 

  
Year 

Release Oak 
& Red Pine 

(Ac) 

 
Pruning 

(Ac) 

1996 143 0  2009 10 0 
1997 0 0  2010 32 0 
1998 137 5  2011 15 0 
1999 66 20  2012 66 0 
2000 20 15  2013 59 0 
2001 20 15  2014 60 0 
2002 25 20  2015 132 0 
2003 100 30  2016 136 0 
2004 0 0  2017 50 0 
2005 0 0  2018 62 0 
2006 0 0  2019 25 0 
2007 25 0  2020 67 0 
2008 55 0     
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2035.4   RECREATIONAL DEVELOPMENTS 

2005 

Constructed new storage building at Coon Fork Park 

Clubhouse at Lake Altoona Park resided 

Replaced 4 cement slabs at Lake Eau Claire southeast boat landing 

Developed snowmobile trail from Skid Row Landing to Connector Forest Road  

2006 

Installed flagpole and landscaping at Lake Eau Claire Park 

Installed two new trail sections at Tower Ridge 
 

2007 

New lights installed in A loop shower building at Coon Fork Park  

2008    

Installed new playground at Lake Eau Claire Park 

Constructed large picnic shelter at Lake Eau Claire Park 
 

2009  

East entrance to Lowes Creek Park developed through Expo Center grounds 

Widened ski trails on west side of Lowes Creek Park to allow for skate skiing 

Addition on concession stand completed at Lake Altoona Park 

 

2010 
 
Mountain bike trail established at Coon Fork Park 

Lowes Creek Park cross country ski trails were widened on east side of the park 

to allow for skate skiing 

 

2011 

Rock Falls boat landing and parking lot developed on Chippewa River 

Tree planting at Tower Ridge with Heubsch Services group 
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2012 
 
Online camping reservation system implemented for Coon Fork Park 

Our Land campaign was initiated to deal with illegal dumping on county forest 

land 

2013 
 
Lake Altoona Boat Landing and parking lot rebuilt 

Built new ATV trail from Channey Road to Forest Road 3  

2014   

Added Expo Center as a Parks and Forest facility to manage 

Bedpost park improvements and fishing pier were installed. 

Parks and Forest Facebook page developed. 

Installed new snowmobile bridge on Allen trail  

 

2015 

Built grooming shed at Tower Ridge 

Boat launch approach and pads replaced at Lake Altoona boat launch 

Hamilton Falls and Whitetail Ridge ATV trail rehabilitations 

Installed new culvert crossing on Pinter Pines snowmobile trail 

 

2016 
Installed new playground at Coon Fork Park dayside 

Installed horse watering station, hitching wall, and manure bunker at Tower Ridge 

Installed new canoe/kayak launch at Harstad Park. 

Painted Tower Ridge Chalet, Coon Fork shower buildings, and Lake Eau Claire 

Clubhouse 

New boat dock at Lake Eau Claire north landing 

4 new snowmobile bridges installed 
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2017 
Paved driveway at Tower Ridge Recreation Area 

Lake Altoona Park master plan developed and approved by county board 

Corkscrew ATV trail rehabilitation 

Relocation of canoe and kayak launch at Coon Fork Park 
 

2018 

Phase 1 of new LED lights on ski trails at Tower Ridge completed 

Replaced boat dock at Lake Altoona Park and Coon Fork Park New 

heated storage building at Lake Eau Claire Park 

Installed Borne Learning trail at Lake Altoona Park 

Channey Forest ATV trail rehabilitation and graveling 

4 new snowmobile bridge replacements on county snowmobile trail system 

 

2019   

Phase 2 of new LED lights on ski trails at Tower Ridge completed 

 New well pump and water line installation at Lake Altoona Park 

 New bridge on Stelter property on county snowmobile trail system 

 

2020 

Phase 3 of new LED lights on ski trails at Tower Ridge completed 

Tower Ridge Skills Park completed 

New pole shed building completed at Lake Eau Claire Park 
 

2035.5   WILDLIFE PROJECTS 
 

Annual wildlife projects consist of mowing and maintaining wildlife openings and 

trails. Along with the annual mowing of game trails, we have conducted several 

other wildlife specific projects over the past 15 years including: 

• North Center Rd game trail construction 
• Kelly Rd tree and shrub plantings and road access construction for 

hunting opportunities and access 
• Hunter walking trail access construction Forest Road 4 to Horse 

Creek 
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• Gate installation on sensitive areas 
• Pea Creek dike rebuild and wood duck boxes 
• Simes Creek grouse management area creation 
• Timber sale design for bedding, nesting, and corridor movement for 

game birds 
• Timber sale design for hawks (perch trees) 
• Karner Blue Butterfly and other Endangered Species HCP along with 

burning and fecon management to promote early succession to 
promote lupine and other nectar plants 

• Installation of 6 deer exclosures to monitor herbivory effects on 
regeneration 

 
 
 

2040  MONITORING 
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2040.1   FOREST TYPES 
 
 

The table below compares the original acres from the first reconnaissance of County Forest 

acres in 1976, with the data from 1995, 2006, and present (2021) composition. 

