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Media 

Note: Upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of individuals with disabilities through sign 

language, interpreters or other auxiliary aids. For additional information or to request the service, contact the County ADA 

Coordinator at 715-839-4710 (FAX) 8391669 or (TDD) 715-839-4735 or by writing to the ADA Coordinator, Human Resources 

Department, Eau Claire County Courthouse, 721 Oxford Ave., Eau Claire, Wisconsin 54703 

Agenda 
Eau Claire County 

Committee on Judiciary and Law Enforcement 
Tuesday, September 18, 2018 – 6:45 PM 

Courthouse – Room 1278 

1. Call to Order

2. Public Comment

3. File No. 18-19/057 Resolution on Conversion Therapy with Amendment No.1 –

discussion/action

4. Adjourn
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 FACT SHEET 

 

 TO FILE NO.   18-19/057 

 

 

Techniques and Methods used by conversion therapy: In the past, some practitioners used 

severe methods to “cure” individuals from being LGBTQ including institutionalization and 

electroconvulsive shock therapy. Hypnosis, aversion therapy, and group therapy are the core 

techniques used in conversion therapy today, although they are not the only techniques used. 

Conversion therapy can also involve violent role play, reenactment of past abuses, exercises 

involving nudity and intimate touching, inducing nausea or vomiting, orgasmic reconditioning, 

satiation therapy, feminizing/masculinizing patients, and instilling religious guilt/self-hatred.  

The harm of Conversion Therapy: The reported risks of conversion therapy include: 

depression, guilt, helplessness, shame, social withdrawal, suicidality, substance abuse, increased 

self-hatred, sexual dysfunction and high-risk sexual behaviors. The rate of suicide attempts is 4 

times greater for LGB youth and 2 times greater for questioning youth than that of straight youth. 

In a national study, 40% of transgender adults reported having made a suicide attempt. 92% of 

these individuals reported having attempted suicide before the age of 25. LGB youth who come 

from rejecting families are 8.4 times as likely to have attempted suicide.  

[Above information is taken directly from The Trevor Project, IMPACT, Mayo Clinic, the 

Family Acceptance Project, the National Center for Transgender Equality, American Counseling 

Association, National Association of Social Workers, American Journal of Public Health, and 

the CDC]  

* The American Psychological Association issued a resolution on Appropriate Affirmative 

Responses to Sexual Orientation Distress and Change Efforts in 2009, which states: “[T]he 

[American Psychological Association] advises parents, guardians, young people, and their 

families to avoid sexual orientation change efforts that portray homosexuality as a mental illness 

or developmental disorder and to seek psychotherapy, social support, and educational services 

that provide accurate information on sexual orientation and sexuality, increase family and school 

support, and reduce rejection of sexual minority youth.  

* Conversion therapy has been rejected by every mainstream medical and mental health 

organization, including the American Psychological Association, American Psychiatric 

Association, American College of Physicians, American Medical Association, American 

Academy of Pediatrics, American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, American 

Counselor Association, American School Health Association, National Association of Social 

Workers, the Pan American Health Organization, and the World Health Organization. 

Note attached corporation counsel opinion “Power to Regulate Conversion Therapy”. This 

opinion is provided solely for county board supervisors.  Other governmental entities should 

consult their own legal counsel. 
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The following are resources / links are for more information regarding conversion therapy:  

https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/fall-2012/therapy-of-lies   

American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, The AACAP Policy on “Conversion 

Therapies” (2018), available 

at https://www.aacap.org/AACAP/Policy_Statements/2018/Conversion_Therapy.aspx. 

 http://www.apa.org/pi/lgbt/resources/just-the-facts.pdf 

 

 

Fiscal Impact: None.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Gerald Wilkie 

      

        

 
Ordinance/18-19/057 Fact 
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https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/fall-2012/therapy-of-lies
http://www.guideline.gov/content.aspx?id=38417#Section420
http://www.apa.org/pi/lgbt/resources/just-the-facts.pd
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