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AGENDA 
Eau Claire County 

• PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE •

Date: Tuesday, July 14, 2020 

Time: 7:00 p.m. 

*via remote access ONLY.

*Event link below can be used to connect to meeting and interact (by the chair) from computer or through the

WebEx Meeting smartphone app. 

Join WebEx Meeting: https://eauclairecounty.webex.com  Meeting ID: 145 507 5507  Password: E7wqVMYSh37 

*Meeting audio can be listened to using this Audio conference dial in information.

Audio conference: 1-415-655-0001  Access Code: 145 507 5507 

*Please mute personal devices upon entry

1. Call to Order and confirmation of meeting notice

2. Public Comment (15 minute maximum)

3. Public Hearings

a. Proposed Ordinance: File No. 20-21/013 “Amended the 1982 Zoning District Boundary Map for the
Town of Otter Creek” (Wayne M. and Carla L. Kostka) / Discussion – Action

b. Proposed Ordinance: File No. 20-21/037 “Amended the 1982 Zoning District Boundary Map for the
Town of Seymour” (James McCann, et. al. and Becky Herman) / Discussion – Action

c. A conditional use permit request for a cumulative area of all accessory structures to exceed 1,200
square feet (2,160 square feet requested) in the RH Rural Homes District. (Matthew Briggs) Town of
Seymour / Discussion – Action

4. Resolution: File No. 20-21/038 / Discussion – Action

5. Update of the 2021 P&D Budget Financial Review / Discussion

6. Review/Approval of June 23, 2020 Meeting Minutes / Discussion – Action

7. Proposed Future Agenda Items / Discussion

a. Next scheduled meeting – July 28, 2020

8. Adjourn
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Enrolled No.    ORDINANCE         File No. 20-21/013 1 

 2 

-AMENDING THE 1982 OFFICIAL ZONING DISTRICT BOUNDARY MAP FOR THE 3 

TOWN OF OTTER CREEK - 4 

 5 

The County Board of Supervisors of the County of Eau Claire does ordain as follows: 6 

 7 

SECTION 1. That the 1982 Official Zoning District Boundary Map for the Town of  8 

Otter Creek, described as follows:  9 

 10 

                                    A parcel of land being part of the Southeast ¼ of the Northwest ¼ and part 11 

of the Northeast ¼ of the Northwest ¼, of Section 17, Township 25 North, 12 

Range 7 West, being that part of the East 705 feet of the Southeast ¼ of 13 

the Northwest ¼ of said Section 17 lying West of Young Road. 14 

 15 

                                    Also, that part of the East 705 feet of the Northeast ¼ of the Northwest ¼ 16 

of said Section 17 lying South of abandoned railroad. 17 

 18 

                                    Said described parcel of land containing 24.5 acres +/-, of land and is 19 

subject to the easements and restrictions of record to be reclassified from 20 

the A-P Agricultural Preservation District to the A-3 Agricultural   21 

District.  22 

 23 

SECTION 2. Where a certified survey map is required and may alter the above 24 

described property description, the official zoning district map for the 25 

town shall be automatically amended to reflect the property description of 26 

the certified survey map.  27 

  28 

 29 

ENACTED: I hereby certify that the foregoing correctly represents the 30 

action taken by the undersigned Committee on, July 14, 31 

2020 by a vote of           for,                   against. 32 

 33 

_______________________________________ 34 

Planning & Development Committee, Chairperson 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

CC 39 

 40 

Dated this 14th day of July 2020 41 

 42 

ORDINANCE 20-21/013 43 

 44 

 45 
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REZONE NUMBER:   RZN-0007-20   COMPUTER NUMBER:   016103902000 
         
PUBLIC HEARING DATE:  July 14, 2020 

 
 
STAFF CONTACT:  Matt Michels, Senior Planner 
     
OWNER/AGENT:  Wayne M & Carla L Kostka, S 13185 Young Rd, Osseo, WI 54758 
 
REQUEST: Rezone 29.14 acres +/- of land from A-P (Agricultural Preservation) District 

to A-3 (Agricultural) District to sell land to neighboring property owners. 
 
LOCATION:   Northwest of the intersection of Co Rd. HH and Young Road  
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Part of the SE ¼ NW ¼ and NE ¼ NW ¼ of Section 17, Township 25 

North, Range 7 West, Town of Otter Creek, Eau Claire County, Wisconsin 
(complete legal description attached). 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION Approval of request based on findings outlined on Page 5 of this report 
 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
SITE CHARACTERISTICS: 

• The property contains a single-family residence, agricultural outbuildings, and agricultural fields 
• The property rolling, with approximately 40 feet of topographic relief.   
• The property does not contain floodplains or mapped wetlands. 
• The remaining 10.9 +/- acres will remain zoned A-P since it is contiguous to other A-P zoned 

property, which makes the zoning lot greater than the required 35 acres.   
 

EXISTING ZONING DISTRICT: 
A-P Agricultural Preservation District. The A-P Agricultural Preservation District is established to:  
 
A. Preserve and protect those areas best suited for agricultural, forestry or open-space uses by 

minimizing fragmentation of contiguous agricultural or forest lands for the benefit and use of current 
and future generations;  

B. Provide for a wide range of agricultural uses typically associated with the continued production of 
food and fiber while recognizing that such uses may involve noise, dust, odor, or operation of heavy 
equipment for long periods of time; 

C. Strengthen and diversify a predominately agricultural and forestry-based economy by providing for a 
range of economic opportunities for property owners which are generally compatible with and 
supportive of agriculture or forestry operations as either permitted or conditional uses; 

D. Comply with standards contained in Wis. Stat. ch. 91 to permit eligible landowners to receive tax 
credits under Wis. Stat. § 71.09, in conjunction with their agricultural operations;  

E. Preserve rural character and promote the efficient use of public infrastructure and utilities by 
minimizing the adverse effects of urban sprawl along with its associated expense;  

F. Promote environmental quality through the use of conservation practices designed to minimize 
erosion of productive soils and deter the delivery of sediment and nutrients to the waters of our state;  

 
G. Minimize land use conflicts which occur when agricultural and non-agricultural uses are intermixed or 

not adequately separated; and 
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H. Provide for carefully regulated extraction of nonmetallic mineral resources through Eau Claire 
County’s permitting processes to ensure compatibility with adjacent land uses, minimize impacts to 
natural resources, and to restore lands to productive agricultural use consistent with locally approved 
reclamation plans.  

 
REQUESTED ZONING DISTRICT:  
A-3 Agricultural District. This district is established to: (1) protect the agricultural base of the county; (2) 
preserve the county’s natural resources and open space; (3) provide an area for limited residential and 
hobby farm development in a rural atmosphere; and (4) minimize urban sprawl and its associated public 
costs. 
 