Eau Claire County Forest Composition 
 

Forest 
Type 

Original 
Acres 

Original 
% 

 1995 
Acres 

 
1995% 

 2006 
Acres 

 
2006% 

 2021 
Acres 

 
2021% 

 Future Proposed 
% Acres 

Aspen 14,078 28.30%  12,565 24.10%  11,020 21.20%  8,812 17.25%  8,716 17.06% 
Bottld. 
Hdwd 1,403 2.80% 

 
1,747 3.40% 

 
1,952 3.70% 

 
2,649 5.19% 

 
2,603 5.09% 

W. Birch 432 0.90%  210 0.40%  50 0.10%  19 0.04%  30 0.06% 
Fir- 

Spruce 0 0.00% 
 

6 0.00% 
 

10 0.00% 
 

6 0.01% 
 

6 0.01% 

Red 
Maple 0 0.00% 

 
438 0.80% 

 
1,575 3.00% 

 
2,054 4.02% 

 
1,778 3.48% 

N. Hdwd. 9 0.00%  499 1.00%  169 0.30%  0 0.00%  264 0.52% 
Cent, 
Hdwd 0 0.00% 

 
0 0.00% 

 
0 0.00% 

 
539 1.06% 

 
539 1.06% 

Misc. 
Decid 0 0.00% 

 
0 0.00% 

 
0 0.00% 

 
73 0.14% 

 
48 0.09% 

Misc. 
Conifer 0 0.00% 

 
0 0.00% 

 
0 0.00% 

 
2 0.00% 

 
2 0.00% 

Oak 12,010 24.10%  15,135 29.10%  16,807 32.40%  16,365 32.04%  13,970 27.35% 
Scrub 
Oak 624 1.30% 

 
894 1.70% 

 
631 1.20% 

 
100 0.02% 

 
100 0.20% 

Jack pine 9,971 20.00%  7,251 13.90%  5,297 10.20%  4,296 8.41%  4,123 8.07% 

Red pine 5,291 10.60%  4288 8.20%  4,366 8.40%  3,943 7.72%  4,113 8.05% 
White 
pine 0 0.00% 

 
3,102 6.00% 

 
3,210 6.20% 

 
5,075 9.94% 

 
7,758 15.19% 

Sw. 
Conifer 143 0.30% 

 
140 0.30% 

 
34 0.10% 

 
0 0.00% 

 
0 0.00% 

Sw. 
Hdwd. 234 0.50% 

 
22 0.00% 

 
93 0.20% 

 
20 0.04% 

 
20 0.04% 

Tamarack 42 0.10%  29 0.10%  87 0.20%  7 0.01%  0 0.00% 
Total 

Forested 44,237 88.80% 
 

46,186 89.00% 
 

45,301 87.60% 
 

43,960 86.00% 
 

44,070 86.30% 

Total non- 
forest 5,584 11.20% 

 
5,714 11.00% 

 
6,597 12.40% 

 
7,113 14.00% 

 
7,003 13.70% 

               

Total 
Property* 

 
49,821 

 
100.00% 

  
52,040 

 
100.00% 

  
51,868 

 
100.00% 

  
51,073 

 
100.00% 

  
51,073 

 
100.00% 

*Total property figures include +/- 1% error.  Total current property acreage is 52,712. 
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The data shows a decrease in white birch, aspen, northern hardwoods, oak, jack pine, and 

red pine. Most of the changes are due to natural succession such as jack pine, aspen, and 

white birch moving from early successional species to later successional species like white 

pine, which has increased in acres. Recon has also shown a large increase of red maple acres 

from 2006. Some changes have been due to updates and combining data in the database 

such as areas where red maple has become dominant in a previously aspen dominate stand. 

Aspen is still in many of these stands but there are a greater number of red maple stems, so 

the type is changed to red maple in the database. 



2000-28 

 

2040.2  HARVESTING 

The table compares acres determined as needs in the last plan and the actual activity 

since 2006. 

 
EAU CLAIRE COUNTY FOREST 

ASPEN (Acres) 
 

YEAR NEED Established Sold Closed 

2006 266 74 81 82 

2007 244 18 17 128 

2008 268 188 183 4 

2009 278 107 23 101 

2010 164 134 125 24 

2011 55 0 116 202 

2012 261 75 15 210 

2013 57 119 139 0 

2014 81 0 40 75 

2015 366 106 106 119 

2016 233 264 62 55 

2017 236 51 209 0 

2018 221 145 116 0 

2019 245 187 144 120 

2020 249 61 64 0 

Totals (15yrs.) 3224 1529 1440 1120 

Annual 

Average 

214.9 101.9 96 74.6 
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EAU CLAIRE COUNTY FOREST 

Oak (Acres) 
 

YEAR NEED Established Sold Closed 

2006 1292 548 233 142 

2007 373 449 535 289 

2008 673 568 650 290 

2009 381 656 664 420 

2010 764 442 506 306 

2011 351 484 259 1119 

2012 487 477 633 540 

2013 572 256 289 364 

2014 650 406 395 418 

2015 1311 775 424 394 

2016 542 342 590 403 

2017 532 145 394 99 

2018 510 705 418 178 

2019 411 472 623 580 

2020 484 222 330 0 

Totals (15yrs.) 9333 6947 6943 5542 

Annual 

Average 

622.2 463.1 462.8 369.4 
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EAU CLAIRE COUNTY FOREST 
Red Pine (Acres) 

 

YEAR NEED Established Sold Closed 

2006 594 160 170 156 

2007 139 100 140 367 

2008 263 105 105 92 

2009 193 236 120 159 

2010 250 158 270 141 

2011 159 257 102 159 

2012 440 173 181 168 

2013 205 220 293 236 

2014 352 217 145 181 

2015 539 187 197 299 

2016 215 185 265 173 

2017 202 139 127 7 

2018 191 365 332 139 

2019 169 220 272 127 

2020 168 117 131 0 

Totals (15yrs.) 4079 2839 2850 2404 

Annual 

Average 

271.9 189.2 190 160.2 
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EAU CLAIRE COUNTY FOREST 
White Pine (Acres) 

 

