
 

Minutes 
Eau Claire County 

Committee on Judiciary and Law Enforcement 
Wednesday, March 11, 2020 – 4:00 PM 

Courthouse – Room 1273 
 
Members Present: Gerald Wilkie, Sandra McKinney, Stella Pagonis, and Zoe Roberts  
 
Members Absent: Patrick LaVelle 
 
Others Present: Sheriff Ron Cramer, Captain Dan Bresina, Tiana Glenna, Judge Sarah Harless, Judge 
Michael A. Schumacher, Highway Commissioner Jon Johnson, Supervisor Connie Russell, County 
Administrator Kathryn Shauf, Bruce Logterman, Ricky Strauch, Carol Peuse, Megan Carpentier, Whitnie 
Charek, Shelby Zillmer, Emily Simons, Emily Bohn, Tracy Xiong, Kassi Krause, Lindsay Braun, Danielle 
Powers, District Attorney Gary King, and Eric Huse 
 
Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order by Vice-Chairperson Wilkie at 4:00 PM. 
 
Confirmation of Public Meeting Notice 
The Clerk confirmed this meeting was properly noticed to the public. 
 
Public Comment 
Vice-Chairperson Wilkie conducted brief introductions of all who were present. 
 
Bruce Logterman (Bridge Creek Town Supervisor) spoke regarding the highway ordinance. Asked that the 
committee strongly look into it.  Also spoked regarding State law that requires buggies to have lights (Act 
228). Said some buggies in his area do comply but also others that do not. Asked that this law be enforced 
more stringently. Asks for Sheriff’s Deputies to begin patrol in Bridge Creek during dusk/early darkness to 
enforce the law.   
 
Ricky Strauch (Town Chairman – Town of Bridge Creek) spoke in support of the highway ordinance. 
Presented photos to committee. Horse shoes tear up town roads. Manure has caused issues for vehicle 
owners- the manure gets kicked up onto vehicles. 
 
Carol Peuse (Bridge Creek resident) spoke in support of the highway ordinance. Manure on roads causes 
concerns for motorist, including dangerous situations for motorcyclists. If you are hauling manure and it 
spills on the road, you can be cited for not cleaning it up. The horseshoes are tearing up the roads.  
 
Sheriff Cramer made comments regarding calls to the Amish community across the county and the need to 
work together with the community and townships. Also questions what the solution may be to enforcing the 
ordinance- what do we do when they don’t pay the fine. 
 
Approve Minutes from February 12, 2020 Meeting 
Supervisor McKinney moved to approve the minutes from the February 12, 2020 meeting. The minutes 
were adopted as published in the meeting materials via 4-0 voice vote. 
 
Status of 6th Circuit Court Branch in Eau Claire County 
Judge Michael A. Schumacher spoke regarding recent legislation adding 12 new circuit branches in 
Wisconsin. Eau Claire County is not one of the first four counties that will receive a new circuit branch. It is 
anticipated to be in the next group of four counties in 2022. See Informational Bulletin 20-04 from the 
Director of State Courts included in these minutes for additional information. To ensure the best chance of 
the addition of new circuit court, Eau Claire County will need to have 6th courtroom construction completed 
by May 2022. Judge Schumacher urged County Board to construct and move forward.  



 

It was noted that County Administration & Committee on Administration is working to draft legislation that 
confirms this is a priority and signify to the Director of State Courts that Eau Claire County is serious about 
being granted a 6th branch.  
The Committee discussed additional costs outside of just the physical construction of the courtroom. There 
would likely be a need for additional Clerk staff, Judicial Assistant staff, and others.  

 
Criminal Justice Collaborating Council Dashboard 
A link to the dashboard website was included in the meeting materials. The data is completely refreshed 
monthly on the website with additional data being added periodically. The committee reviewed the 
information. 
 
Eau Claire County Diversion Program Information and Statistics 
Tiana Glenna highlighted the information distributed. There was a recommendation to clarify the 
Recidivism Study graphic. 
 
Eau Claire County Sheriff’s Office Updates 
Captain Bresina Jail population continues to fluctuate. Within approximately 8 days, the jail population went 
from low to very high and close to needing to house inmates out-of-county. The jail has continued to work 
with jail social worker to identify inmates who would benefit from services and alternatives to incarceration.  

 
File No. 19-20/094 – To Create Section 10.30.040 Damage to County Highways by Horses and Horse 
Drawn Vehicles; and, To Amend Section 1.50.020 A 
Highway Commissioner Johnson introduced this file. This ordinance was approved by the Highway 
Committee and referred to this Committee. It was noted that while this ordinance does not necessarily 
impact the entire County, the areas it does is significant. Supervisor Pagonis moved to approve and submit 
to the County Board for consideration, Supervisor McKinney voiced a second. The committee asked 
questions and engaged in discussion regarding enforcement, communication of this change, if ultimately 
approved by the full County Board, and safety of the horses/those with the horses. Approved 4-0 via voice 
vote. 
 
