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Please note: Upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of disabled individuals through sign language, interpreters or other auxiliary 
aids. For additional information or to request the service, contact the County ADA Coordinator at 715-839¬6945 (FAX) 839¬1669 or (TDD) 839¬4735 or by writing to 
the ADA Coordinator, Human Resources Department, Eau Claire County Courthouse, 721 Oxford Ave., Eau Claire, Wisconsin 54703 

 

AGENDA 
Eau Claire County 

• Highway Committee • 

Date: Thursday, March 5, 2020 
Time: 6:15 a.m. 

Location: Eau Claire County Highway Department – Room 101 

 2000 Spooner Ave, Altoona, WI 54720 
 

 

1) Call to order and confirmation of meeting notice 
 

2) Review/approval of past committee meeting minutes (02/20) - Discussion /Action 
 

3) Public comment 
 

4) 2020 seasonal weight limit – Educational  
 

5) New highway facility phasing implementation plan - Discussion/Action 
a) Updated fiscal estimate 
b) WIDOT salt shed commitment letter 

 
6) Highway Report 

• Highway Commissioner update - Jon Johnson 
• Operations update - Brian Spilde 
• Engineering update - Janelle Hestekin 

 
7) Payment vouchers (02/28, 02/28, 02/28, 02/14, 02/07) 

 
8) Future Meeting dates, times and agenda items: 03/19, 04/02, 04/16 

 
9) Adjourn 
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MINUTES 

Eau Claire County ● Committee on Highway 
Thursday, February 20, 2020/ 6:15 a.m. 

Highway Department Meeting Room 101 ● 2000 Spooner Avenue, Altoona, WI 54720 
 
Members Present: Chairman Ray Henning, Vice Chair Steve Chilson, Supervisor Carl Anton, Judy Gatlin  
Staff Present: Highway Commissioner Jon Johnson, Assistant Commissioner Brian Spilde, Engineer 

Janelle Hestekin, Administrative Associate Rachael Bien 
 

1. Meeting called to order by Chairman Henning at 6:17 a.m.   
       

2. Past committee meeting minutes (02/06/2019) - Discussion/Action 
Motion: Supervisor Chilson motioned for approval, Gatlin 2nd. Motion approved 3-0. 

 
3. Public comment –Carol Peuse Nick Smiar and Ross Johnson were present. 

 
4. Damage caused to Highways by animal drawn vehicles- Discussion/Action 

Reviewed fact sheet for damages to highway by horses and horse drawn vehicles. Committee was 
informed that the fact sheet and ordinance will go to Judiciary and Law agenda for March 11- No Action 
Needed 

5. CTH D design 2021-Ross Johnson- Discussion/Action 
Reviewed the process/plan for CTH D from Boardwalk St to CTH N. Plans due November 2020 and 
Project letting March 2021 - No Action Needed 

6. Eau Claire County, Altoona Facility-HVAC system updates- Discussion/Action 
Bids were due 2/14/2020 and awarded to Certified Mechanical. That project will start soon. 
 

7. Highway Report 
Highway Commissioner Update, Jon Johnson spoke on the following: 

• MLS awarded for CTH TT 
• Meeting on Monday, putting Bills together for Legislation 
• Position for cost shared employee w/facilities is moving forward 

Operations Update, Brian Spilde spoke on the following: 
o Snow removal 
o Guardrail repair in the throughout winter 
o MSHA training  
o Mechanic position closed and applications reviewed 

      Engineering Update, Janelle Hestekin spoke on the following:  
o Reviewed safety issues on CTH J 
o Creating a safety plan for County Highways 

 
8. Payment vouchers (02/07, 02/07 02/14, 02/14) 

Vouchers were reviewed and signed.  
Gatlin motioned for approval Henning 2nd Approved 4-0 
 

9. Future meeting dates, times and agenda items 
Future Meetings: 

• Thursday, March 05, 2020 at 6:15 a.m. 
• Thursday, March 19, 2020 at 6:15 a.m. 
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10. Meeting adjourned by Chairman Henning at 7:30 a.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Rachael Bien 
Rachael Bien, Administrative Assistant 
Eau Claire Highway Department 



Eau Claire County Highway Department 
2000 Spooner Avenue 

Altoona, Wisconsin 54720-1400 
Jon Johnson 

Highway Commissioner 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
                

Telephones: 
Office 715-839-2952 
Shop 715-839-2954 
Fax 715-839-4952 

Website: 
www.eau-claire.wi.us 

 
 

News Release 
Seasonal Weight Restrictions 

March 09, 2020 
 

Per Wisconsin State Statute 349.16, the Eau Claire County Highway Department will impose 
seasonal weight limits on several Eau Claire County Trunk Highways (CTHs) effective on or 
after March 9th, 2020 upon posting of required signs. 
 