YEAR NEED Established Sold Closed 

2006 258 60 66 23 

2007 87 11 3 76 

2008 54 93 94 14 

2009 75 49 31 69 

2010 232 20 44 40 

2011 6 16 0 50 

2012 164 0 16 27 

2013 21 55 38 21 

2014 3 32 37 16 

2015 228 36 20 30 

2016 118 100 59 11 

2017 102 50 72 5 

2018 106 165 102 29 

2019 108 109 153 111 

2020 114 35 90 0 

Totals (15yrs.) 1676 831 825 522 

Annual 

Average 

111.7 55.4 55 34.8 
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EAU CLAIRE COUNTY FOREST 
Jack Pine (Acres) 

YEAR NEED Established Sold Closed 

2006 95 142 21 143 

2007 166 214 280 263 

2008 116 48 72 36 

2009 86 0 48 167 

2010 117 31 31 45 

2011 72 59 59 99 

2012 8 4 4 0 

2013 13 8 8 27 

2014 52 40 0 32 

2015 66 10 50 25 

2016 78 116 64 79 

2017 72 14 60 10 

2018 54 90 10 12 

2019 60 55 43 60 

2020 58 8 55 0 

Totals (15yrs.) 1113 839 805 998 

Annual 

Average 

74.2 55.9 53.6 66.5 
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EAU CLAIRE COUNTY FOREST 
Red Maple (Acres) 

YEAR NEED Established Sold Closed 

2006 104 0 0 17 

2007 0 6 6 0 

2008 0 0 0 0 

2009 0 0 0 6 

2010 132 0 0 0 

2011 36 38 38 0 

2012 7 0 0 38 

2013 28 120 39 0 

2014 63 12 93 0 

2015 111 23 23 39 

2016 62 29 4 12 

2017 60 44 69 0 

2018 63 44 44 61 

2019 57 118 91 30 

2020 62 78 89 0 

Totals (15yrs.) 785 512 496 203 

Annual 

Average 

52.3 34.1 33.06 13.5 



2040.3   RECREATIONAL USE 
Since the last 15-year plan, the introduction of UTV’s on the county forest has seen a 

steady increase in the amount of motorized usage on the county forest. As UTV’s have 

become wider, longer, and more powerful, modifications on our trail systems have 

occurred. This process is anticipated to continue with more manufacturers producing 

new body styles and makes of machines. This is a use that must be carefully planned 

for and maintenance should remain a top priority. The placement of gravel trail 

surfaces has become required to provide properly maintained trails. In addition, some 

trails have needed to be widened and gates have been installed to restrict access in 

certain areas. 

Another use of the forest that has seen an increase since the last plan has been the 

demand for canoe and kayak launch points. This was a priority in the 2016-2020 Eau 

Claire County Recreation Plan. More people are looking for developed access points, 

maps, and potential overnight camping sites on the Eau Claire River. This trend is 

expected to continue. 

Other silent sports have seen steady numbers in user groups and trail use including 

disc golf, horseback riding, skiing, snowshoeing, and mountain biking. Trails have 

been modified and improved for all these non-motorized uses. With expectations of 

increased demand in all areas as the population continues to explore the county forest. 

2040.4 HIGH CONSERVATION VALUE FOREST AREAS 

The High Conservation Value Forest (HCVF) areas on the Eau Claire County Forest 

are also designated as State Natural Areas. They were designated as HCVF because of 

unique natural features such as barrens, large white pine, wetland, etc.. There will be 

no management done in these areas and with very little change to their composition, as 

white pine is the expected climax community. Eau Claire County relies on the local 

ecologist for updates on any changes to the HCVF areas. The local ecologist is also 

consulted if management is being considered on HCVF areas. 
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2040.5 ROADS & ACCESS 

Primary roads for access to the County Forest were constructed prior to 1995. No new 

primary roads were planned or built during the last fifteen years. No additional primary 

forest roads are planned to be constructed unless an unforeseen need develops or if a 

township abandons a current road that provides access to the County Forest. New large 

block additions to the County Forest will remain non-motorized as much as possible to 

meet the growing demand for silent sports. 
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Eau Claire Cou nty Forest 
Sale Name: Spruce it up Tract Number: 1-21 Estimated Volumes 
Twp: 27 Range: 6 Section: 13 Township: Wilson SPECIES Pulp 

(tons) 
Bolts 
(cds) 

Logs 
(MBF) 

Compartment: 58 Stand: 6, 8 Oak* 420 95 33 
Soil: Loam  Topography: Rolling Spruce** 215 - - 
Acres: 20.2 Timber Sale #:  MX Hwd*** 95 10 1 
Notes: *Oak Saw: 79% Black Oak, 18% Red Oak, 3% White Oak 

**Spruce volum e cantains an estim ated 55 cord of Bolts 
(8” and up) 
***MX Hwd consists of Red Maple, Hard Maple, and Ash 
 

Aspen 20 3 - 
     

    
Sale Minimum 

Bid: $17,819.30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Cu tting Specifications: 
1. Sale area is delineated by Red and Blue Paint Lines (property lines) and obvious roads 
2.  Sale operations are lim ited to dry or frozen conditions 
3. Harvest all trees 1” and greater Except those mark ed with Green Paint 
4. All roads and landings m ust be approved by the sale adm inistrator  
5. All slash m ust be lopped and scattered within tw o feet of the ground 
6. All cut pine and spruce products m ust be rem oved from  the sale area within 2 week s during the period of May 15th to 

Aug ust 15th 
7. Spruce stum ps m ust be sprayed between April 1st and Novem ber 30th  
8. No harvesting is allowed from  April 1st to July 15th in the Seed T ree area due to Oak Wilt restrictions 
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Eau Claire County Forest 
Sale Nam e: Alb in’s Red Pine Tract Num ber: 2-21 Estim ated Volum es 
Twp: 26N Range: 05W Section: 20,28 Townsh ip: Bridge 

