
          
AGENDA 

Eau Claire County Highway Committee 
Thursday, October 6th, 2016 / 6:15 am 

Eau Claire County Highway Department - Room 101 
2000 Spooner Avenue, Altoona, WI 54720 

 
1. Call the meeting to order. 

2. Confirmation of meeting notice – Review 

3. Past committee meeting minutes (9/15/16) – Review/Action 

4. Public comment 

5. Utility Policy Amendment – Discussion/Action 

6. Discuss Fall Road Tour – Discussion/Action   

7. Staff and committee reports – Discussion/Action 

8. Payment vouchers (9/16/16 & 9/30/16) - Review 
 

9. Future meeting dates, times, and agenda items – Discussion/Action 

10. Adjourn. 

 

* the Committee may hear comments from the public for up to 30 minutes; not more than 5 minutes/person is allowed; 
this period is not considered a public hearing. 
 
cc: Members, Media, Kathryn Schauf, Keith Zehms, Jon Johnson, Rich Walthers, Rod Thorson     
 
Please note: Upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the need of disabled individuals through sign language 
interpreters or other auxiliary aids. For additional information or to request the service, contact the County ADA Coordinator at 839-
4710, 839-1669 (FAX) or 839-4735 (TDD) or by writing to the ADA Coordinator, Human Resources Department, Eau Claire County 
Courthouse, 721 Oxford Avenue, Eau Claire, WI 54703. 
   



 
 

MINUTES 
Eau Claire County ● Committee on Highway 

Thursday, Sept 15th, 2016 / 6:15 am 
Highway Department Meeting Room 101 ● 2000 Spooner Avenue, Altoona, WI 54720 

 
Members Present: Chairman Ray Henning, Vice Chairman Steve Chilson, Supervisor Kathy Clark, 

Supervisor Carl Anton, Supervisor Katy Forsythe 
 
Staff Present: Jon Johnson, Highway Commissioner; Rich Walthers, Highway Superintendent; Michael 

Donaldson, Administrative Associate 
 
Other Present: Brandon and Desi Adkins  
 

1. Call meeting to order 
Chairman Henning called the meeting to order at 6:15 a.m. 
 

2. Confirmation of meeting notice - Review 
Meeting notice confirmed. 

       
3. September 1st Committee Meeting Minutes - Review/Discussion/Action 

Motion: Supervisor Clark to approve meeting minutes.  Motion carried 5-0 
 

4. Public comment 
Brandon and Desi Adkins attended and spoke of a water problem occurring on their property. They 
expressed that the work done, widening and increasing the height of the road on CTH II in front of their 
house that occurred in a prior year, has resulted in water issues possibly caused by excess runoff in the 
ditch area.  The couple hired a public engineer to evaluate the problem and he recommended that the 
ditch in front of the residence be restructured with a French drainage system which may alleviate some 
of the water problems.  The engineer also recommended a skirt drain around the house as well as a 
sump pump in the basement. The couple is requesting the French drainage system be considered to be 
completed by the Highway department prior to winter.      
 

  -Supervisor Forsythe left the meeting 
 

5. Winter maintenance fund – Discussion/Action 
Commissioner Johnson presented a resolution draft to amend ordinance 140-90, 1996.   
 Motion: Supervisor Clark motioned to move forward with resolution.  Motion carried 4-0 
 

6. Fall Road Tour  – Discussion/Action 
Committee finalized the Fall Road Tour for Tuesday, October 25th from 8am to Noon 
 

7. Staff and committee reports – Discussion/Action 
Commissioner Jon Johnson spoke on: 

• Less consulting as more is being done internal causing some reduction in cost  
• Budget process: presented cost reduction through innovation, different construction process, 

and paperless timecards.  
 
Highway Superintendent Rich Walthers spoke on:  

• Construction projects are on schedule for completion: CTH KK and CTH HH 
• Contractor has been lined up for highway striping 
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8. Payment of Vouchers (9/9/2016) – Review 
The vouchers were reviewed.  
 