ZONING/LAND USE CONTEXT: 
  

LOCATION ZONING LAND USE  
Subject A-P Farmstead; Agricultural Fields 
North A-P Agricultural Fields; Woodlands 
East A-P Farmstead; Agricultural Fields 
South A-P Agricultural Fields 
West A-P Agricultural Fields 

 
COMPREHENSIVE PLANS:  
The Eau Claire County Future Land Use Map includes the property in the Rural Lands (RL) planning 
area and the Town of Otter Creek includes the property in the Rural Preservation (RP) planning area. 
Following are descriptions of the intent of the applicable County and Town comprehensive plan future 
land use categories and applicable policies. 

 
Eau Claire County: 
 

• Rural Lands Intent and Description: The primary intent of these areas is to preserve productive 
agricultural lands, protect existing farm & forestry operations from encroachment by incompatible 
uses, promote further investments in farming, maintain farmer eligibility for incentive programs, 
and preserve wildlife habitat and open spaces. In other words, to preserve the rural character of 
these areas. 

 
• Applicable Policies:  

1. Farming and other agriculture uses, agricultural‐related businesses, cottage industries, 
forestry, mineral extraction, open space, and utilities shall be established as the primary land 
uses within these areas. Other uses may be permitted if found to be compatible with these 
uses and existing uses adjacent to the property.    

2. The preferred housing density is one (1) unit per 20 or more acres; however, local 
comprehensive plans may be more or less restrictive than this guideline and generally range 
from one (1) unit per five (5) acres to one (1) unit per 35 acres.       

3. The following Eau Claire County Zoning Districts will be considered for approval within RL 
areas: A‐1 Exclusive Agricultural District, A‐2 Agricultural‐Residential District, A‐3 Agricultural 
District, A‐R Floating Agricultural‐Residential District, F‐2 Forestry District, F‐1 Forestry 
District, and the proposed AC‐R District noted below.    The following additional policies shall 
apply to rezoning petitions:   

a. Rezoning land to the A‐R Floating Agricultural‐Residential District or the proposed 
AC‐R Agricultural Compatible Residential District is preferred over additional non‐farm 
A‐2 or A‐3 parcels, unless rezoning land to either of these districts will not interfere 
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with, will not disrupt, or will not be incompatible with farming or agricultural use, and 
will not take land suitable for cultivation or other agricultural use out of production.  

 
Town of Otter Creek: 
 

• Rural Preservation Intent and Description: The primary intent of these areas is to preserve 
productive agricultural lands in the long‐term, protect existing farm & forestry operations from 
encroachment by incompatible uses, promote further investments in farming, maintain farmer 
eligibility for incentive programs, and to preserve wildlife habitat and open spaces.  In other 
words, to preserve the rural character of these areas.     

 
• Applicable Policies: 

1. Farming and agricultural uses shall be established as the primary land uses within these 
areas. Uses that are incompatible with farming and agriculture shall be discouraged or prohibited 
(see policy 3 & 4).    
2. Within the RP classification, the gross density for any development shall be one (1) unit per 35 
contiguous acres held in single ownership.  
3. Agriculturally related businesses, cottage industries, utility, recreation, mineral extraction, 
religious and government uses may be permitted based on the conditional use requirements of 
the appropriate Eau Claire County base zoning districts for RP areas (See policy 5).   
5.  The following Eau Claire County zoning districts will be considered for approval within RP 
areas: A‐1 Exclusive 5. Agricultural District, A‐R Floating Agricultural‐Residential District, F‐2 
Forestry District, and F‐1 Forestry District.    

 
The application has been found to be generally consistent with the intent, description, and the applicable 
policies of the Eau Claire County Rural Lands Future Land Use. Note that the Town of Otter Creek Rural 
Preservation Future Land Use does not specifically include A-3 as a permitted zoning district in the RP 
area. 
 
FARMLAND PRESERVATION PLAN: 
The property is included in the Farmland Preservation Plan Map, which allows the property owner to 
claim Farmland Preservation tax credits. The proposed A-3 District is not a certified farmland 
preservation district and the proposed lot would not qualify for Farmland Preservation tax credits. 
 
Comprehensive Plan Summary 
The proposed A-3 zoning district is consistent with the intent and description and the applicable policies 
of the Eau Claire County Comprehensive Plan Rural Lands Planning Area. 
 
ANALYSIS   
 
When rezoning land, a finding should be made that the purpose of the proposed zoning district and the 
uses that are allowed in that district are appropriate for the location; and that the rezoning will uphold the 
purpose of the zoning ordinance. A finding should also be made that the rezone is consistent with the 
County’s Comprehensive Plan.   
   
A-P Rezoning Standards 
In addition, there are four standards for approving a rezoning of land from the A-P Agricultural 
Preservation zoning district to any other district. The following provides an analysis of this rezoning 
petition based on those standards: 
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Standard 1 - The land is better suited for a use not allowed in the A-P Agricultural Preservation zoning 
district based on a review of soil types, historical productivity, location, and adjacent land uses. 
 

• Soil Types – Four (4) of the five (5) soil types on the property are considered prime agriculture 
soils. 

 
Soil Type Description Capability Class 

E1B Eleva Sandy Loam, 2-6% slopes, eroded 3 
E1C2 Eleva Sandy Loam, 6-12% slopes, eroded 3 
MeB Meridian Loam, 2-6% slopes 2 

MeC2 Meridian Loam, 6-12% slopes, eroded 3 
EmE Elkmound Loam, 20-45% slopes 7 

 
• Historical Productivity – The parcel is currently developed with a single-family residence, 

agricultural buildings, and agricultural fields. No changes to land use are proposed with this 
rezoning.   

• Site Location – The property is located on County Road HH and Young Road 
• Adjacent Land Uses – Uses in the area include a mixture of farmlands, woodlands, and single-

family residences, and vacant open areas. 
 
Standard 2 - The rezoning is consistent with any applicable comprehensive plans. 
The proposed rezoning substantially conforms to the future land use intent, purpose, and policies for the 
Eau Claire County Comprehensive Plan, including policies related to limiting residential density in rural 
areas of the County and limiting conversion of productive farmland. 
Standard 3 - The rezoning is substantially consistent with the certified Eau Claire County Farmland 
Preservation Plan. The proposed rezoning would not remove productive farmland from cultivation 
Standard 4 - The rezoning will not substantially impair or limit current or future agricultural use of 
surrounding parcels of land that are zoned for or legally restricted to agricultural use. 
The proposed rezoning will not likely impair or limit current or future agricultural use, although non-farm 
residential development is discouraged in the Rural Lands (RL) Planning Area. 
 
Town Board Action: The Otter Creek Town Board considered the rezone petition at their Tuesday, June 
16 meeting and recommended approval. 
 
The rezoning petition has been evaluated for consistency with the purpose of the A-3 District and the 
uses allowed in the district. The request is generally consistent with the purpose of the zoning code 
based on the following findings: 

• The proposed rezoning is consistent with the intent and purpose of the Eau Claire County Future 
Land Use plan. 

• Existing uses in the area include agricultural fields, farmsteads, scattered single-family 
residences, and scattered woodlands. 

• Zoning in the area is predominantly A-P.  
 