Creek 
SPECIES Pulp 

(tons) 
Bolts 
(cds) 

Logs 
(MBF) 

Com partm ent: 18, 19 Stand: 5, 20, 12 *Red Pine 1800 - - 
Soil: Sand / Sandy Lo am  Topograph y: Flat Oak 6 - - 
Acres: 16.64 Tim ber Sale #:      
Notes: Stand 20 will need to  b e scaled separately fro m  the rest o f 

the sale fo r research p urp o ses.  
*Red Pine vo lum es co ntains ro ughly 200 MBF o f Lo gs 
*Santala Experim ental Plo t needs to  b e scaled separately fo r 
research p urp o ses* 

    
     

    
Sale 

Minim um  
Bid: 

$35,672.40 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Cutting Specifications: 
1. Harvest operations only allowed between th e dates of Novem ber 16th  to March  4th due to a species of special 

concern in th e area. 
2. All stum p s m ust b e sp rayed acco rding to  co ntract fro m  No vem b er 16th to  No vem b er 30th 
3.  All landings and ro ads m ust b e ap p ro ved b y the sale adm inistrato r 
4. Sale b o undaries are deno ted b y a Red Paint Line, Ob vio us Ro ads, o r a tim b er type change 
5. Clearcut area: Harvest all trees 1” in diam eter or greater 
6. First Th inning area: h arvest every Th ird Row  
7. Stream  Crossing m ust be approved by sale adm inistrator 
8. All slash m ust b e lo p p ed and scattered within tw o  feet o f the gro und 
9.  

 

Stream Crossing

Tract 15-18
Tract 2-20

Tract 2-20Sale Area
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Eau Claire Coun ty Forest 
Sale Nam e: Big Dog Tract Num ber: 3-21 Estim ated  Volum es 
Twp: 26N Ran ge: 5W Section: 4, 5, 9 Tow nship: Bridge 

Creek 
SPECIES Pulp 

(tons) 
Bolts 
(cd s) 

Logs 
(MBF) 

Com partm en t: 34, 35 Stan d : 12, 1, 9, 28, 31 White Oak - - 158 
Soil: Sandy Loam  Topography: Rolling Red Oak* 2344 350 33 
Acres:  142  Tim ber Sale #:  Black Oak - - 33 
Notes: *Red Oak pulp and bolts contain both White and Black Oak 

*Contact County Forester for gate access to the sale 
Red Maple 2500 260 260 

 White Pine 75 - 9.5 
Aspen 190 48 - 
Sale 

Minim um  
Bid : 

$134,242.80 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Cuttin g Specifications: 

1. Sale area is delineated by Red paint lines and obvious roads/trails 
2.  Sale operations are lim ited to dry or frozen conditions 
3. Shelterw ood , Clearcut, an d  Coppice areas: Harvest all trees greater than 1” DBH EXCEPT Red  Pine an d  those m arked  
with green pain t. 

4. Overstory Rem oval: Harvest all trees Except Oak 4” DBH an d  un d er 
5. No equipm ent is allowed within RMZ’s and Green T ree Retention areas 
6. No harvesting is allowed from  April 1st to July 15th due to Oak Wilt restrictions 
7. All roads and landings m ust be approved by the sale adm inistrator 
8. All slash m ust be lopped and scattered within tw o feet of the ground 
9. Care m ust be taken to lim it dam age to advanced Oak Regeneration 

 

Channey ATV Trail

Gam
e T

rail



!

!
!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

! !

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

Tech Drive

Tech Private Drive
Whippoorwill Private Drive

Co
on

 G
ut 

Cr
ee

k

Whippoorwill Creek
Ea

u C
lai

re 
Riv

er

Eau Claire River

Eau Claire River

24 19 20

²

0 0.15 0.3 0.45 0.6 0.750.075
Miles

Legend
Woods_Road

Blue_Line

Red_Line

Other Sale

Green_Tree_Retention

Clearcut

Thinning

Roads

Intermittent_Stream

Perennial_Stream

Other Ownership

Section Corner

Eau Claire County Forest 
Sale Name: Pin ter Pine Tract Number: 4-21 Estimated Volumes 
Tw p : 26 Range: 6 Section: 13, 19, 24 To w nship : Bridge Creek SPECIES Pulp 

(tons) 
Bolts 
(cds) 

Logs 
(MBF) 

Compartment: 22, 31 Stand: 5, 6, 13, 21, 24, 29, 32, 33, 34, 36 Red Pine 560 105 - 
So il: San d, San dy Lo am  To p o graphy: Slightly Ro lling White Pine 315 - 15.5 
Acres: 85  Timber Sale #:  Jack Pine 105 - - 
Notes:  MX Hw d 340 - 4 

 Black Oak 410  20 
    

Sale Minimum 
Bid: $24,168.50 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Cutting Specificatio ns: 
1. Sale bo un daries are delineated by a type change o r Red pain t Lines 
2.  Stum ps m ust be sprayed acco rding to  co n tract fro m  April 1st to  No vem ber 30th  
3. Thinning: Harvest all trees marked w ith orange paint.  Op p o rtunity fo r Spring/Summer Harvest 
4. Clearcut: Harvest all trees 1” and diameter and greater.  Sale o perations limited to dry or fro zen conditions.  No 

harvesting from April 1 to October 16th due to Oak Wilt restrictions and species o f special concern. 
5. No  equipm en t in Green Tree Reten tio n  areas o r RMZ ’s 
6. All cut pine an d spruce pro ducts m ust be rem o ved fro m  the sale area within 2 weeks during the perio d o f May 15th 

to  August 15th 
7. All ro ads an d lan dings m ust be appro ved by the sale adm inistrato r 
8. All slash m ust be lo pped an d scattered within 2’ o f the gro un d 
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Eau Claire County Forest 
Sale Name: Shale Pit Aspen Tract Number: 5-21 Estimated Volumes 
Twp: 27 Rang e: 5 Section: 25 Township: Wilson SPECIES Pulp 