These weight restrictions are in effect for posted County Trunk Highways only. Weight 
restrictions on State, township, city, or village roads may be imposed by the respective 
governmental units. 
 
Posted County Trunk Highways are as follows: 
 

Route Location Begin Location End Weight Limit (Per Axle) 
CTH D CTH DD Chippewa County Line 5 tons 
CTH G CTH DD Chippewa County Line 5 tons 
CTH G CTH DD Channey Road 5 tons 
CTH G Livermore Road Jackson County 5 tons 
CTH H Pond Road Chippewa County Line 5 tons 
CTH M US TH 12 CTH H 5 tons 
CTH O CTH HH CTH V 5 tons 
CTH P CTH Q Chippewa County Line 5 tons 
CTH V US TH 12 CTH O 5 tons 
CTH EE Elk Creek Road Dunn County Line 5 tons 
CTH JJ US TH 12 CTH V 5 tons 
CTH MM  CTH G Clark County 5 tons 
CTH RR US TH 12 Stagecoach Road 5 tons 
CTH UN CTH Q Chippewa County Line 5 tons 
CTH XX CTH X Chippewa County Line 5 tons 
Route Location Begin Location End Weight Limit (GVW) 
Rustic Road #45 CTH H  CTH CF 5 tons 

 
 
 



 
 
The Department may, in writing, exempt from posted road restrictions vehicles carrying certain 
commodities or which are used to perform certain services as specified by the Department if 
such exemptions are reasonable and necessary to promote the public health, safety, or welfare 
(such as for school buses, heating fuel or milk haulers), although care should be exercised while 
hauling over posted roads, limiting weights where possible.  Vehicles used to transport materials 
pumped from a septic or holding tank may be declared exempt from posted road restrictions by 
the Department if, because of health concerns, materials need to be removed from a septic or 
holding tank within 24 hours after the vehicle operator is notified.  Within 72 hours after 
operating such a vehicle, the operator of the vehicle shall notify the Department that the vehicle 
traveled over a posted road. 
  
Other highways may be added to the above list if conditions warrant. 
 
 
Copy:  
  R. Cramer – County of Eau Claire 
  J. Gindt – County of Eau Claire 
  J. Pedersen – County of Eau Claire 
  Media Contacts File 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Eau Claire County Salt Shed Request 
 WisDOT DTSD NW Region Brief 

January 1, 2020 
 

Issue: The existing Eau Claire County Highway 
Department Main Facility located at 2000 Spooner 
Avenue in Altoona is moving to a new site at the 
intersection of I94 and USH 53 on the south side of 
the City of Eau Claire. It is anticipated construction 
will begin the Fall of 2020 and is expected to be 
complete by late Fall of 2024. The new facility 
includes additional salt storage facilities to contain 
state and local salt. Eau Claire County is early in the 
plan development and design phase so we are not 
sure if the site will include one large shed, or 2 to 3 
smaller sheds. 

Eau Claire Salt Storage:  According to the 2018 
WisDOT Salt Shed Report, Eau Claire County has 
8,200 tons of state-financed salt storage. As part of 
the move out of their existing facility in Altoona, the State will lose 7000 tons of storage space, leaving 
1200 tons, well short of the target capacity of 10,799 tons.(125% of the average use).    

Existing County Facility in Altoona. 

• Contains 3 sheds we believe are state financed.  To date, we have not been able to verify 
whether the sheds were state-financed.  We were not able to locate records of the year these 
sheds were constructed, but these sheds do not appear to be in good enough condition to 
relocate. 

o 1200 ton shed(5-18-1-1), rated as Poor Condition 

o 1900 ton shed(5-18-1-2) rated as Declining Condition 

o 3900 ton shed(5-18-1-6) rated as Adequate Condition 

• The existing shop site will be sold and leasing/renting the existing salt sheds from the new 
owner does not appear to be an option once the highway facility is relocated out of Altoona. 

New salt shed site at I94/USH 53 in Eau Claire. 