CONCLUSION  
 
The rezone petition has been evaluated for consistency with the following: 

• Eau Claire County Comprehensive Plan future land use designation 
• Eau Claire County Comprehensive Plan goals, objectives and policies 
• Eau Claire County Farmland Preservation Plan 
• Eau Claire County Zoning Ordinance, including purpose of the zoning code and allowable uses 

in the A-3 District 
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In addition, the following factors have also been considered: 

• Input of surrounding property owners. No correspondence in support or opposed to the proposed 
rezoning has been received, to date. 

 
FINDINGS 
 
Findings in Favor: 

1. The request is generally consistent with the goals, objectives, and policies of the Eau Claire 
County Comprehensive Plan, as required by Section 19.01.020.B of the Eau Claire County 
Code; and Wisconsin Statutes §66.1001(1)(am) and §66.1001(3)(j), including the intent, 
description, and policies of the Rural Lands Future Land Use classification in Section 3.3 of the 
Eau Claire County Comprehensive Plan and Map 9 (Future Land Use) of the Eau Claire County 
Comprehensive Plan. 

2. The remainder of the property will remain A-P. 
3. The property has existing road frontage on Young Road and Co. Rd. HH. 

 
Finding Against: 

1. Although it is not currently proposed, the proposed rezoning could potentially allow for an 
additional non-farm residence in a predominantly agricultural area.   
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FirstName LastName Address City State Zip

JAMES A & SHEILA Y HAMPTON S 11862 YOUNG RD AUGUSTA WI 54722-7440

WAYNE M & CARLA L KOSTKA S 13185 YOUNG RD OSSEO WI 54758-6701

RONALD PERRY E 12735 COUNTY ROAD K OSSEO WI 54758-9787

RANDY SAMENS E 13215 COUNTY ROAD HH OSSEO WI 54758-9795

LANCE WIER S 12205 COUNTY ROAD K OSSEO WI 54758-7728
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Enrolled No.    ORDINANCE         File No. 20-21/037 1 

 2 

-AMENDING THE 1982 OFFICIAL ZONING DISTRICT BOUNDARY MAP FOR THE 3 

TOWN OF SEYMOUR - 4 

 5 

The County Board of Supervisors of the County of Eau Claire does ordain as follows: 6 

 7 

SECTION 1. That the 1982 Official Zoning District Boundary Map for the Town of 8 

Seymour, described as follows:  9 

 10 

                                    A parcel of land being part of the Northeast Quarter of the Southeast 11 

Quarter and the Northwest Quarter of the Southeast Quarter, Section 9, 12 

Township 27 North, Range 7 West, Town of Seymour, Eau Claire County, 13 

Wisconsin, more particularly described as follows: 14 

 15 

                                    Commencing at the East Quarter Corner of said Section 9: 16 

 Thence S2°33’40”W, 682.97 feet along the East line of the Southeast 17 

Quarter; 18 

 Thence S87°23’37”W, 196.36 feet to the centerline of North 150th Avenue 19 

and the point of beginning; 20 

 Thence S13°59’10”E, 19.09 feet along said centerline; 21 

 Thence along said centerline and the arc of a curve 471.62 feet, concave 22 

westerly, with a chord bearing of S11°35’13”E, a chord length of 471.49 23 

feet, and a radius of 5,758.00 feet; 24 

 Thence S09°14’26”E, 50.24 feet along said centerline; 25 

 Thence along said centerline and the arc of a curve 92.91 feet, concave 26 

westerly, with a chord bearing of S07°19’42”E, a chord length of 92.90 27 

feet, and a radius of 1,392.05 feet; 28 

 Thence S87°23’37”W, 1,489.32 feet; 29 

 Thence N02°23’05”E, 629.29 feet; 30 

 Thence N87°23’37”E, 1,343.75 feet to the point of beginning. 31 

 32 

 Said parcel contains 892,119 square feet or 20.48 acres, more or less. 33 

 34 

                                    Said described parcel of land containing 20.48 acres +/-, of land and is 35 

subject to the easements and restrictions of record to be reclassified from 36 

the A-P Agricultural Preservation District to the A-3 Agricultural   37 

District.  38 

 39 

SECTION 2. Where a certified survey map is required and may alter the above 40 

described property description, the official zoning district map for the 41 

town shall be automatically amended to reflect the property description of 42 

the certified survey map.  43 

  44 

 45 

 46 

 47 
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ENACTED: I hereby certify that the foregoing correctly represents the 1 

action taken by the undersigned Committee on, July 14, 2 

2020 by a vote of           for,         against. 3 

 4 

_______________________________________ 5 

Planning & Development Committee, Chairperson 6 

 7 

 8 

 9 

SS 10 

 11 

Dated this 14th day of July 2020 12 

 13 

ORDINANCE 20-21/037 14 

 15 

 16 
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REZONE NUMBER:   RZN-0013-20  COMPUTER NUMBERS:   020101307000 
           020101307010 
           020101308000  
         
PUBLIC HEARING DATE:  July 14, 2020 

 
 
STAFF CONTACT:  Matt Michels, Senior Planner 
         
OWNER:  James McCann, et al., S15 County Rd. N, Augusta, WI 54722 
 
AGENT: Becky Herman, N4683 Mall Ln, Medford, WI 54451 
 
REQUEST: Rezone 20.48 acres +/- of land from A-P (Agricultural Preservation) District 

to A-3 (Agricultural) District to retain the existing home and 20 acres of 
farmland for agricultural purposes 

 
LOCATION:   1610 N 150th Ave, Cadott, WI 54727 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Part of the NE¼ of the SE¼ and the NW¼ of the SE¼, Section 9, 

Township 27 North, Range 7 West, Town of Seymour, Eau Claire County, 
Wisconsin (complete legal description attached). 

 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION Approval of request based on findings outlined on Page 5 of this report 
 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
SITE CHARACTERISTICS: 

• The property has a single-family residence on the east side 
• The remainder of the property is cultivated for agriculture 
• The subject property does not contain environmentally sensitive areas (mapped wetlands, 

floodplains, and steep slopes greater than 25%) 
 

EXISTING ZONING DISTRICT: 
A-P Agricultural Preservation District. The A-P Agricultural Preservation District is established to:  
 
A. Preserve and protect those areas best suited for agricultural, forestry or open space uses by 

minimizing fragmentation of contiguous agricultural or forest lands for the benefit and use of current 
and future generations;  

B. Provide for a wide range of agricultural uses typically associated with the continued production of 
food and fiber while recognizing that such uses may involve noise, dust, odor, or operation of heavy 
equipment for long periods of time; 

C. Strengthen and diversify a predominately agricultural and forestry-based economy by providing for a 
range of economic opportunities for property owners which are generally compatible with and 
supportive of agriculture or forestry operations as either permitted or conditional uses; 

D. Comply with standards contained in Wis. Stat. ch. 91 to permit eligible landowners to receive tax 
credits under Wis. Stat. § 71.09, in conjunction with their agricultural operations;  

E. Preserve rural character and promote the efficient use of public infrastructure and utilities by 
minimizing the adverse effects of urban sprawl along with its associated expense;  
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F. Promote environmental quality through the use of conservation practices designed to minimize 
erosion of productive soils and deter the delivery of sediment and nutrients to the waters of our state;  

G. Minimize land use conflicts which occur when agricultural and non-agricultural uses are intermixed or 
not adequately separated; and 

H. Provide for carefully regulated extraction of nonmetallic mineral resources through Eau Claire 
County’s permitting processes to ensure compatibility with adjacent land uses, minimize impacts to 
natural resources, and to restore lands to productive agricultural use consistent with locally approved 
reclamation plans.  