(tons) 
Bolts 
(cds) 

Log s 
(MBF) 

Compartment: 47 Stand: 8 and 12 Aspen 1800 140 - 
Soil: Sandy Loam Topog rap hy: Slightly Rolling MX Hwd 550 40 2 
Acres: 35 Timber Sale #:  White Pine* 30 - - 
Notes: *White Pine Volume includes roughly 4 MBF of Logs Oak 70 30 2 

     
    
Sale 

Minimum 
Bid: 

 
$21,144.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Cutting  Specifications: 

1. Sale area is delineated by Red Paint Lines and obvious roads/trails 
2.  Sale operations are limited to dry or frozen conditions 
3. Harvest all trees g reater than 1” DBH EXCEPT Oak that is 10” or g reater in DBH 
4. No equipment is allowed within the RMZ or Green Tree Retention Areas 
5. All roads and landings must be approved by the sale administrator 
6. All slash must be lopped and scattered within two feet of the ground 
7. No slash may be left in the RMZ areas 
8.  
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Tract 7-19

Eau Claire County Forest 
Sale Nam e: Coon Gut T hin ning Tract Num ber: 6-21 Estim ated Volum es 
Twp: 26 Range: 5, 6 Section: 19, 24, 25, 30 Township: Bridge Creek SPECIES Pulp 

(tons) 
Bolts 
(cds) 

Logs 
(MBF) 

Com partm ent: 20, 21 Stand: 29, 19, 22, 25, 26, 33, 41, 45, 46 Oak* 1143 171 154 
Soil: Loam y Sand Topography: Flat Red Maple 470 17 - 
Acres: 175 Tim ber Sale #:  Aspen 100 6 - 
Notes: *Oak Logs are approxim ately 80% Black/Pin Oak and 20% 

White Oak 
Contact the County Forester for sale access prior to bid 
opening 

White Pine 840 - 77 
 Red pine 780 154 - 

Jack Pine 20 - - 
Sale 

Minim um  
Bid: 

$67,559.10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Cutting Specifications: 
1. Sale area is delineated by Red Paint Lines, obvious type changes, and the snow m obile trail 
2.  Sale operations are lim ited to dry or frozen conditions 
3. Thinning area:  Harvest all trees m arked with orange paint 
4. Coppice area: Harvest all trees 1” in diam eter and larger  
5. Overstory Rem oval: Harvest m erchantable trees.  Take care not to dam age advanced Regeneration 
6. No equipm ent is allowed within RMZ’s and Green T ree Retention Areas 
7. No harvesting is allowed in the Coppice and Overstory Rem oval areas due to Oak Wilt Restrictions 
8. Pine stum ps m ust be sprayed according to contract from  April 1st to Novem ber 30th 
9. All cut pine and spruce products m ust be rem oved from  the sale area within 2 week s during the period of May 15th to 
August 15th 

10. All roads and landings m ust be approved by the sale adm inistrator 
11. All slash m ust be lopped and scattered within 2’ of the ground 
12. Snow m obile trail m ust be kept clear of slash and debris 
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Ea u Cla ire County Forest 
Sa le Na me: Black Creek T errace Tra ct Number: 7-21 Estima ted Volumes 
Twp: 25 Ra nge: 5 Section:13, 14, 23, 24 Township: Fairchild SPECIES Pulp 

(tons) 
Bolts 
(cds) 

Logs 
(MBF) 

Compa rtment: 2, 3 Sta nd: 7, 8, 9, 29, 35, 21, 25 Oak 1240 125 134 
Soil: Loamy Sand Topogra phy: Flat Red Maple - - 11 
Acres: 93 Timber Sa le #:  MX Hwd 740 10 - 
Notes: *Access w ill be from Black Creek Forest Road 

Oak is mostly Black and White Oak 
MX Hwd is primarily Red Maple w ith some White Birch and 
Black Cherry. 

Aspen 300 - - 
 White Pine 85 - 25 

Red Pine 36 - - 
Jack Pine 1220 - - 

Sa le Minimum 
Bid: $55,255.90 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Cutting Specifica tions: 

1. Sale area is delineated by Red Paint Lines 
2.  Sale operations are limited to dry or frozen conditions 
3. Overstory Remova l #1: ha rvest a ll stems over 4” DBH except White Pine.  Lea ve a ll White Pine under 10” DBH 
4. Overstory Remova l #2 & 3: Ha rvest a ll mercha nta ble trees 
5. Clea rcut/Coppice a rea : Ha rvest a ll trees 1” a nd la rger in dia meter 
6. No equipment is allowed w ithin Green T ree Retention areas or RMZ’s 
7. No harvesting is allowed from April 1st to July 15th due to Oak Wilt restrictions in Overstory Removal Areas 2 & 3 
8. All roads and landings must be approved by the sale administrator 
9. All slash must be lopped and scattered w ithin tw o feet of the ground 
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Eau Claire County Forest 
Sale Name: Yote Trail Tract Number: 3-20 Estimated Volumes 
Twp: 26N Range: 5W Section: 23 Township: Fairchild SPECIES TONS MBF 
Compartment: 24 Stand: 16 & 17 *Red Pine 142  
Soil: Sand Topography: Mostly Flat Black Oak 6  
Acres: 15 Timber Sale #:     
Notes: *Red Pine contains approximately 16 tons of Jack Pine    