• To meet 125% of the 5-year median salt use (10,799 tons), WisDOT would need to finance 9,599 
tons of state salt capacity. 

• Eau Claire County is funding all planning, design and site work for the salt shed at zero cost to 
the State since the work will be included with the rest of their new facility. 

• Eau Claire County does plan to include an indoor location for the state of the art high capacity 
salt brine maker at the new Eau Claire facility to continue produce brine to be used for the 
maintenance of the state highway system.  

 



Eau Claire County Salt Shed Request 
 WisDOT DTSD NW Region Brief 

January 1, 2020 
 

Very Early Cost Estimate for the Salt Storage at the new highway Facility: 

• Total: $ 1.6 Million (total shed cost) 
o State Portion(10,000 tons) = $800,000 ($80/ton of salt) 

Recommendation 

The recommendation is to fund a portion of the construction of the new salt storage shed at the new 
Eau Claire County Highway Facility for the following reasons: 

• Provides target capacity storage for state salt (125% of target capacity). 
• Take advantage of this opportunity moment to provide additional state salt storage capacity in a 

county that is experiencing growth. 
• The existing sheds in Altoona should not be moved as the condition is poor or deteriorating, the 

storage of the existing sheds does not sufficiently address the target capacity in the county and 
moving the sheds would likely increase the state’s cost to provide salt at the new highway 
facility as storage at the new shed(s) would still be necessary to reach the target capacity for the 
County.  

• Take advantage of this opportunity moment when the county is providing much of the ancillary 
expenses associated with salt shed construction. (layout, design, site work) 

• Location is adjacent to the I94 corridor. This should help with the maintenance response on this 
heavily traveled highway. 

• Update the Route Optimization recommendations utilizing the new location. 
 
 



Part 1 Part 2
2020 2021

Cost
Driveway and Grading 260,000$           -$                     
Engineering 40,000$              -$                     
State Salt Shed -$                    1,600,000$         

Total Cost 300,000$           1,600,000$         

Current Bonding (Current Facility Repairs) 300,000$           -$                     
Cell Tower Lease -$                    800,000$            
State Salt Shed Cost Share 800,000$            
Sale of Altoona Property -$                    -$                     

Specific Funds Allocated 300,000$           1,600,000$         

Bond Issuance -$                    -$                     

Balance -$                    -$                     

2020 2021

Reduction in Capital Projects -$                    -$                     

Marginal Bonding -$                    -$                     

Marginal Bonding

Project 1 - Salt Shed



Part 1 Part 2 Part 3
2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027

Cost
Utilities - Sewer, Water, Storm Sewer 670,000$            
Site Grading & Base Course 400,000$            
Fencing 125,000$            
Scale 65,000$              
Engineering 40,000$              
Parking Lot Paving 500,000$            
Storage Construction - 59,000 Sq 7,000,000$         
Crew Support Construction - 7,000 Sq Ft 1,300,000$         
Wash Bay 300,000$            
Fuel Island 400,000$            
Repair Garage - 23,000 - Sq Ft 3,600,000$          
Parts Storage - 11,000 - Sq Ft 1,600,000$          
Repair Shop - 14,000 Sq Ft 2,100,000$          
Admin Construction - 6,000 Sq Ft 1,200,000$          
Cold Storage - 35,000 Sq Ft 2,200,000$          
Salt Brining 100,000$              
Heavy Yard Section 2,000,000$          
Special Equipment  - Cranes, Pits, Ect 200,000$              

Total Cost 1,300,000$        9,500,000$         -$                      13,000,000$        -$                      -$                      -$                      

Sale of Altoona Property -$                    -$                     -$                      1,000,000$          -$                      -$                      -$                      
Specific Funds Allocated -$                    -$                     -$                      1,000,000$          -$                      -$                      -$                      

Bond Issuance 1,300,000$        9,500,000$         -$                      12,000,000$        -$                      -$                      -$                      

Balance -$                    -$                     -$                      -$                      -$                      -$                      -$                      

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 2032

Reduction in Capital Projects 2,000,000$        2,000,000$         2,000,000$          2,000,000$          2,000,000$          2,000,000$          -$                      -$                      -$                      -$                      -$                      -$                      

Marginal Bonding (700,000)$          7,500,000$         (2,000,000)$         10,000,000$        (2,000,000)$         (2,000,000)$         -$                      -$                      -$                      -$                      -$                      -$                      

Marginal Bonding

Project 2 - Highway Facility
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