 
REQUESTED ZONING DISTRICT:  
A-3 Agricultural District. This district is established to: (1) protect the agricultural base of the county; (2) 
preserve the county’s natural resources and open space; (3) provide an area for limited residential and 
hobby farm development in a rural atmosphere; and (4) minimize urban sprawl and its associated public 
costs. 
 
ZONING/LAND USE CONTEXT: 
  

LOCATION ZONING LAND USE  
Subject A-P Agricultural Fields 
North A-P Agricultural Fields 
East None (Town of 

Ludington is unzoned) 
Agricultural Fields 

South A-P Agricultural Fields; Farmstead 
West A-P Agricultural Fields; Farmstead 

 
COMPREHENSIVE PLANS:  
The Eau Claire County and Town of Seymour Future Land Use Maps both include the property in the 
Rural Lands (RL) planning area. Following are descriptions of the intent of the applicable County and 
Town comprehensive plan future land use categories and applicable policies. 

 
Eau Claire County: 
 

• Rural Lands Intent and Description: The primary intent of these areas is to preserve productive 
agricultural lands, protect existing farm & forestry operations from encroachment by incompatible 
uses, promote further investments in farming, maintain farmer eligibility for incentive programs, 
and preserve wildlife habitat and open spaces. In other words, to preserve the rural character of 
these areas. 

 
• Applicable Policies:  

1. Farming and other agriculture uses, agricultural‐related businesses, cottage industries, 
forestry, mineral extraction, open space, and utilities shall be established as the primary land 
uses within these areas. Other uses may be permitted if found to be compatible with these 
uses and existing uses adjacent to the property.    

2. The preferred housing density is one (1) unit per 20 or more acres; however, local 
comprehensive plans may be more or less restrictive than this guideline and generally range 
from one (1) unit per five (5) acres to one (1) unit per 35 acres.       

3. The following Eau Claire County Zoning Districts will be considered for approval within RL 
areas: A‐1 Exclusive Agricultural District, A‐2 Agricultural‐Residential District, A‐3 Agricultural 
District, A‐R Floating Agricultural‐Residential District, F‐2 Forestry District, F‐1 Forestry 
District, and the proposed AC‐R District noted below.    The following additional policies shall 
apply to rezoning petitions:   
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a. Rezoning land to the A‐R Floating Agricultural‐Residential District or the proposed 
AC‐R Agricultural Compatible Residential District is preferred over additional non‐farm 
A‐2 or A‐3 parcels, unless rezoning land to either of these districts will not interfere 
with, will not disrupt, or will not be incompatible with farming or agricultural use, and 
will not take land suitable for cultivation or other agricultural use out of production.  

 
Town of Seymour: 
 

• Rural Lands Intent and Description: The primary intent of these areas is to preserve productive 
agricultural lands in the long-term, protect existing farm & forestry operations from encroachment 
by incompatible uses, promote further investments in farming, maintain farmer eligibility for 
incentive programs, and to preserve wildlife habitat and open spaces. In other words, to preserve 
the rural land use and character of these areas. However, the term Rural Lands is not intended 
to imply that changes in land use will not occur in these areas. 

 
• Applicable Policies:  

o Farming and agricultural uses shall be established as the primary land uses within these 
areas. Nonfarm development shall only be allowed if it will not interfere with, will not 
disrupt, or will not be incompatible with farming or agricultural use, and will not take 
significant tracts of land suitable for cultivation or other agricultural use out of production.  

o The maximum gross density of new non-farm development shall be based on the zoning 
of the subject parcel on January 1, 2009 (except as otherwise provided below for 
conservation subdivisions). The following policies shall be used to determine the 
maximum gross density of property.  

a. Parcels zoned for exclusive agricultural use (A-P or A-1) as of January 1, 2009 
shall have a maximum gross density of one residential dwelling unit per thirty five 
(35) contiguous acres held in single ownership. 

o Any new non-farm residential lot shall have a “Right to Farm” disclosure attached to it 
acknowledging that the potential non-farm owner has been informed that his lot has been 
established in an area where farming is the preferred land use, and stating that the owner 
understands that he must abide by the State of Wisconsin “Right to Farm” statute (WI Stat. 
823.08). This language shall be recorded on the deed to the property, transferable to 
subsequent owners.  

o The following Eau Claire County zoning districts will be considered for approval within RP 
areas: A-1 Exclusive Agricultural District, A-2 Agricultural-Residential District, A-3 Agricultural 
District, A-R Floating Agricultural-Residential District, F-2 Forestry District, F-1 Forestry 
District, and the proposed AC-R District noted above. 

 
Comprehensive Plan Summary 
The proposed A-3 zoning district is consistent with the intent and description and the applicable policies 
of the Eau Claire County Comprehensive Plan Rural Lands Planning Area. 
 
ANALYSIS   
 
When rezoning land, a finding should be made that the purpose of the proposed zoning district and the 
uses that are allowed in that district are appropriate for the location; and that the rezoning will uphold the 
purpose of the zoning ordinance. A finding should also be made that the rezone is consistent with the 
County’s Comprehensive Plan.     
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A-P Rezoning Standards 
In addition, there are four standards for approving a rezoning of land from the A-P Agricultural 
Preservation zoning district to any other district. The following provides an analysis of this rezoning 
petition based on those standards: 
 
Standard 1 - The land is better suited for a use not allowed in the A-P Agricultural Preservation zoning 
district based on a review of soil types, historical productivity, location, and adjacent land uses. 
 

• Soil Types – There are three (3) different soil types on the property to be rezoned, one of which 
is considered a prime agricultural soil. However, the applicant has stated that they intend to keep 
farming the property, so there would be no loss of productive agricultural land. 

 
Soil Type Description Capability Class 

BiB Billett sandy loam, 1-6% slopes 3 
P1B Plainfield loamy sand, loamy substratum, 1-6% slopes 4 
EmE Elkmound loam, 20-45% slopes 6 

 
• Historical Productivity – The property is currently in cultivation and the applicant’s stated intent 

is to keep farming the property  
• Site Location – The property is located on 150th Ave 
• Adjacent Land Uses – Uses in the area include a mixture of farmland, woodlands, farmsteads, 

single-family residences, and vacant open areas. 
 