    
   

Sale Minimum 
Bid: $2,953.80 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Cutting Specifications: 
1. Sale boundaries are marked in Red Paint or are bounded by obvious roads. 
2.  Spring/Summer harvest opportunity 
3. Harvest every third row in the First thinning area.  Harvest all Orange marked trees in thinning area. 
4. All skid trails and landings must be approved by the sale administrator. 
5. All cut pine and spruce products must be removed from the sale area within two weeks during the period of May 

15th through August 15th. 
6. Stumps must be sprayed April 1st through November 30th. 
7. All slash must be lopped and scattered within two feet of the ground 
8. Purple line denotes a change in thinning.  North of the line is 3rd row and south is a marked thinning. 
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Eau Claire County Forest 
Sale Name: Little Italy Extension Trac t Number: 10-20 Estimated Volumes 
Twp : 26N Range: 5W Sec tion: 2, 11 Township : Bridge Creek SPECIES TONS MBF 
Comp artment: 36, 37, 39  Stand: 7, 14, 16, 18, 25 Aspen 665  
Soil: Sandy Loam and Muck Top ograp hy: Low ground Oak* 625 46 
Acres: 68.7 Timber Sale #:  Mixed Hardwood 210  
Notes: Aspen stand with Oak, White Pine, and Mixed Hardwood.  

MX Hwd is Maple, Birch, Cherry, and Elm. 
Landing cannot be in powerline ROW 
Pin Oak is 56% Oak Saw Volume.  Black Oak is 44% 
**Southmost thinning areas don’t have Red line like the 
map  dep ic ts.  Red was used to make boundaries stand out. 

White Pine 100 32 
 Red Pine 250  

Jack Pine 80  
Red Maple  2 
Sale Minimum 

Bid: $25,264.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cutting Sp ecifications: 
1. Cop p ice: Harvest all trees over 1” DBH excep t designated reserve trees/islands 
2.  Overstory Removal: Harvest all stems over 4” in DBH and Leave all Green Marked Trees 
3. Clearcut: Harvest all stems over 1” DBH excep t Red/White Pine and Bas swood, unles s marked with orange p aint. 
4. Thinning: Cut all trees marked with orange p aint. 
5. Sale is bounded by Red Paint or Timber type change 
6. FROZEN CONDITIONS ONLY 
7. No equipment allowed within the Green tree Retention areas. 
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Eau Claire County Forest 
 

Sale Name: Henneman 2.0 Tract Number: 
14-19 Estimated Volumes: 

Twp: 27N Range: 5W Section: 24 Compartment: 52  
Species TONS MBF 

 

Township: Wilson Stand: 7 

Soil: Muck Topography: Flat  Acres: 11 White Pine* 228 - 
MX Hwd* 85 - 

*White Pine volume contains 36 MBF 
*Mx Hwd is 60% Red Maple and 40% 
Yellow Birch 

Timber Sale #: 
Tamarack 15 - 
Sale Minimum 
Bid $3,924.01 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cutting Specificatio ns: 
1. Sale bo undaries are marked in red paint. 
2. Sale o peratio n limited to  Fro zen Co nditio ns 
3. Harvest all trees 1 inch and greater in diameter except those marked with green paint. 
4. No  equipment in the RMZ.  Except a cro ssing appro ved by the sale administrato r. 
5. Sale administrato r must appro ve access ro ad and landings. 
6. All slash must be lo pped and scattered within 2’ o f the gro und. 

Proposed Access

RMZ Crossing

Legend
Shelterwood
RMZ
Major_Roads
Local Roads
Woods_Road



          Eau Claire County  
PARKS & FOREST DEPARTMENT 

227 1ST Street West 
Altoona WI  54720 

715-839-4783 •FAX 715-839-6277 
 

 
 

Josh Pedersen - Director 

Timber   ∗  Recreation   ∗   Wildlife 

 
 
 
 
 
The Committee on Parks & Forest accepted the bid you submitted at our April 12,2021 timber sale bid opening.  The 
following information pertains to this sale 
   
1.  Contract # 1800-1 Tract #16-18     Total Sale Value $22,080.00     Expiration Date:  7/1/2023 
 Please use the contract (not the tract) number when relating to payments and correspondences.  
 
2. A performance bond equal to 25% OR $3,000 minimum/$15,000 maximum of the total sale value will be held by 

the department until the sale is completed. The performance bond may be either letter of credit from an approved 
financial lending institution or a check for the entire 25% ($3,000 minimum/$15,000 maximum) bond.  The letter 
of credit must extend 90 days beyond the expiration date of your contract. Letters-of-credit issued with an 
expiration date other than listed below will be returned to the issuing institution for amending.   A separate letter-
of-credit is required for each sale that you are awarded.  Upon receipt of the letter of credit, your check for the 
10% bid bond will be returned with your signed contract.  The amount required for the total performance bond is: 

 (25% of sale) $ 5,520.00   Letter of Credit Expiration date: 7/1/2023 
  
  
3. Verification of Training Certificate – Provide a copy of a current certificate from FISTA. 
 
4. You must return your signed timber sale contract, Verification of Training certificate, and letter of credit if 

applicable within 30 days, or by MAY 12, 2021.  Failure to do so may result in the forfeiture of 10% bid bond and 
the sale sold to the next highest bidder. The contract pages listed below must be signed. 
a. Page 7 - sign and date.  
b. Page 8 – Addendum #1 (Federal Identification Numbers and Workers Compensation Coverage) - sign and 

date. Your Federal ID number and proof of workers compensation insurance must be submitted to our 
office at the time of contract signing. 

