
AGENDA 
Chippewa-St. Croix Passenger Rail Commission 

Monday, April 5, 2021 at 3:00 p.m. 
Virtual Meeting 

Prepared by: Samantha Kraegenbrink – Assistant to the County Administrator Published 6:25 p.m. 3/31/2021 

Please note: Upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of disabled individuals through sign 
language, interpreters or other auxiliary aids. For additional information or to request the service, contact the County ADA 
Coordinator at 839-6945 (FAX) 839-1669 or (TDD) 839-4735 or by writing to the ADA Coordinator, Human Resources 
Department, Eau Claire County Courthouse, 721 Oxford Ave., Eau Claire, Wisconsin 54703. 

Dial In: 1-415-655-0001 Access Code: 145 901 3217 

 For those wishing to make public comment, you can submit your request to speak and/or written 
comment to Samantha Kraegenbrink at samantha.kraegenbrink@co.eau-claire.wi.us at least 60 

minutes prior to the start of the meeting. You will be called on during the public session to make 
your comments. Public comments are limited to 3 minutes per person and 30 minutes maximum 

for the public comment period. 

1. Call to Order and confirmation of meeting notice

2. Roll Call

3. Public Comment

4. Election of pro-tem Chairperson – Discussion/Action

5. Introductions – Information
a. Introduction of self, municipality, and your interest in the commission

6. Overview of potential Passenger Rail project from West Central Wisconsin Rail Coalition –
Information/Discussion

7. Authority and Scope of the Commission – Discussion

8. What are we going to accomplish – Information/Discussion

9. Research and Set-up of Bylaws – Discussion/Action

10. Agenda items for next meeting and determine meeting schedule including frequency of
meetings – Discussion/Action

11. Adjourn

mailto:samantha.kraegenbrink@co.eau-claire.wi.us


 

TBD   City of Eau Claire 
Lowell Prange City Administrator City of Menomonie 

Randy Eide Director of Public Works City of Menomonie 

Tracy Carlson Administrator/Clerk-
Treasurer Village of Baldwin 

Tiffany Weiss City Planner City of Hudson 

Josh Clements  City of Altoona 

Erik Evenson Director of Public Works City of New Richmand 

Gary Stene Vice-Chair County of Dunn 

Robbie Krejci Highway Commissioner County of St. Croix 

Jim Dunning County Board Member County of Eau Claire 



Passenger Rail Service for West 

Central Wisconsin?

Critical economic, demographic, 

social and transportation issues are 

converging to make trains important 

to our future here in Wisconsin. 



The West Central Wisconsin Rail Coalition
provides leadership and coordination to 
develop passenger rail service through West 
Central Wisconsin as part of a regional strategy 
to ensure a balanced transportation system for 
long term sustainable economic growth.







2004 WisDOT Rail issues & Opportunities Report













Vision: Attract/retain talent through enhanced 
connectivity

“A passenger rail system would help 
make the area a destination, and not 
just a drive-by, for attracting new 
businesses and the talent needed to 
sustain them.” 

Royal Credit Union



Vision: Attract/retain talent through enhanced 
connectivity

Develop Business Plan to establish self-sustaining Twin Cities-
Eau Claire conventional passenger rail service 4x daily

– Public Private Partnership with private developer, 
operator and marketer

– Market rate access for host railroad

– Pursue Value Capture Transit Oriented Development 
concepts (economic activity and value growth)

– Determine governance structure

– Eligibility for grant federal programs









Service Outline
• Auto-competitive, reliable travel time, Eau Claire-St. Paul: 1 Hr, 20/30 Min.

• Four round trips/day to provide sufficient convenience

• Push-pull trainsets with rebuilt equipment (ADA compliant)

• Tentative stations: Eau Claire, Menomonie, Baldwin, Hudson/River Falls, 
Stillwater, St. Paul 

• On-board amenities; food, drink, Wi-Fi, bicycle racks

• Transit connections and shared ticketing

• Fares: $25-35 full route; group, commuters, student, business class 





FAST Act



FAST Act



“I’m probably the second biggest passenger 

rail enthusiast in this administration. I enjoy 

long train trips as well as short ones, and I 

think Americans ought to be able to enjoy the 

highest standard of passenger rail service.”

- Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg





Vision: Attract/retain talent through enhanced 
connectivity

Next steps: 

• Complete financial due diligence and confirm MOU with 
private operator (Corridor Rail Development)

• Complete engineering study 

• Establish local governance body 

Chippewa-St. Croix Rail Commission

• Counties: St. Croix, Dunn, Eau Claire

• Municipalities: Altoona, Eau Claire, Menomonie, 
Baldwin, New Richmond, Hudson

























www.westwisconsinrail.org
westwisconsinrail@gmail.com
facebook.com/westcentralwisconsinrail
twitter.com/WestWisRail

Monthly Meeting: 3rd Thursday, 8 a.m. Via Zoom