Standard 2 - The rezoning is consistent with any applicable comprehensive plans. 
The proposed rezoning substantially conforms to the future land use intent, purpose, and policies for the 
Eau Claire County Comprehensive Plan, including policies related to limiting residential density in rural 
areas of the County and discouraging and limiting conversion of productive farmland. 
Standard 3 - The rezoning is substantially consistent with the certified Eau Claire County Farmland 
Preservation Plan. The proposed rezoning would not remove productive farmland from cultivation, which 
is consistent with the Eau Claire County Farmland Preservation Plan. 
Standard 4 - The rezoning will not substantially impair or limit current or future agricultural use of 
surrounding parcels of land that are zoned for or legally restricted to agricultural use. 
The proposed rezoning will not impair or limit current or future agricultural use. 
 
EAU CLAIRE COUNTY FARMLAND PRESERVATION PLAN: 
The property is included in the Farmland Preservation Plan Map, which allows the property owner to 
claim Farmland Preservation tax credits. The proposed A-3 District would exclude the property from 
eligibility for the aforementioned tax credits. 
 
Comprehensive Plan Summary 
The proposed A-3 zoning district is consistent with the intent and description and the applicable policies 
of the Eau Claire County Comprehensive Plan Rural Lands Planning Area. 
 
Town Board Action: The Seymour Town Board will consider the rezoning petition on Monday, July 13, 
2020. 
 
The rezoning petition has been evaluated for consistency with the purpose of the A-3 District and the 
uses allowed in the district. The request is generally consistent with the purpose of the zoning code 
based on the following findings: 

• The proposed rezoning is consistent with the intent and purpose of the Eau Claire County Future 
Land Use plan. 
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• Existing uses in the area include agricultural fields, farmsteads, scattered single-family 
residences, and scattered woodlands. 

• Zoning in the area is primarily A-P, with A-2 zoning approximately one-quarter mile to the south 
on the south side of Olson Drive. 

 
CONCLUSION  
 
The rezone petition has been evaluated for consistency with the following: 

• Eau Claire County Comprehensive Plan future land use designation 
• Eau Claire County Comprehensive Plan goals, objectives, and policies 
• Eau Claire County Farmland Preservation Plan 
• Eau Claire County Zoning Ordinance, including purpose of the zoning code and allowable uses 

in the A-3 District 
 

In addition, the following factors have also been considered: 
• Input of surrounding property owners. No correspondence in support or opposed to the proposed 

rezoning has been received, to date. 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Findings in Favor: 

1. The request is consistent with the goals, objectives, and policies of the Eau Claire County 
Comprehensive Plan, as required by Section 19.01.020.B of the Eau Claire County Code; and 
Wisconsin Statutes §66.1001(1)(am) and §66.1001(3)(j), including the intent, description, and 
policies of the Rural Lands Future Land Use classification in Section 3.3 of the Eau Claire 
County Comprehensive Plan and Map 9 (Future Land Use) of the Eau Claire County 
Comprehensive Plan. 

2. The proposed rezoning will not impact productive farmland. 
3. No additional single-family residences are proposed with this rezoning action.  
4. The property has required road frontage on 150th Avenue 

 
Finding Against: 

1. There are no other A-3 zoned lots in the immediate vicinity. However, there are other similarly 
sized lots with A-P zoning in the area. 
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EAU CLAIRE COUNTY PLANNING STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 
 

 

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NUMBER: CUP-0016-20    
 
COMPUTER NUMBERS:      020-1247-06-000 
 
PUBLIC HEARING DATE:  July 14, 2020 

 
 
STAFF CONTACT:  Jared Grande, Land Use Manager 
     
OWNER:  Matthew and Melissa Briggs, 961 Thistle Ln, Eau Claire, WI 54703 
 
AGENT: owner 
 
REQUEST: Cumulative area of all accessory structures to exceed 1,200 square feet 

(1,360 total square feet requested) 
 
LOCATION:   961 Thistle Ln, Eau Claire, WI 54703 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: LOT 87 THIRD ADDITION TO ST ANDREWS PARK TOWN OF 

SEYMOUR, Section 18, T27N-R08W, Town of Seymour, Eau Claire 
County  

 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Cumulative area of all accessory structures to exceed 1,200 square feet (2,160 total square feet 
requested) in the R-H District.  

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The applicant is requesting a 2,160 square foot accessory structure for personal storage. The property 
currently has an existing single-family home and no other accessory structures. The property is in the 
Third Addition to St. Andrews Park. 
 
The application materials include scaled site plan, building elevations and floor plan layout of the garage. 
The plans reveal that the side wall height will be 13 feet with a mean height of 16 feet (the mean maximum 
height per County Code is 20 feet).    
 
 
REQUEST CHARACTERISTICS: 
 

• Existing single-family house  

• Lot size is 1.502 acres 

• Property is in Third Addition to St. Andrews Park 

• Access to the property is off Thistle Lane   
 

CURRENT ZONING: The purpose of the R-H District is to, "provide for suburban large-lot development 
with individual on-site water and sewage disposal facilities”. 
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ADJACENT ZONING & LAND USES:  

 ZONING LAND USE 

North RH Residential-Single Family 

West RH Residential-Single Family 

South -  Interstate 94  

East RH Residential-Single Family 

 
LAND USE PLANS: The County Land Use Plan, adopted in April of 2010, includes this property in a 
Rural Residential Planning area.   
 
Rural Residential (RR) 
Intent and Description: The primary intent of this classification is to identify areas suitable for future 
non-farm residential development.  Rural Residential areas include lands that are delineated as existing 
residential properties or vacant platted areas.  In addition, some undeveloped land has been designated 
for RR development where subdivision expansion is likely to occur.  These additional areas tend to be 
adjacent to existing rural subdivisions or where local roads and utilities exist to effectively and 
economically serve the area.  
 
APPLICABLE ZONING REGULATIONS 
 
Section 18.01.010 Purpose.  This section describes the purpose of the zoning code. Generally, the 
purpose of the zoning ordinance is as follows: to separate incompatible land uses from one another; to 
maintain public health and safety; to protect and conserve natural resources; to prevent overcrowding; to 
preserve property values; and to maintain the general welfare of the citizens. 
 
Section 18.02.020 A.184.a Definition of an Accessory Structure.   An “accessory structure” means a 
subordinate structure which is clearly and customarily incidental to and located on the same lot as a 
principal structure except that mobile/manufactured homes are not allowed as storage structures. 
 
Section 18.07.001 Purpose.  The R-H rural homes district is established to provide for suburban large-
lot development with individual on-site water and sewage disposal facilities; 
 
Section 18.07.040 B.2. Maximum Height for an Accessory Structure in the RH District. The maximum 
height for the eaves of an accessory structure is 14 feet, and the maximum height for the structure is 20 
feet.  Maximum height is measured as the height halfway between the peak of the roof and the eaves 
(mean height). 
 