c. Page 9 – Addendum #2 (Release of Liability) - notarized by a Notary Public unless signed in the presence 
of a parks & forest staff person and dated.  

d. Page 10 - Addendum #3 (Mill Scale Ticket System for Pulpwood Scaling) - if you are using the mill scale 
ticket system, you are required to indicate the mills you will be using along with the species to be 
delivered to that particular mill.  All mills must be pre-approved by department staff. 

e. Page 11 - Addendum #4 (Subcontractors Acknowledgement of Responsibility) – if applicable, the entire 
form must be completed, signed and dated by both the contractor and subcontractor.  This must be 
submitted to our office before the subcontractor can perform any work on the sale. 

f. Page 12- Addendum #5 (Eau Claire County Parks and Forest Department Prepay Haul Ticket System) – if 
applicable, form must be signed and dated.  
 

  
If you have any questions, please contact me at 715-839-4783 or Jake Tumm, Forester at 715-839-7277.   
                       
Sincerely, 
 

 
Winnie Parker 
Administrative Specialist III 





          Eau Claire County  
PARKS & FOREST DEPARTMENT 

227 1ST Street West 
Altoona WI  54720 

715-839-4783 •FAX 715-839-6277 
 

 
 

Josh Pedersen - Director 

Timber   ∗  Recreation   ∗   Wildlife 

 
 
 
 
 
The Committee on Parks & Forest accepted the bid you submitted at our April 12, 2021 timber sale bid opening.  The 
following information pertains to this sale 
   
1.  Contract # 1806-1 Tract #23-18     Total Sale Value $19,250.00     Expiration Date:  7/1/2023 
 Please use the contract (not the tract) number when relating to payments and correspondences.  
 
2. A performance bond equal to 25% OR $3,000 minimum/$15,000 maximum of the total sale value will be held by 

the department until the sale is completed. The performance bond may be either letter of credit from an approved 
financial lending institution or a check for the entire 25% ($3,000 minimum/$15,000 maximum) bond.  The letter 
of credit must extend 90 days beyond the expiration date of your contract. Letters-of-credit issued with an 
expiration date other than listed below will be returned to the issuing institution for amending.   A separate letter-
of-credit is required for each sale that you are awarded.  Upon receipt of the letter of credit, your check for the 
10% bid bond will be returned with your signed contract.  The amount required for the total performance bond is: 

 (25% of sale) $ 3000.00   Letter of Credit Expiration date: 7/1/2023 
  
  
3. Verification of Training Certificate – Provide a copy of a current certificate from FISTA. 
 
4. You must return your signed timber sale contract, Verification of Training certificate, and letter of credit if 

applicable within 30 days, or by MAY 12, 2021.  Failure to do so may result in the forfeiture of 10% bid bond and 
the sale sold to the next highest bidder. The contract pages listed below must be signed. 
a. Page 7 - sign and date.  
b. Page 8 – Addendum #1 (Federal Identification Numbers and Workers Compensation Coverage) - sign and 

date. Your Federal ID number and proof of workers compensation insurance must be submitted to our 
office at the time of contract signing. 

c. Page 9 – Addendum #2 (Release of Liability) - notarized by a Notary Public unless signed in the presence 
of a parks & forest staff person and dated.  

d. Page 10 - Addendum #3 (Mill Scale Ticket System for Pulpwood Scaling) - if you are using the mill scale 
ticket system, you are required to indicate the mills you will be using along with the species to be 
delivered to that particular mill.  All mills must be pre-approved by department staff. 

e. Page 11 - Addendum #4 (Subcontractors Acknowledgement of Responsibility) – if applicable, the entire 
form must be completed, signed and dated by both the contractor and subcontractor.  This must be 
submitted to our office before the subcontractor can perform any work on the sale. 

f. Page 12- Addendum #5 (Eau Claire County Parks and Forest Department Prepay Haul Ticket System) – if 
applicable, form must be signed and dated.  
 

  
If you have any questions, please contact me at 715-839-4783 or Jake Tumm, Forester at 715-839-7277.   
                       
Sincerely, 
 

 
Winnie Parker 
Administrative Specialist III 





          Eau Claire County  
PARKS & FOREST DEPARTMENT 

227 1ST Street West 
Altoona WI  54720 

715-839-4783 •FAX 715-839-6277 
 

 
 

Josh Pedersen - Director 

Timber   ∗  Recreation   ∗   Wildlife 

 
 
 
 
 
The Committee on Parks & Forest accepted the bid you submitted at our April 12, 2021 timber sale bid opening.  The 
following information pertains to this sale 
   
1.  Contract # 1835-1 Tract #11-20     Total Sale Value $7,000.00     Expiration Date:  7/1/2023 
 Please use the contract (not the tract) number when relating to payments and correspondences.  
 
