
 

Minutes 
Eau Claire County 

Committee on Judiciary and Law Enforcement 
Thursday, December 06, 2018 – 4:00 PM 

Courthouse – Room 1273 
 
 
Members Present: Brandon Buchanan, Sue Miller, Sandra McKinney, Gerald Wilkie, and Stella Pagonis 
 
Others Present: Sheriff Ron Cramer, Captain Dan Bresina, Lieutenant Dave Riewestahl, Jean Gay, Eric 
Huse, Sarah Ferber, Kim Cronk, Audrey Nelson 
 
Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Sue Miller at 4:00 PM. 
 
Public Comment 

 Sarah Ferber made public comments regarding substance abuse, addiction, and rehabilitation in 
the context of jail population over-crowding. Ms. Ferber spoke out against jail expansion and offered 
suggestions on alternatives to incarceration and treatment.  

 Kim Cronk made public comments regarding the proposed resolution 18-19/082. Spoke out against 
jail expansion.  

 Audrey Nelson spoke out against jail expansion and in favor of expanding treatment options. 

 The committee received a letter from former Judge William M. Gabler, Sr.  
 
Approve Minutes from November 01, 2018 Meeting 
Supervisor McKinney moved to approve the minutes from the November 01, 2018 meeting. The minutes 
were adopted as published in the meeting materials via a 5-0 voice vote. 

 
2018 3rd Quarter Fiscal Updates 
Circuit Court 
Jean Gay was present to address the Circuit Court fiscal update. Within budget. 
 
Clerk of Courts 
Jean Gay was present to address the Clerk of Court fiscal update. Revenue is up due to the State Debt 
Collection program. Revenue will likely be up for the next two years due to this program but will plateau.  
 
Criminal Justice Collaborating Council 
Tiana Glenna was not available for the meeting, but submitted a 3rd Quarter update. Questions regarding 
CJCC budget will be forwarded Tiana Glenna at a later date. 
 
District Attorney 
Eric Huse was present to address the District Attorney fiscal update. Will likely come within budget. 
 
Register in Probate/Clerk of Juvenile Court 
Jean Gay was present to address to the Register in Probate/Clerk of Juvenile Court fiscal update. Right on 
target. Will come in under budget.  
 
Eau Claire County Sheriff’s Office Updates 

a. 3rd Quarter Fiscal Update 
a. Captain Bresina gave the fiscal update. Doing everything they can to control budget. 

Overtime, out of county housing, and medical issues with inmates are areas of concern but 
overall within budget. Currently only one job vacancy in jail. Overtime is budgeted on a 3 
year average. Looking at additional grant funding options. 

b. Jail Population Update 
a. Lt. Riewestahl spoke about the current jail population. 220 secure inmates, 85% of capacity. 

High so far this month: 245 inmates which is 95% of capacity. 7 inmates are housed out of 



county currently. $160,000 YTD in out of county housing expenses but waiting on 
November/December invoices. Will push $200,000 this year. $214,000 saved/not spent by 
keeping secure inmates in Huber center. Social Worker recently began working with jail 
inmates who will be transitioning out of the jail and into the public.  

 
File No. 18-19/078 Resolution Urging Increase for State Public Defender Compensation Rate  
Supervisor Buchanan moved to adopt the resolution and present to the full County Board. Approved 5-0 
voice vote. 
 
File No. 18-19/082 Resolution Directing CJCC to Complete Jail Population Study 
Vice-Chairperson Wilkie moved to adopt the resolution and present to the full County Board. Approved via 
5-0 voice vote. 

 
Future Meeting Date 
The next committee meeting is scheduled for Thursday, January 03 at 4:00 PM. 
 
Future Agenda Items 

 Sheriff’s Office 
o ECCJ Population Update 
o Protective Status Legislation 
o Fees and Service Charges for Inmates 

 Marijuana/THC Forfeiture 

 Homelessness/Affordable Transitional Housing 

 Weekend Court/Night Court Availability 
 

Adjourn 
The meeting was adjourned by Chairperson Miller at 5:33 PM. 

 
Respectfully Submitted: 
 
 
Eric Huse 
Committee Clerk 

           Eric Huse
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