Section 18.07.045 C. Accessory structures in the RH, Rural Homes District.  A conditional use permit 
is required to for accessory structures in excess of 1,200 square feet in the RH District and/or where the 
cumulative square footage of accessory structures is in excess of 1,200 square feet.  The regulations also 
require that the appearance of an accessory structure shall be compatible with the design, style, and 
appearance of the principal structure on the property. 
 
Chapter 18.21 Conditional Uses. Standards for approval of conditional uses: 1) the use must be in 
conformance with the purpose of the zoning district it is located in; 2) the use will not be injurious to the 
use and enjoyment of other property in the immediate vicinity; 3) adequate utilities, access, drainage 
and other necessary facilities have been or are provided; 4) adequate off-street parking is provided; 5) 
adequate measures have been taken to prevent or control offensive odors, fumes, dust, noise and 
vibration so these will not constitute a nuisance, and lighting is controlled so that it does not result in 

32



EAU CLAIRE COUNTY PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS, CUP-0016-20 

 

Page 3 of 3 
 

disturbance to neighboring properties; 6) soil conditions are adequate to support the use; 7) access 
does not pose traffic congestion or hazards. 
 
ANALYSIS: The following is an analysis of the request based upon the standards for approval of 
conditional use permits: 
 
Chapter 18.21 Conditional Uses. Standards for approval of conditional uses: 
 
It appears that findings can be made that the request meets the standards for accessory structures in 
residential districts, that the structure will be subordinate to the residence on the property, and that it will 
meet all the standards for conditional use permits. The exterior of the structure is required to be 
compatible with the residence on the property. This request does not appear to be injurious to the use 
and enjoyment of other properties in the immediate vicinity. The lot is large enough to accommodate the 
additional accessary structure and the structure will meet minimum setbacks required in the R-1-L 
district. It does not appear that the use of the structure will result in any nuisance factors such as noise, 
dust, or fumes. 
 
TOWN BOARD ACTION: The Town Board for the Town of Seymour will meet on July 13, 2020 to 
provide a recommendation on the request.  
 
STAFF CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATION: Staff concludes that the request for a conditional 
use permit for an accessory structure in excess of 1,200 square feet (2,160 total square feet) will meet 
all the standards for accessory structures in the R-H District; will meet all the standards for approval of 
conditional use permits, will be consistent with the purpose of the zoning code, and adheres to 2017 
Wisconsin Act 67 and Wis. Stat. 59.69(5e).    
 
Staff recommends approval of the conditional use permit with the following conditions: 
 

1. The site plan, floor plan, and elevation drawings submitted with the application shall be attached 
to and made a part of the permit. The structure shall be constructed in accord with the drawings 
submitted and located on the property as shown on the site plan. 

2. The appearance of the accessory structure must be compatible with the design, style, and 
appearance of the principal structure on the property, in accord with 18.07.045 C. of the Eau 
Claire County Code. 

3. Any outside lighting shall be shielded in a downward manner to reduce lighting pollution.  
4. The structure shall comply with the height standards for accessory structures, including the limit 

of eave height of 14 feet, and maximum mean height of 20 feet. 
5. Prior to construction, the applicant shall obtain all necessary permits including but not limited to a 

land use permit from the Department of Planning and Development and a building permit from 
the Town of Seymour. 

6. Use of the structure shall be limited to personal storage and shall not contain any living areas. 
7. The building cannot be used for commercial or manufacturing purposes. 
8. The applicant shall notify the Land Use Manager upon completion of the accessory structure so 

that staff can verify compliance with the terms of this approval.  
9. The Land Use Manager can approve minor alterations from the terms of the permit. A major 

change requires the approval of the committee at a public hearing. 
10. The owners shall allow staff from the Department to enter the property at reasonable times to 

inspect the premises for compliance with the conditions of this permit. 
11. The permit is subject to Sections 18.21.080 to 18.21.100 of the Zoning Code. These provisions 

establish when a conditional use permit lapses, the conditions under which it can be revoked, 
and when a CUP expires due to the abandonment of a use. 
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Enrolled No. RESOLUTION File No. 20-21/038 1
2

REQUESTING THAT THE WISCONSIN STATE SENATE CONVENE INTO AN 3 
EXTRAORDINARY SESSION TO ADDRESS THE 13 “WATER BILLS” PASSED BY THE 4 
ASSEMBLY EARLIER THIS YEAR  5

6
WHEREAS, a clean, plentiful supply of rural drinking water is necessary for the health and 7 

well-being of roughly 70% of Wisconsinites; and,   8
9

WHEREAS, keeping Wisconsin’s rural drinking water free of pollutants, especially nitrogen 10 
and phosphorus, benefits not only citizens but also Wisconsin’s tourism industry as well as rural 11 
economic development; and,  12 

13 
WHEREAS, the 2019 Speakers Task Force on Water Quality brought attention to state 14 

legislators and the state’s residents, as well as the immensity of the problem; and,  15 
16 

WHEREAS, the Wisconsin Assembly took a step in addressing the problem by passing 17 
(most unanimously) 13 “water bills” on February 18, 2020; and,  18 

19 
WHEREAS, the State Senate never had the opportunity to consider these “water bills” 20 

when its last scheduled session on March 14, 2020 was postponed by the COVID-19 pandemic. 21 
22 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Eau Claire County Board of Supervisors request 23 
the Wisconsin State Senate to convene into an extraordinary session to address the 13 “Water 24 
Bills” passed in the Assembly earlier this year.   25 

26 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Eau Claire County Clerk is directed to send a copy 27 

of this resolution to all 72 Wisconsin Counties, members of the Assembly who represent Eau 28 
Claire County, all State Senators, the Wisconsin Land & Water Conservation Association, and 29 
the Wisconsin County’s Association.     30 

31 
32 

I hereby certify that the foregoing  33 
represents the action taken by the 34 
undersigned Commission on July 20, 35 
2020, by a vote of ___ for, ___against. 36 

37 
_______________________________ 38 
Land Conservation Commission  39 
Chair, Gary Gibson       40 

41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 

I hereby certify that the foregoing   
represents the action taken by the   
undersigned Committee on July 14, 2020 
by a vote of ___ for, ___ against.  

_______________________________ 
Committee on Planning and Development 
Chair, Gary Gibson   

I hereby certify that the foregoing   
represents the action taken by the   
undersigned Committee on July 8, 2020 
by a vote of _8_ for, _0_ against.   

_________________________________ 
Ground Water Advisory Committee 
Chair, Jim Dunning50 45



 FACT SHEET 

 

 TO FILE NO.   20-21/038  

 

 

This resolution relates to the incomplete process of the Wisconsin Assembly Speaker’s Task 

Force on Water Quality.  The Speaker's Task Force on Water Quality was created to gather 

information and make policy recommendations to better assess and improve the quality of both 

surface water and ground water in our state.   

 

In 2019, fourteen (14) hearings were held across the state, which resulted in over 100 hours of 

testimony including input from 70 stakeholder groups.  A strong bipartisan package of legislation 

was crafted which addressed many of the top concerns heard at the hearings including programs 

to fund local conservationists, farmer-led conservation programs, failing septic system 

replacements, collection and disposal of firefighting foams containing PFAS, and contaminated 

well compensation. 