2. A performance bond equal to 25% OR $3,000 minimum/$15,000 maximum of the total sale value will be held by 

the department until the sale is completed. The performance bond may be either letter of credit from an approved 
financial lending institution or a check for the entire 25% ($3,000 minimum/$15,000 maximum) bond.  The letter 
of credit must extend 90 days beyond the expiration date of your contract. Letters-of-credit issued with an 
expiration date other than listed below will be returned to the issuing institution for amending.   A separate letter-
of-credit is required for each sale that you are awarded.  Upon receipt of the letter of credit, your check for the 
10% bid bond will be returned with your signed contract.  The amount required for the total performance bond is: 

 (25% of sale) $ 3,000.00   Letter of Credit Expiration date: 7/1/2023 
  
  
3. Verification of Training Certificate – Provide a copy of a current certificate from FISTA. 
 
4. You must return your signed timber sale contract, Verification of Training certificate, and letter of credit if 

applicable within 30 days, or by MAY 12, 2021.  Failure to do so may result in the forfeiture of 10% bid bond and 
the sale sold to the next highest bidder. The contract pages listed below must be signed. 
a. Page 7 - sign and date.  
b. Page 8 – Addendum #1 (Federal Identification Numbers and Workers Compensation Coverage) - sign and 

date. Your Federal ID number and proof of workers compensation insurance must be submitted to our 
office at the time of contract signing. 

c. Page 9 – Addendum #2 (Release of Liability) - notarized by a Notary Public unless signed in the presence 
of a parks & forest staff person and dated.  

d. Page 10 - Addendum #3 (Mill Scale Ticket System for Pulpwood Scaling) - if you are using the mill scale 
ticket system, you are required to indicate the mills you will be using along with the species to be 
delivered to that particular mill.  All mills must be pre-approved by department staff. 

e. Page 11 - Addendum #4 (Subcontractors Acknowledgement of Responsibility) – if applicable, the entire 
form must be completed, signed and dated by both the contractor and subcontractor.  This must be 
submitted to our office before the subcontractor can perform any work on the sale. 

f. Page 12- Addendum #5 (Eau Claire County Parks and Forest Department Prepay Haul Ticket System) – if 
applicable, form must be signed and dated.  
 

  
If you have any questions, please contact me at 715-839-4783 or Jake Tumm, Forester at 715-839-7277.   
                       
Sincerely, 
 

 
Winnie Parker 
Administrative Specialist III 





FACT SHEET 
 
 TO FILE NO.   20-21/128 
 
 
Wisconsin Legislature created the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program in 1989 to preserve 
valuable natural areas and wildlife habitat, protect water quality and fisheries, and expand 
opportunities for outdoor recreation.  Per Wis. Stat. § 23.0915(2c)(d) the Knowles-Nelson 
Stewardship Program is set to expire in 2022. 
 
Eau Claire County has utilized Stewardship grant funds to develop trails and other public 
outdoor recreation opportunities including Pinter Pines/Coon Gut acquisition, Meteor Timber 
acquisition, and the Brown property acquisition. 
 
Eau Claire County recognizes the need to balance debt burden with conservation benefit, the 
County urges the State to renew the Knowles Nelson Stewardship Program with funding to 
perpetuate the Program while continuing to retire existing bond debt, with the goal to stabilize 
debt at current levels or gradually reduce some. 
 
The Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program has been a valuable tool to preserve and restore 
natural areas, wildlife habitat, and water quality while supporting the development of public 
nature-based outdoor recreation opportunities that promote economic development and enhance 
quality of life. 
 
Fiscal Impact: Receiving a Knowles-Nelson Stewardship grant is equal to 50% of the appraised 
price of the property acquired.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Josh Pedersen 
Parks and Forest Director 
 



Enrolled No.     RESOLUTION         File No. 20-21/128 1 
 2 

- SUPPORTING THE CONTINUATION OF THE KNOWLES-NELSON STEWARDSHIP 3 
PROGRAM - 4 

  5 
WHEREAS, the Wisconsin Legislature created the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program 6 

in 1989 to preserve valuable natural areas and wildlife habitat, protect water quality and fisheries, 7 
and expand opportunities for outdoor recreation. Per Wis. Stat. § 23.0915(2c)(d) the Knowles-8 
Nelson Stewardship Program is set to expire in 2022; and,  9 

 10 
WHEREAS, the program has supported land acquisition and capital development by the 11 

Department of Natural Resources (DNR), local governments, and nonprofit conservation 12 
organizations to preserve valuable natural areas, wildlife habitat, water quality and outdoor 13 
recreation for public benefit around the state. Eau Claire County has utilized Stewardship grant 14 
funds to develop trails and other public  outdoor  recreation   opportunities., and, 15 

 16 
WHEREAS, Eau Claire County has utilized Stewardship grant funds to develop trails and 17 

other public outdoor recreation opportunities as listed below: 18 
• to acquire land for Pinter Pines/Coon Gut,  19 
• the Meteor Timber property,  20 
• the Brown property, and  21 
• Kiwanis Acquisition in the Town of Union 22 

 23 
WHEREAS, whereas Eau Claire County recognizes the need to balance debt burden with 24 

conservation benefits, the County urges the State to renew the Knowles Nelson Stewardship 25 
Program with funding to perpetuate the Program while continuing to retire existing bond debt, 26 
with the goal to stabilize debt at current levels or gradually reduce some. 27 

 28 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Eau Claire County Board of Supervisors 29 

considers the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program a valuable tool to preserve and restore natural 30 
areas, wildlife habitat, and water quality while supporting the development of public nature-based 31 
outdoor recreation opportunities that promote economic development and enhance quality of life, 32 
and 33 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Eau Claire County Board of Supervisors does 34 
recommend and support funding renewal for the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program, and 35 

 36 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Eau Claire County Board of Supervisors directs 37 

the county clerk to forward this resolution to the governor, assembly members and senators 38 
representing Eau Claire County and the Wisconsin Counties Association. 39 

 40 
I hereby certify that the foregoing  41 

      correctly represents the action taken  42 
      By the undersigned Committee on  43 
      April ___, 2021 by a vote of ___ 44 
      for, and ____ against.  45 
 46 
      ______________________________ 47 
      Kevin Stelljes, Chair  48 
      Committee on Parks and Forest 49 

TJS/yk                       ORDINANC/20-21/128 50 
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