File No. 19-20/105 – Authorizing a Transfer of $18,100.00 From the Contingency Fund to the 
Sheriff’s Department to Replace a Jail Oven 
This request is being made by the Sheriff’s Office to replace a jail oven from 2011 that is broken. Repair 
costs would be $5,000-9,000 and would not be warrantied. As a result, ongoing maintenance expenses 
would likely exceed the costs for a new oven. It was noted that the oven was deemed unsafe to continue 
using. It was also noted that the Committee on Finance and & Budget voted 4-0 to approve fund transfers. 
The committee discussed the resolution. Supervisor Roberts moved to approve the resolution and submit 
to the County Board for consideration. Approved 4-0 via voice vote. 
 
File No. 19-20/099 – Authorizing to Abolish One (1.0 FTE) Criminal Justice Coordinating Council 
Manager and to Create One (1.0 FTE) Criminal Justice Coordinating Council Director 
County Administrator Schauf spoke on this resolution. The Manger position has changed since the 
inception and now includes, among other responsibilities, supervising staff and reporting directly to this 
Committee. These changes in responsibilities warrant a change to Director role. The committee discussed 
the resolution. Tiana Glenna also made comments about changes and noted some of the additional 
responsibilities including budget creation/supervision and the addition of community service and other staff. 
Supervisor Pagonis moved to approve the resolution and submit to the County Board for consideration. 
Approved 4-0 via voice vote. 
 
File No. 19-20/116 - Resolution Requesting the Wisconsin Legislature Act to Protect Refugees 
Living in the State of Wisconsin 
Supervisor Roberts spoke on the background of this resolution. The impetus for this resolution is recent 
statements and legislation in the Federal government. The committee discussed the resolution. Supervisor 
Roberts moved to approve the resolution and submit to the County Board for consideration. Approved 4-0 
via voice vote. 
 



 

Future Meeting Date 
The next committee meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, April 15, 2020 at 4:00 PM.   

 
Future Agenda Items 

 Sheriff’s Office 
o Protective Status Legislation 
o ECCJ Population Update  

 Resolution Relating to Gun Violence 

 Information Regarding “Stop and Think” Program 

 Response to Methamphetamine 
 

Adjourn 
The meeting was adjourned by Vice-Chairperson Wilkie at 5:17 PM. 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted: 
 
 
Eric Huse 
Committee Clerk 



























 

 

 
 

DIRECTOR OF STATE COURTS 
P.O. BOX 1688 

MADISON, WISCONSIN   53701-1688 

 

 
Patience D. Roggensack 

Chief Justice 

 
16 East State Capitol 

Telephone 608-266-6828 
Fax 608-267-0980 

 
Hon. Randy R. Koschnick 
Director of State Courts 

 
 

INFORMATIONAL BULLETIN 20-04 
 
DATE:  March 9, 2020 
  
TO:    All Justices and Judges  

Non-Judicial Court Personnel 
  
FROM: Randy R. Koschnick, Director of State Courts 
 
SUBJECT:  2019 Act 184, Judgeship Bill  
   
On March 5, 2020 the Governor signed 2019 Act 184 into law, which gives the Director of State 
Courts the authority to create twelve new circuit court branches over the next three years. The 
law requires demonstrated judicial need, a county board resolution, and the necessary 
infrastructure to support an additional circuit court branch, or that such infrastructure will be 
established by May 31 of the year in which the new judge is seated. 
 
Calumet, Dunn, Jackson, and Marathon counties have significant judicial need, county board 
support, and all have facilities ready to support an additional branch.  These four counties have 
been selected to receive a new circuit court branch effective August 1, 2021.  
 
Act 184 requires the naming of the next four counties after November 14, 2020.  Before selecting 
any additional counties, the Director of State Courts’ Office will assess the continued partnership 
in regard to court commissioners, work with local officials, judges, and the district court 
administrators, to ensure the county meets the statutory requirements for a new circuit court 
branch.  
 
Eau Claire, Langlade, Vilas, and Waushara counties are being considered for a new circuit court 
branch effective August 1, 2022. These four counties have demonstrated judicial need, county 
board resolutions of support, and a commitment to have facilities ready before the statutory 
deadline of May 31, 2022. Counties unable to meet these requirements in a timely manner will 
be removed from consideration. 
 
Act 184 requires the naming of the final four counties after November 14, 2021. It is anticipated, 
based on the above requirements that Adams, Clark, Manitowoc, and Sawyer counties will be 
selected as the remaining four counties.  
 
If you have any questions regarding Act 184, please contact your district court administrator or 
Tyler Brandt (tyler.brandt@wicourts.gov).  

mailto:tyler.brandt@wicourts.gov
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