 

The Wisconsin Assembly passed 13 bills in February 2020, mostly unanimously, to address the 

concerns.  This package of bills was forwarded to the Wisconsin State Senate, but the Senate 

never had an opportunity to consider these bills as the final scheduled session was postponed by 

the COVID-19 pandemic.   

 

A summary of these 13 bills is attached to this fact sheet. 

 

This resolution requests the Wisconsin State Senate to convene into an extraordinary session to 

address these bills. 

 

Fiscal Impact:  No immediate fiscal impact on Eau Claire County.  Long term, the proposed 

legislation can have significant positive impact on water quality programs which are overseen by 

the Land Conservation Commission, Groundwater Advisory Committee, and the Board of 

Health. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

 

 

Gregory R. Leonard 

Land Conservation Manager 

Land Conservation Division – Planning and Development  

 

GL 
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Summary of the Senate Bills/Assembly Bills resulting from the Speaker’s Task Force on Water Quality 

 

 

SB 723/AB 790:  Would boost annual funding for county land conservation staff to $12.4 million, up 

nearly $3 million from the current fiscal year. 

 

SB 724/AB 789:  Would increase state funding for well compensation grants by $1 million in the next 

fiscal year.  Those grants compensate landowners who are replacing contaminated wells or treating 

contaminated water from private wells.  This legislation also would remove current restrictions that 

compensate owners of contaminated private wells serving only livestock. 

 

SB 718/AB 796:  Would spend $1 million to create a “nitrogen optimization pilot program” to establish 

on-farm projects for at least two growing seasons aimed at using optimal rates of nitrogen from manure 

and fertilizers applied to crops while reducing contamination of water resources. The state Department 

of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection would be authorized to award grants of up to $50,000 to 

agricultural producers for the projects 

 

SB 709/AB 799:  Creating a new Office of Water Policy and providing $150,000 in funding and one full-
time staff in 2020-21 at the Wisconsin Geological and Natural History Survey.  The office would 
coordinate water policy statewide. 

SB 708/AB 794:  Providing public comment periods for actions of certain state agencies in establishing 
groundwater standards for new substances. 

SB 715/AB 795:  Providing $850,000 in assistance to farmers for conservation practices. 

SB 722/AB 800:  Spending $1.15 million for testing, mapping of groundwater and educational outreach. 

SB 712/AB 801:  Creating Freshwater Collaborative of Wisconsin across all University of Wisconsin 
campuses.  Spending $2 million in fiscal year 2020-21 for integrated undergraduate programs to address 
water quality challenges. 

SB 717/AB 792:  Spending $250,000 to expand the “clean sweep” program to include collection and 
disposal of firefighting foams containing PFAS, the per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances found to be 
contaminating groundwater in Wisconsin. 

SB 711/AB 793:  Requiring economic assessments when awarding Municipal Flood Control Grants. 

SB 710/AB 791:  Delaying sunset of Wisconsin Fund for septic systems until June 30, 2023 and providing 
Department of Safety and Protective Services with two full-time project positions, funded by program 
revenue, to review sanitary permit applications and plans. 

SB 725/AB 798:  Spending $150,000 on biomanipulation – deliberate removal of certain fish species to 
reduce resuspension of sediment in waterbodies – as part of local water quality improvement projects. 

SB 716/AB 797:  Prohibiting sale or use of asphalt sealants containing coal tars or PAHs in 2021. 
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MINUTES 
Eau Claire County 

• PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE • 

Date: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 

Time: 7:00 p.m. 

*via remote access ONLY. 

*Event link below can be used to connect to meeting and interact (by the chair) from computer or through the WebEx Meeting 

smartphone app. 

Join WebEx Meeting: https://eauclairecounty.webex.com  Meeting ID: 145 528 7140  Password: mCqppWgJ447 

*Meeting audio can be listened to using this Audio conference dial in information. 

Audio conference: 1-415-655-0001  Access Code: 145 528 7140  

*Please mute personal devices upon entry 

 

Members Present: Gary Gibson, Robin Leary, James A. Dunning, Nancy Coffey, Dane Zook 
Members Absent:  
Ex officio Present: Nick Smair  
Staff Present: Rodney Eslinger, Jared Grande, Matt Michels 
 
1. Call to Order and confirmation of meeting notice 

Chairperson Gibson called the meeting to order at 7 pm and confirmed with Mr. Eslinger that the meeting was 
properly noticed. 
 

2. Roll call  

Chairperson Gibson – present, Supervisor Leary – present, Supervisor Coffey – present, Supervisor Dunning – 
present, Supervisor Zook – present. 

3. Public Comment (15 minutes maximum) 

None 

4. Public Hearings 

a. Proposed Ordinance: File No. 19-20/117 “Amending the 1982 Zoning District Boundary Map for the 
Town of Washington” (John Kelly/Jeremy Skaw) / Discussion – Action 
 
Matt Michels, Senior Planner for Eau Claire County, presented the staff report to the committee.  He 
gave the location of the proposed site within the Town of Washington.   Matt reviewed an aerial map, 
site plan, the current zoning and planning designations, and adjacent land uses.  He indicated the 
petitioner is requesting to amend the zoning of the current property from A-2, Agriculture Residential 
District to the RH, Rural Homes District for the purposes of separating the existing home on the property 
from the remaining lands.  The remaining land will keep the A2 zoning classification.  
 
Matt reviewed staff findings with the committee and gave his recommendation to approve the rezoning.  
He noted that the town board met on June 18th and recommended approval of the request on a vote of 
5-0.   
 
John Kelly, owner, spoke in favor of the request and said he purchased the adjacent property for his 
future use, but at this time he informed the committee that has does not have a plan now.  
 
Jeremy Shaw, with Real Land Surveying represented the applicants and spoke in favor of the request.  
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He indicated that the intent of the rezone was to eventually create a saleable lot.  He also said that the 
Certified Survey Map (CSM) will contain an easement to access the lot in the event the DOT restricts 
access to the property off STH 12 in the future.  Jeremy also discussed this matter with Joshua Clements, 
City Planner for the City of Altoona regarding their 1 ½ mile extraterritorial plat jurisdiction authority.      
 
No one else spoke in favor or against the request.   
 
Action: Motion by James A. Dunning to approve Proposed Ordinance: File No. 19-20/117 as presented. 
Motion carried on a roll call vote: 5-0-0. 
 

b. Proposed Ordinance: File No. 20-21/019 “Amending the 1982 Zoning District Boundary Map for the 
Town of Washington” (Ryan McKone & Heidi Mertzig-McKone) / Discussion – Action 
 
Matt Michels, Senior Planner for Eau Claire County, presented the staff report to the committee.  He 
gave the location of the proposed site within the Town of Washington.  Matt reviewed an aerial map, 
site plan, the current zoning and planning designations, and adjacent land uses.  He indicated the 
petitioner is requesting to amend the zoning of the current property from A-1 Exclusive Agricultural 
District to the A-2, Agricultural Residential District and the A-3, Agricultural District.  The owner intents 
to create a lot from the A-2 zoning district for the purpose of building a home for his family.  The 
remaining land will remain in ag. use.   
 
