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BUDGET CARRYFORWARD POLICY 

 

Definition 

Budget carryforward refers to funds budgeted but unexpended during a budget year which are 
brought forward as additions to the subsequent year’s budget. This policy excludes restricted 
funds or funds that statutorily are required to be carried forward. 

Policy 

Eau Claire County (the County) will use budget carryforwards to ensure that citizens are not 
taxed twice for the same purpose. At year-end, unspent appropriations will lapse and revenues in 
excess of expenditures will drop to the general fund unless a carryforward is authorized by the 
County Board.  

Policy Authorization 

- Action by the Committee on Finance and Budget, February 8, 2018 
- Resolution 17-18/116, February 21, 2018 
- Wis. Stat.§ 65.90 

Procedure 

At the end of each fiscal year, the adopted budget for that year expires and the amounts 
appropriated in the adopted budget for the next year will become effective. Each department 
shall request carryforward of funds in writing to the Finance Department by a date to be 
determined by the Finance Department. The request should include the account number, the 
amount and a specific reason for the carryforward.  

The Finance Department will provide initial approval.  A resolution will be forwarded to the 
County Board by the Committee on Finance and Budget no later than May of each year to 
authorize any budget carryforwards. 

To be eligible for carryforward funding, the following conditions must be satisfied: 

1. Funds must be available in the requesting department’s previous year’s unspent balance; 
2. Carryforward is needed for the completion of projects or the purchase of specific items 

approved in the previous year’s budget but not accomplished; 
3. Carryover is required to meet existing County Board policy or comply with accounting 

requirements. 
 