9. Future meeting dates, times, and agenda items – Discussion/Action 
Future dates:   

 Thursday, Oct 6th, 2016 – 6:15 a.m.  
 Tuesday, Oct 25th, 2016 (Road Tour) – 8:00 a.m. to Noon  

 
10. Adjourn 

Motion by Supervisor Anton to adjourn the meeting at 7:58 a.m. Motion carried 4-0 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Michael Donaldson 
Highway Department  
 
 
 
 
 



Structure Attachments 



Structure Attachment Policy 

• Existing structures 
–  First answer is “NO” 

• New structures 
–  First answer is “NO” 

• Structure redecking/reconstruction 
–  First answer is “NO” 
– (Even if the utility was on the structure before) 



Maintenance and inspection problems 





















Bad Structure Attachment of 2012 





Structure Attachments 

• Develop a new policy to replace the 1995 
(Cass) and 1997 (Haverberg) memos on 
structure attachments in conjunction with 
highway improvement projects. 
– Utility Accommodation Policy (UAP): Also provides 

link to UCG information 
– Utility Coordination Guide (UCG) Section 4.5: The 

majority of the revisions for this item will be 
placed in this document 

http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/utility/Chapter04.pdf


Structure Attachment Policy Outline 

• All attachment requests must be reviewed and 
approved by the regional bridge engineer  
(RBE) before WisDOT approves the permit 
– RBE approval must 

be documented in 
permit 



Structure Attachment Policy Outline 

• Develop criteria on when they may be allowed 
– Make the process more objective than subjective 

• Develop guidance on regular maintenance and 
inspection by the utility owner 

• Develop guidance on the types of attachments 
allowed and not allowed 
– Clamping to diaphragms, bolt brackets to stiffeners, 

no drilling into deck, no welding, etc. 
– Include diagrams of preferred attachments 



















Structure Attachment Policy Outline 

• Develop occupation cost table for high profile 
bridges (Frigo, Hoan, Blatnik) on Interstates 
and other controlled-access  
– Include a list of these bridges in HMM 09-15-40 

• Delete obsolete guidance in HMM 09-15-30 

• Clarify what type(s) of attachment requests 
need BHM and/or BOS approval 
– What items need to be in a hardship letter 



Structure Attachment Policy Outline 

• Add pictures to UAP of both good and bad 
attachments to serve as examples 



DRAFT 11/15/13 

Proposed Outline: Utility Structure Attachment Policy/Guidance Revision 
 
1. Develop a new policy to replace the 1995 (Cass) and 1997 (Haverberg) memos on structure 

attachments in conjunction with highway improvement projects. 
a. Utility Accommodation Policy (UAP): Also provides link to UCG information 
b. Utility Coordination Guide (UCG): The majority of the revisions for this item will be 

placed in this document 
 

2. Revise and develop new UAP guidance on structure attachments: 
a. Develop criteria on when they may be allowed 

i. Makes the process more objective rather than subjective 
b. Require that all attachment requests must be reviewed and approved by region 

bridge engineer (RBE) before WisDOT approves the structure attachment permit 
i. RBE’s approval must be documented in the permit when the box on the 

DT1553 application form is checked 
c. Develop guidance on regular maintenance and inspection by utilities 
d. Develop guidance on the types of attachments allowed and not allowed 

i. Clamping to diaphragms, bolt brackets to stiffners, no drilling into deck, no 
welding, etc. 

ii. Include diagrams of preferred attachments 
e. Develop occupation cost table for high profile bridges (Frigo, Hoan, Blatnik) on 

Interstates and other controlled-access highways  
i. Partial guidance in HMM 09-15-30, then provide link to 09-15-40 

ii. Include a list of these bridges in HMM 09-15-40 with new section (2.4) 
f. Delete obsolete guidance in current HMM 09-15-30 (BOS should review) 

 
3. Clarify what type(s) of attachment requests need BHM and/or BOS approval: 

a. Develop criteria with BOS for this, i.e., what items need to be covered in a hardship 
letter 
 

4. Add pictures to UAP of both good and bad attachments to serve as examples 
 

5. Tie in with and provide links to any BOS policies 
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