Matt reviewed staff findings with the committee and gave his recommendation to approve the rezoning.  
He noted that the town board met on June 18th and recommended approval of the request on a vote of 
5-0.  It was noted that there was one property owner at the town meeting who had questions about the 
proposed use of the property.     
 
Jeremy Shaw, with Real Land Surveying represented the applicants and spoke in favor of the request.  
He stated the need to create the smaller lot was due to financing related to the mortgage.     
 
No one else spoke in favor or against the request.     
 
Action: Motion by Robin Leary to approve Proposed Ordinance: File No. 20-21/019 as presented. 
Motion carried on a roll call vote: 5-0-0. 

 

c. Proposed Ordinance: File No. 20-21/029 “Amending the 1982 Zoning District Boundary Map for the 
Town of Lincoln” (Brent Welke) / Discussion – Action 
 
Matt Michels, Senior Planner for Eau Claire County, presented the staff report to the committee.  He 
gave the location of the proposed site within the Town of Lincoln.  Matt reviewed an aerial map, site 
plan, the current zoning and planning designations, and adjacent land uses.  Mr. Michels explained that 
much of the parcel is shown to have mapped wetlands onsite.  He indicated the petitioner is requesting 
to amend the zoning of the current property from A-P, Agricultural Preservation District to the A-1, 
Exclusive Agricultural District for the purposes of constructing a single-family home on it.   
 
Matt reviewed staff findings with the committee and gave his recommendation to approve the rezoning.  
He noted that the town board met on June 8th and recommended approval of the request on a vote of 
3-0.   
 
Brent Welke, property owner, spoke in favor of the request and indicated that most of the woodlands 
are enrolled in the forest tax program for another 25 years.  He clarified to the committee that the 
buildable area in the northeast section of the parcel.   
 
No one else spoke in favor or against the request.     
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Action: Motion by Nancy Coffey to approve Proposed Ordinance: File No. 20-21/029 as presented. 
Motion carried on a roll call vote: 5-0-0. 
 

d. A conditional use permit request for the cumulative area of all accessory structures to exceed 1,200 
square feet (1,512 square feet requested) in the RH Rural Homes District. (Derek Parr/Kari Paulson) 
Town of Washington / Discussion – Action 
 
Jared Grande, Land Use Manager for Eau Claire County, presented the conditional use permit request 
for the square footage of an accessory structure to exceed 1,200 square feet (1,512 square feet 
requested).  Mr. Grande reported that the proposed 36-foot by 42-foot garage with 10-foot sidewalls 
will be used for personal storage.  He reviewed the location of the site within the Town of Washington.  
The proposed garage would meet the setback requirements of the district, comply with the height 
requirements, the structure’s exterior will match the residence, and that the lot is large enough to 
support the garage.   Jared shared two exhibits with the committee, exhibit A, updated building 
elevations, and exhibit B, updated site plan that shows additional setbacks along with planting plan. 
 
He noted that the town board met on June 18th and recommended to postpone the request to allow 
the applicant to evaluate moving the structure back on the property.   
 
Staff concluded that the request for a conditional use permit for an accessory structure in excess of 
1,200 square feet (1,512 sq. ft.) in the RH District complies with the code standards for accessory 
structures in the district, is consistent with the purpose of the code, meets the districts setbacks, and 
the standards for granting conditional use application.  Mr. Grande recommended approval subject to 
the conditions in the staff report and that the accessory building conform to the Title 8 POWTS setbacks.  
 
Matt Ness, applicant’s builder, spoke in favor of the request and stated that the garage will blend with 
the existing residence and will match the residence that is currently under construction.  He also noted 
that they moved the accessory building back as far as possible while maintaining the necessary POWTS 
setbacks and also shifted the building off the north property line another 3 feet.       
 
No one else spoke in favor of or against the request.   
 
Action: Motion by James A. Dunning to approve conditional use permit request as presented and 
subject that accessory structure conforms to the setbacks to Title 8 POWTS setbacks. Motion carried on 
a roll call vote: 5-0-0. 

 

e. A conditional use permit request for the cumulative area of all accessory structures to exceed 1,200 
square feet (1,360 square feet requested) in the R-1-L Single Family Residential, Large Lot District. (Mark 
and Mary Parker) Town of Seymour / Discussion – Action 
 
Jared Grande, Land Use Manager for Eau Claire County, presented the request for the cumulative square 
footage of all accessory structures to exceed 1,200 square feet (1,360 sq. ft. requested).  Mr. Grande 
reported that the proposed 32-foot by 32-foot garage will be used for personal storage.  He reviewed 
the location of the site within the Town of Seymour.  Jared noted that there is an existing 336 square 
foot garage onsite.  The total cumulative square of both garages is 1,360 square feet.   The new garage 
would meet the setback requirements of the district, comply with the height requirements, the 
structure’s exterior will match the residence, and that the lot is large enough to support the garage.    
 
On June 8, 2020, the Town of Seymour Town Board met to discuss this request and did not have any 
objections to the request as presented.    
 
Staff concluded that the request for a conditional use permit for an accessory structure in excess of 
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1,200 square feet (1,360 sq. ft.) in the RH District complies with the code standards for accessory 
structures in the district, is consistent with the purpose of the code and the standards for granting 
conditional use application.  Mr. Grande recommended approval subject to the conditions in the staff 
report.  
 
Mark and Mary Parker, thanked Jared for his presentation and did not have any additional comments.   
 
No one else spoke in favor of or against the request.   
 
Action: Motion by Robin Leary to approve conditional use permit request as presented. Motion carried 
on a roll call vote: 5-0-0. 

 
5. LEPC Appointment / Discussion 

The committee reviewed the recommended appointment of Benjamin Frederick to the LEPC.  County Board 
Chair Smair indicated that the County Board approved this appointment at is June meeting.  No further action 
was required by the committee.  
 

6. 2021 Fee Schedule Review / Discussion – Direction to Staff 

Jared Grande, Land Use Manager, reviewed his draft 2021 fee schedule with the committee.  The final fee 
schedule will be bought back to the committee in July for its review.   
  

7. Review/Approval of June 9, 2020 Meeting Minutes / Discussion – Action 

The committee reviewed the June 9, 2020 meeting minutes  

 
Action: Motion by Nancy Coffey to approve June 9, 2020 Meeting Minutes as presented. Motion carried on a roll 
call: 5-0-0. 
 

8. Proposed Future Agenda Items / Discussion 

a. Next scheduled meeting – July 14, 2020 
b. Supervisor Coffey requested that the County Board be provided with a 2020 Census Update.  

 
9. Adjourn 

Action: Meeting adjourned by unanimous consent at 8:22 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
 
 
Rodney Eslinger 
Clerk, Committee on Planning & Development 
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